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Executive Summary 

ES-05 Executive Summary - 91.300(c), 91.320(b) 

1. Introduction 
The Consolidated Plan for Housing and Community Development helps the U.S. Department of Housing 
and Urban Development (HUD) comprehensively fulfill three basic goals: provide decent housing, 
provide a suitable living environment, and expand economic opportunities. The consolidated planning 
process is the framework Montana uses to identify eligible housing and community development 
priorities consistent with the demonstrated and projected needs of local governments. The State of 
Montana encourages community and economic development that catalyzes local revitalization to build 
an economy that provides good jobs and creates enduring prosperity and resiliency. These goals are 
ǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ ŀǎǎŜǎǎ aƻƴǘŀƴŀΩǎ ŀŦŦƻǊŘŀōƭŜ ƘƻǳǎƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ƴŜŜŘǎ ŀƴŘ ƳŀǊƪŜǘ 
conditions, make data-driven, place-based investment decisions, and measure the impact of HUD funds. 
 
The Consolidated Plan is a collaborative process that assists in shaping effective, coordinated 
neighborhood and community development strategies. The Montana Departments of Commerce 
(Commerce) and Public Health and Human Services (DPHHS) work collaboratively to allow for strategic 
planning and citizen participation. 
 
!ǎ ǘƘŜ ƭŜŀŘ ŀƎŜƴŎȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ /ƻƴǎƻƭƛŘŀǘŜŘ tƭŀƴΣ /ƻƳƳŜǊŎŜ Ŧƻƭƭƻǿǎ I¦5Ωǎ ƎǳƛŘŜƭƛƴŜǎ ŦƻǊ ŎƛǘƛȊŜƴ ŀƴŘ 
community involvement and is responsible for overseeing citizen participation requirements that 
accompany the Consolidated Plan and the Community Development Block Grant (CDBG), HOME 
Investment Partnerships Program (HOME), Emergency Solutions Grant (ESG), and Housing Trust Fund 
(HTF) programs, as well as those programs that complement the Commerce planning processes already 
at work in the state. 
 

Purpose of the Consolidated Plan 
The 2020-2024 Montana Consolidated Plan for Housing and Community Development is a 
comprehensive 5-year planning document that outlines how the State will address its housing, planning, 
infrastructure, economic, and homeless needs, with special emphasis on serving special needs 
populations. As part of this process, Commerce develops the 2020-2021 Montana Annual Action Plan 
(AAP), which anticipates how HUD resources received by the State during the first year (Plan Year 1) of 
the 2020-2024 Consolidated Plan period will be used.  
 
Historically, in tandem with the development of the Consolidated Plan, the State has participated in 
efforts to develop an Analysis of Impediments (AI) to Fair Housing Choice in Montana. The AI has 
allowed the State, as well as entitlement communitiesτthe Cities of Billings, Great Falls, and Missoulaτ
to examine barriers to fair housing that exist within the state, including discriminatory actions, 
omissions, or decisions related to housing; or actions, omission, or decisions that have a discriminatory 
effect of restricting housing choices for protected classes. ²ƛǘƘ I¦5Ωǎ Ŧƛnal rule, issued by Secretary 
Benjamin Carson on July, 23, 20201, Montana is no longer required by regulation to complete an AI; 
rather, the State is asked to ŎŜǊǘƛŦȅ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ǿƛƭƭ άŀŦŦƛǊƳŀǘƛǾŜƭȅ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ŦŀƛǊ ƘƻǳǎƛƴƎέ ƛƴ ŀŎŎƻǊŘŀƴŎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ 
1968 Fair Housing Act and other applicable statutes. In this Consolidated Plan, Montana hereby certifies 

 
1 https://www.hud.gov/sites/dfiles/ENF/documents/6228-F-
01%20Preserving%20Housing%20and%20Neighborhood%20Choice.pdf  

https://www.hud.gov/sites/dfiles/ENF/documents/6228-F-01%20Preserving%20Housing%20and%20Neighborhood%20Choice.pdf
https://www.hud.gov/sites/dfiles/ENF/documents/6228-F-01%20Preserving%20Housing%20and%20Neighborhood%20Choice.pdf
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that it has and will continue to take steps to affirmatively further fair housing. (Specific barriers to fair 
housing in the state are detailed in sections SP-55 and AP-75 of this document).  
 

Goals of the Consolidated Plan 
The federally established goals of the HUD programs administered by the State of Montana are to 
provide decent housing, a suitable living environment, and expanded economic opportunities for the 
ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ ƭƻǿ- and moderate-income residents. The State of Montana strives to accomplish these goals by 
maximizing and effectively utilizing all available funding resources to conduct housing and community 
development activities that serve the economically disadvantaged residents of the state. By addressing 
need and creating opportunity at the individual and neighborhood levels, the State of Montana aims to 
improve the quality of lƛŦŜ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜΦ I¦5Ωǎ Community Planning and Development 
(CPD) Programs (i.e., CDBG, HOME, ESG, and HTF) help to develop viable communities by funding 
activities within the umbrella of the following three goals: 

¶ Provide decent housing by supporting appropriate housing for homeless persons and assisting 
those at risk of homelessness; preserving the affordable housing stock; increasing the supply of 
permanent affordable housing, without discrimination; increasing the supply of supportive 
housing for persons with special needs (e.g., the elderly; frail elderly; persons with mental, 
physical, and developmental disabilities; persons with substance use disorders; persons with 
HIV/AIDS and their families; public housing residents; Veterans; and victims of domestic 
violence); supporting homeownership through homebuyer assistance; and providing affordable 
housing near job opportunities. 

¶ Provide suitable living environments by improving the safety and livability of neighborhoods; 
improving access to quality facilities, infrastructure, and services; reducing the isolation of 
income groups within communities through de-concentration of low-income housing; 
revitalizing deteriorating neighborhoods; restoring and preserving properties of special historic 
architectural or aesthetic value; and conserving energy resources. 

¶ Expand economic opportunities by creating and retaining jobs; establishing, stabilizing, and 
expanding small businesses; providing public employment services; encouraging the 
employment of low-income persons in projects funded under this plan; providing reasonable 
mortgage financing rates without discrimination; providing access to capital and credit for 
development activities that promote long-term economic and social viability of the community; 
and reducing generational poverty of those living in publicly assisted housing by providing 
empowerment and self-sufficiency opportunities. 

 
The State of Montana will work to integrate efforts in these three areas into broader community 
development of public and community facilities, economic development, and housing strategies that 
recognize the limitations in traditional affordable housing initiatives and look to identify and capitalize 
on opportunities to innovate. The State of Montana will seek to identify projects that satisfy criteria 
developed to help communities improve access to affordable housing and transportation while 
protecting the environment and will leverage emerging data and tools that measure the true cost of 
commuting to residents of affordable housing. 
 

2. Summary of the objectives and outcomes identified in the Plan Needs Assessment Overview 
The following list presents the objectives and desired outcomes of the 2020-2024 Montana 
Consolidated Plan for Housing and Community Development. It is important to note that one of the 
StateΩs chief objectives and desired outcomes is to address statewide and local challenges resulting from 
the COVID-19 (coronavirus) pandemic. In addition to prioritizing projects that address the impacts of 
COVID-19 and resulting health, safety, and economic concerns, Commerce will use CDBG resources to 
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meet the CDBG National Objectives Low and Moderate Income and Slums and Blight. Furthermore, 
Commerce and DPHHS will use Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security (CARES) resources (i.e., 
ά/5.D /!w9{έ and άESG CARESέύ to bolster efforts to control the epidemic and mitigate its economic 
impact. For details about aƻƴǘŀƴŀΩǎ CDBG CARES and ESG CARES programsΣ ǎŜŜ aƻƴǘŀƴŀΩǎ нлмф-2020 
AAP as amended. 
 
There may be a need to direct resources by use of project selection criteria, which may be updated 
annually, based on year-to-year need and local circumstances. 
 

1. Support existing Montana communities: 
a. Target funding toward existing communities to increase their capacity to respond to 

health, safety, economic, and other needs resulting from COVID-19; strengthen 
community revitalization efforts; improve the efficiency of public works investments; 
and safeguard rural landscapes and natural resources; 

b. Encourage appropriate and comprehensive planning, market studies, preliminary 
architectural reports, flood prevention plans, and other studies or plans that address 
health, safety, economic, and other concerns resulting from COVID-19 as well as support 
the sustainability of local communities, affordable housing, public works investments, 
vital employment centers, and the environment; 

c. Enhance the unique and resilient characteristics of all communities by investing in 
healthy, safe, and walkable neighborhoodsτrural, urban, or suburban; 

d. Encourage the rehabilitation of existing rental and owner-occupied homes, particularly 
for those with special needs and the elderly; and 

e. Encourage the development and rehabilitation of community facilities and services 
located within walkable neighborhoods and/or served by public transportation systems, 
particularly for those with special needs and the elderly. 

 
2. Invest in vital public infrastructure: 

a. Provide funding preference for infrastructure projects that address the impacts of 
COVID-19 and health and safety concerns; 

b. Encourage appropriate and comprehensive pre-development planning activities for 
public infrastructure, including asset management, needs analysis, preliminary 
engineering and/or architectural reports, and other studies or plans; 

c. Provide funding opportunities to improve the safety and efficiency of public 
infrastructure, promote healthy, safe, and walkable neighborhoods, and safeguard the 
environment; and 

d. Provide funding opportunities to serve eligible Montanans, particularly special needs 
and elderly populations, with safe, efficient public infrastructure. 

 
3. 9ƴƘŀƴŎŜ aƻƴǘŀƴŀΩǎ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ ŎƻƳǇŜǘƛǘƛǾŜƴŜǎǎΥ 

a. Provide funding preference for economic development and revitalization projects that 
address the impacts of COVID-19; 

b. Provide reliable and timely access to employment centers, educational opportunities, 
services and other basic needs by workers, as well as expanded business access to 
markets; 

c. Support comprehensive planning for downtown revitalization, business development, 
and other studies or plans to attract and retain talent in Montana communities; 
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d. Provide job opportunities to eligible Montanans to strengthen communities within the 
state; 

e. Encourage activities that support and strengthen new and existing businesses, 
particularly those located within traditional downtown business centers comprising a 
mix of businesses, housing, and services; 

f. Encourage mixed-use development that contributes to broader revitalization efforts in 
Montana communities; and 

g. Seek opportunities to achieve multiple economic development goals, such as removing 
barriers to collaboration, leveraging multiple funding sources, and increasing energy 
efficiency, through a single investment. 

 
4. Promote equitable, affordable housing in Montana: 

a. Provide funding preference for affordable housing projects that address the impacts of 
COVID-19; 

b. Expand location- and energy-efficient housing choices for people of all ages, incomes, 
races and ethnicities to increase mobility and lower the combined cost of housing and 
transportation; 

c. Encourage housing activities that incorporate energy-efficient design to help advance 
solar deployment and other onsite renewable energy installations in affordable housing 
that is aligned with the Federal Renewable Energy Target; 

d. Encourage activities to acquire and/or construct new affordable housing for 
homeownership or rental in areas where existing investment in infrastructure, facilities, 
and services leverages multiple economic, environmental, and community objectives; 

e. Encourage appropriate and comprehensive planning, market studies, preliminary 
architectural reports, and other studies or plans in support of the efficient construction 
of affordable housing; and 

f. Encourage financial mechanisms that increase homeownership opportunities and 
provide rental assistance to eligible Montanans, particularly those with special needs 
and the elderly. 

 
5. Reduce homelessness in Montana: 

a. Provide funding preference for projects that address the shelter and housing needs of 
Montanans impacted by COVID-19; 

b. Encourage activities that address the housing needs of homeless Montanans and/or 
those at risk of homelessness; 

c. Encourage activities that increase the level of assistance programs to homeless 
Montanans and/or those at risk of homelessness, with the goal of achieving stable and 
sustainable housing; and 

d. Encourage the development and rehabilitation of non-rental facilities for the shelter of 
temporarily homeless Montanans. 

 

3. Evaluation of past performance 
Commerce and DPHHS have received annual funding for the CDBG, HOME, and ESG programs for over 5 
years. Commerce and DPHHS have received annual funding for the HTF Program for 4 years (beginning 
2016). Activities have been completed with reduced administrative budgets while adhering to increased 
regulatory requirements. The decrease in program funding makes it increasingly difficult to address the 
needs across the state as programs are oversubscribed for funding. Resources available through these 
programs are vital to organizations struggling to obtain scarce funding to serve households at or below 
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80% of area median income (AMI). As demonstrated in past performance reports, these programs have 
been a critical funding source for constructing senior and health facilities in rural areas, developing 
homeless facilities that provide services and support throughout the state, and providing clean water 
and sanitary sewer to support the growth of vital, resilient communities across Montana. 
 
Commerce evaluated its past performance in Consolidated Annual Performance and Evaluation Reports 
(CAPER) for each year during the 2015-2019 period. These documents state the objectives and 
outcomes identified in each AAP and include an evaluation of past performance, which compares 
measurable goals and objectives with actual performance. These documents can be found on 
/ƻƳƳŜǊŎŜΩǎ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ at https://commerce.mt.gov/conplan/documents. 
 

4. Summary of citizen participation process and consultation process 
The Consolidated Plan process provides citizens an opportunity to provide input in the development of 
the plan and to evaluate and comment on the proposed plan to improve the effectiveness of its covered 
programs. Montana follows the standards set forth in its Citizen Participation Plan (Appendix A) during 
development and proposal of its Consolidated Plan documents, including the 2020-2024 Montana 
Consolidated Plan for Housing and Community Development and the 2020-2021 AAP. Of note, to 
safeguard public health and safety and allow for more flexibility as needed, the State updated its Citizen 
Participation Plan to provide for virtual outreach (e.g., telephone blast messages, emails, Facebook ads) 
and virtual meetings (e.g., webinars, Facebook and Instagram live streams). Additionally, in accordance 
with HUD guidance and in an effort to be responsive to critical needs, the State allowed for a minimum 
5-day public comment period in certain circumstances to expedite the process by which plans are 
updated and programs implemented. Finally, it is worth noting that the State, in accordance with 
flexibilities provided by HUD through a Mega Waiver, developed the plan through April 2021, although 
development was initially planned through August 2020. By extending its timeline, the State provided 
the public and stakeholders with more time to consider COVID-19 and comment on emerging needs. 
 
Commerce and DPHHS provided multiple opportunities for the public and stakeholders to comment on 
the creation and development of the draft 2020-2024 Montana Consolidated Plan for Housing and 
Community Development and the 2020-2021 AAP. First, in November and December 2018 the 
Departments conducted a Fair Housing Survey (Appendix B). Then, in February and March 2020 they 
conducted a Housing and Community Development Survey (Appendix B). To promote the Housing and 
Community Development Survey, Commerce and DPHHS developed a flyer with scan code, provided 
information on the Consolidated Plan webpage, and sent invitations to participate to approximately 
5,000 contacts. When the Housing and Community Development Survey closed in March 2020, over 300 
respondents had completed it. The Departments also held several focus groups to garner information 
from beneficiaries and stakeholders about affordable housing, economic development, community and 
ǇǳōƭƛŎ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘƛŜǎ ƻǊ άƛƴŦǊŀǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜΣέ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎΣ ŀƴŘ ƘƻƳŜƭessness with the aim of determining local and 
statewide needs and informing plan goals.  
 
Commerce and DPHHSΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ public meeting on March 23, 2020, sought input on the development of 
the draft 2020-2024 Montana Consolidated Plan for Housing and Community Development and 2020-
2021 AAP. Commerce and DPHHSΩǎ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ ƻƴ April 14, 2021, sought feedback on the 
published draft 2020-2024 Montana Consolidated Plan for Housing and Community Development and 
2020-2021 AAP. Both meetings were limited to remote participation due to concerns about COVID-19. 
Commerce announced the public meetings by emailing notices to approximately 5,000 contacts and 
publishing advertisements in newspapers across Montana. Approximately 22 individuals participated in 

https://commerce.mt.gov/conplan/documents
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the first meeting via webinar or phone. Approximately 16 individuals participated in the second meeting 
via webinar or phone. 
 
Consistent witƘ aƻƴǘŀƴŀΩǎ /tt ŀƴŘ ƛƴ ŀŎŎƻǊŘŀƴŎŜ ǿƛǘƘ aƻƴǘŀƴŀΩǎ /t5 aŜƎŀ ²ŀƛǾŜǊΣ ǘƘŜ {ǘŀǘŜ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ 
т ŘŀȅǎΩ ƴƻǘƛŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ мс Řŀȅǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ǘƻ ǊŜǾƛŜǿ ǘƘŜ ŘǊŀŦǘ /ƻƴǎƻƭƛŘŀǘŜŘ 
Plan and provide comment.  
  
Recordings of and/or minutes for ŜŀŎƘ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŦƻŎǳǎ ƎǊƻǳǇ ŀǊŜ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ƻƴ /ƻƳƳŜǊŎŜΩǎ 
website at https://commerce.mt.gov/conplan. Documentation of meetings (presentations, minutes, and 
official transcripts) are provided as Appendix C. 
 

5. Summary of public comments 
Verbal comments regarding the development of the draft 2020-2024 Montana Consolidated Plan for 
Housing and Community Development and draft 2020-2021 AAP were received during the public 
meeting on March 23, 2020. Commerce accepted comments through April 23, 2020, but did not receive 
written comments subsequent to the public meeting. All comments received were considered and 
incorporated into the draft documents.  
 
Verbal comments regarding the published draft 2020-2024 Montana Consolidated Plan for Housing and 
Community Development and draft 2020-2021 AAP were received during the public meeting on April 14, 
2021. Commerce accepted comments through April 23, 2021, and received one written comment 
subsequent to the public meeting. All comments received were considered and incorporated into the 
final documents. 
 
A summary of all public comments received during the development of and public comment periods for 
the draft 2020-2024 Montana Consolidated Plan for Housing and Community Development and draft 
2020-2021 AAP are provided as Appendix D. Additionally, minutes and/or official transcripts of meetings 
are published on /ƻƳƳŜǊŎŜΩǎ website at https://commerce.mt.gov/conplan and provided as Appendix 
C.  
 

6. Summary of comments or views not accepted and the reasons for not accepting them 
All comments were considered during the development of the draft 2020-2024 Montana Consolidated 
Plan for Housing and Community Development and draft 2020-2021 AAP. A summary of public 
comments or views received on the draft 2020-2024 Montana Consolidated Plan for Housing and 
Community Development and draft 2020-2021 AAP that are not accepted, if any, and the reasons for 
not accepting them are provided as Appendix D. 
 

7. Summary 
The 2020-2024 Montana Consolidated Plan for Housing and Community Development functions as: 

¶ A comprehensive 5-year planning document outlining the use of HUD funds primarily in the non-
ŜƴǘƛǘƭŜƳŜƴǘ ŀǊŜŀǎ ƻŦ aƻƴǘŀƴŀ ǘƘŀǘ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ housing, planning, infrastructure, 
economic, and homeless needs, with special emphasis on special needs populations, and the 
respective, planned resource investments to satisfy those needs; 

¶ A participatory public process among citizens, organizations, businesses, and other 
stakeholders; 

¶ An application by the State of Montana ŦƻǊ ŦŜŘŜǊŀƭ ŦǳƴŘǎ ǳƴŘŜǊ I¦5Ωǎ ŦƻǊƳǳƭŀ ƎǊŀƴǘ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎΤ 

¶ ! ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎȅ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ ōŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜŘ ƛƴ ŎŀǊǊȅƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ I¦5Ωǎ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎ ƛƴ aƻƴǘŀƴŀΤ ŀƴŘ 

https://commerce.mt.gov/conplan
https://commerce.mt.gov/conplan
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¶ ! ƳŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ǘƻƻƭ ŦƻǊ ŀǎǎŜǎǎƛƴƎ ǎǘŀǘŜ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜ ƛƴ ŎŀǊǊȅƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ I¦5Ωǎ ǇǊƻƎrams in 
Montana. 
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The Process 

PR-05 Lead & Responsible Agencies 24 CFR 91.300(b) 

Describe agency/entity responsible for preparing the Consolidated Plan and those responsible for 
administration of each grant program and funding source 
The following are the agencies responsible for preparing and administering the 2020-2024 Consolidated 
Plan for Housing and Community Development and 2020-2021 AAP and those responsible for 
administration of each grant program and funding source. 
 
Table 1 ς Responsible Agencies 

Agency Role Name Department/Agency 

Lead Agency Scott Osterman, Director 

Montana Department of Commerce 
CDBG Administrator 

Cheryl Cohen, Interim Division 
Administrator 

HOME Administrator 

HTF Administrator 

ESG Administrator Gene Hermanson, Division 
Administrator 

Montana Department of Public Health and 
Human Services HOPWA Administrator 

 

Narrative 
Commerce is the lead agency overseeing the development of the 2020-2024 Montana Consolidated Plan 
for Housing and Community Development and 2020-2021 AAP. Commerce administers the CDBG, 
HOME, and HTF programs covered by this plan. DPHHS administers the ESG Program as well as 
aƻƴǘŀƴŀΩǎ ŎƻƻǇŜǊŀǘƛǾŜ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊǎƘƛǇ ǿƛǘƘ bƻǊǘƘ ŀƴŘ {ƻǳǘƘ 5ŀƪƻǘŀ: the Housing Opportunities for 
tŜǊǎƻƴǎ ǿƛǘƘ !L5{ όIht²!ύ tǊƻƎǊŀƳ όά¢Ǌƛ-State Housing Environments for [ƛǾƛƴƎ tƻǎƛǘƛǾŜƭȅΣέ ƻǊ ά¢Ǌƛ-
{ǘŀǘŜ I9[tέύ, which is funded via competitive award and not through a CPD formula grant. 
 

Consolidated Plan Public Contact Information 
Cheryl Cohen, Interim Division Administrator 
Community Development Division 
Montana Department of Commerce 
Phone: 406-841-2770 
Email: DOCConPlan@mt.gov 
Web: http://commerce.mt.gov/conplan 
 

PR-10 Consultation ς 91.100, 91.110, 91.200(b), 91.300(b), 91.200(I) and 91.315(l)  

1. Introduction 
The 2020-2024 Montana Consolidated Plan for Housing and Community Development was developed in 
accordance with the 2020 Plan Year Citizen Participation Plan. This process provides a unifying 
opportunity for units of local government, the State of Montana, the public, interested organizations, 
ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƛǾŀǘŜ ǎŜŎǘƻǊ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ǇŀǊǘ ƛƴ ǎƘŀǇƛƴƎ aƻƴǘŀƴŀΩǎ ǳƴƛǉǳŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎΣ Ǿƛǘŀƭ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ƛƴŦǊŀǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜΣ 
economic competitiveness, housing opportunities, and homelessness programs. A list of all agencies, 
individuals, businesses, and organizations Commerce consulted in the development, preparation, and 
review of the 2020-2024 Montana Consolidated Plan for Housing and Community Development and 
2020-2021 AAP is contained in Appendix E. 
 

mailto:DOCConPlan@mt.gov
http://commerce.mt.gov/conplan
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tǊƻǾƛŘŜ ŀ ŎƻƴŎƛǎŜ ǎǳƳƳŀǊȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ǘƻ ŜƴƘŀƴŎŜ ŎƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ŀƴŘ ŀǎǎƛǎǘŜŘ 
housing providers and private and governmental health, mental health and service agencies (91.215(l)) 
The State of Montana strives to improve the delivery of housing and community development assistance 
to all Montanans. Commerce and DPHHS specifically support policies and programs that promote 
decent, safe, affordable housing and community services for the homeless and low-income households 
such as food banks, mental health centers, senior centers, and other facilities. Commerce and DPHHS 
maintain an email list of parties interested in the HUD-funded programs addressed in the 2020-2024 
Montana Consolidated Plan for Housing and Community Development, as well as the planning process 
(see Appendix E). Regular updates and information about the programs and the development, 
preparation, and review of the 2020-2024 Montana Consolidated Plan for Housing and Community 
Development are sent to this list, especially when soliciting public comment or providing notice of public 
meetings. 
 
/ƻƳƳŜǊŎŜΩǎ Montana Board of Housing, known in the community and conducting business as Montana 
Housing (MH), has used a broad-based άteamέ approach to address affordable housing issues through 
the Housing Coordinating Team. This model of addressing affordable housing issues is under 
assessment, and Commerce, ƛǎ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊƛƴƎ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ Ƴƻǎǘ ŜŦŦŜŎǘƛǾŜƭȅ ŜƴƎŀƎŜ άǘŜŀƳέ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
future.  
 
Commerce and DPHHS, with other key partners, are working collaboratively to address housing and 
healthcare needs in Montana, as outlined below.  

¶ Medicaid Innovation Accelerator Program (IAP) ς Safe and affordable housing is increasingly 
recognized as an essential component of health and an effective strategy for curbing high health 
care costs. Seeking to maximize Medicaid to reimburse for supportive housing services with the 
aim of improving health outcomes and reducing health care expenses, Commerce and DPHHS 
participated in the IAP in 2019 and 2020. The objectives of this collaboration were to (1) explore 
the viability of adding to or strengthening pre-tenancy and tenancy-sustaining services and (2) 
identify and secure housing resources for Medicaid beneficiaries receiving pre-tenancy and 
tenancy-ǎǳǎǘŀƛƴƛƴƎ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎΦ tŀǊǘ ŀƴŘ ǇŀǊŎŜƭ ǘƻ ǘƘƛǎ ǿƻǊƪ ƛǎ ŀƴ ŜŦŦƻǊǘ ƛƴ ǎŜǾŜƴ ƻŦ aƻƴǘŀƴŀΩǎ 
largest cities to identify frequent users of emergency shelters, emergency rooms, and 
correctional facilities. The IAP began the important work of aligning housing and healthcare 
policy in the state. 

¶ Mainstream Vouchers ς Commerce and DPHHS successfully completed a joint application for 
Mainstream Vouchers, which resulted in an award of 78 tenant-based vouchers, to be 
administered by the state PHA, with a $461,462 annual budget authority in November 2019 and 
May 2020. Assistance provided through this program will aid non-elderly persons with 
disabilities in obtaining decent, safe, and sanitary rental housing and connect residents with 
relevant, voluntary supportive services. 

¶ Interdepartmental Housing Integration Project (IHIP) ς With support from the Montana 
Healthcare Foundation, DPHHS, Commerce, and the MTCoC are establishing an 
interdepartmental housing and healthcare collaborative that will develop and advance priorities 
to best serve Montanans across housing and healthcare delivery systems. Areas of particular 
interest are homelessness, housing insecurity, and health services integration, with a focus on 
housing that is a social determinant of health. This effort furthers work that began during the 
IAP and involves identifying and engaging key stakeholders, inventorying current resources and 
efforts, and collaboratively setting priorities and developing a program structure. IHIP funds will 
support grant management activities, stakeholder planning and engagement, data analytics 
coordination, and contracted assistance. 
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The Mental Health Oversight Advisory Council is a statutory state advisory agency that provides 
guidance and oversight to DPHHS in the development and management of an effective public health 
system. The CouncilΩǎ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ ŎƻƴǎǳƳŜǊǎ ƻŦ ƳŜƴǘŀƭ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎΣ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƛƳƳŜŘƛŀǘŜ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ 
members, advocates for consumers or family members of consumers, the public at large, mental health 
service providers, legislators, and department representatives. The CouncƛƭΩǎ ƻōƧŜŎǘƛǾŜ ƛǎ ǘƻ ŎǊŜŀǘŜ ŀ 
mental health system that effectively serves families and individuals throughout Montana, including 
programs for housing, employment, education, and socialization. Both Commerce and DPHHS are 
members of the Council. 
 

Describe coordination with the Continuum of Care and efforts to address the needs of homeless persons 
(particularly chronically homeless individuals and families, families with children, veterans, and 
unaccompanied youth) and persons at risk of homelessness 
The Montana Continuum of Care Coalition (MTCoC) is a diverse statewide collaboration of homeless 
service providers including nonprofits, faith-based organizations, and local and state governments 
dedicated to planning and coordinating programs to make homelessness rare, brief, and one-time only. 
The Coalition was established for the purpose of carrying out the duties of the national Continuum of 
Care program, as provided for in federal statute 24 CFR Part 578. The MTCoC system is predicated upon 
community and regionally based continuum of care systems, which form the statewide coalition and 
continuum of care process. Commerce and DPHHS are involved in MTCoC meetings and committees. 
The MTCoC coordinator participated in the development, preparation, and review of the 2020-2024 
Montana Consolidated Plan for Housing and Community Development. 
 
Funds for permanent supportive housing and rapid rehousing across Montana are available on a 
competitive basis through the SǘŀǘŜΩǎ a¢/ƻ/ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎΦ ¢he 12 regional MTCoC districts, housed within 9 
of ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ 10 Human Resource Development Councils (HRDCs), serve the entire state of Montana 
with homeless assistance funds. Each of these regional MTCoC districts provides specific services of crisis 
stabilization and housing supports for veterans, unaccompanied youth, families with children, and 
chronically hoƳŜƭŜǎǎ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭǎ ŀƴŘ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎΦ !ƭƭ ƻŦ aƻƴǘŀƴŀΩǎ ǊŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ a¢/ƻ/ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƛƴǾƛǘŜŘ ǘƻ 
participate in the development, preparation, and review of this document, and serve as repositories for 
public review of the draft plan. 
 

Describe consultation with the Continuum(s) of Care that serves the state in determining how to allocate 
ESG funds, develop performance standards and evaluate outcomes, and develop funding, policies and 
procedures for the administration of HMIS 
DPHHS has an invested and integral role with the MTCoC. They coordinate strategy with ESG and 
participate in regular monthly meetings. The MTCoC and DPHHS have a joint agreement and policy 
ǎǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘ ŀŦŦƛǊƳƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ Ƴǳǘǳŀƭ ƎǳƛŘŀƴŎŜ ŦƻǊ aƻƴǘŀƴŀΩǎ ǳǎŜ ƻŦ 9{D funds including those provided to 
Montana as part of the CARES Act. Subrecipients of ESG must use Homeless Management Information 
System (HMIS) and work with their local Coordinated Entry System (CES) to operate the program. 
DPHHS is no longer the leading agent for HMIS; however, they were involved with the system transition, 
participating on the transition committee and working with the new providers, Pathways/MISI, to 
ensure a smooth transition. DPHHS continues to be involved in HMIS developments, training, and 
regular data cleaning. 
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2. Describe Agencies, groups, organizations and others who participated in the process and 
describe the jurisdictions consultations with housing, social service agencies and other entities 
 
Table 2 ς Agencies, Groups, Organizations who Participated 

# 
Agency/Group/ 
Organization 

Type(s) 
What Section of the Plan Was Addressed by 

Consultation? 
Action 

1 Montana 
Department of 
Commerce 
(Commerce) 

State Housing Needs Assessment; Public Housing 
Needs; Homeless Needs ς Chronically 
Homeless; Homeless Needs ς Families with 
Children; Homelessness Needs ς Veterans; 
Homelessness Needs ς Unaccompanied Youth; 
Homelessness Strategy; Non-Homeless Special 
Needs; HOPWA Strategy; Market Analysis; 
Economic Development; Lead-Based Paint 
Strategy; Anti-Poverty Strategy; Other ς 
Infrastructure 

Attended planning 
meetings to develop 
plan sections; 
included on email 
listserv; participated 
as public repository; 
attended public 
meetings 

2 Montana 
Department of 
Public Health and 
Human Services 
(DPHHS) 

State Housing Needs Assessment; Homeless Needs ς 
Chronically Homeless; Homeless Needs ς 
Families with Children; Homelessness Needs ς 
Veterans; Homelessness Needs ς 
Unaccompanied Youth; Homelessness Strategy; 
Non-Homeless Special Needs; HOPWA Strategy; 
Lead-Based Paint Strategy; Anti-Poverty 
Strategy 

Attended planning 
meetings to develop 
plan sections; 
included on email 
listserv; participated 
as public repository; 
attended public 
meetings 

3 A.W.A.R.E., Inc.,  Regional 

organization 

Housing Needs Assessment; Public Housing 

Needs; Homeless Needs ς Chronically 

Homeless; Homeless Needs ς Families with 

Children; Homelessness Needs ς Veterans; 

Homelessness Needs ς Unaccompanied Youth; 

Homelessness Strategy; Non-Homeless Special 

Needs; HOPWA Strategy; Market Analysis; 

Economic Development; Lead-Based Paint 

Strategy; Anti-Poverty Strategy 

Included on email 

listserv 

4 Action for 

Eastern Montana 

Regional 

organization  

Housing Needs Assessment; Public Housing 

Needs; Homeless Needs ς Chronically 

Homeless; Homeless Needs ς Families with 

Children; Homelessness Needs ς Veterans; 

Homelessness Needs ς Unaccompanied Youth; 

Homelessness Strategy; Non-Homeless Special 

Needs; HOPWA Strategy; Market Analysis; 

Economic Development; Lead-Based Paint 

Strategy; Anti-Poverty Strategy; Other ς 

Infrastructure 

Participated as 

public repository 

5 Action Inc. Nonprofit Housing Needs Assessment; Public Housing 

Needs; Homeless Needs ς Chronically 

Homeless; Homeless Needs ς Families with 

Children; Homelessness Needs ς Veterans; 

Homelessness Needs ς Unaccompanied Youth; 

Homelessness Strategy 

Provided input 

during focus group 
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What Section of the Plan Was Addressed by 

Consultation? 
Action 

6 Affiliated 

Developers, Inc. 

Nonprofit Housing Needs Assessment; Homeless Needs ς 

Chronically Homeless; Homeless Needs ς 

Families with Children; Homelessness Needs ς 

Veterans; Homelessness Needs ς 

Unaccompanied Youth; Non-Homeless Special 

Needs 

Provided input 

during focus group 

7 Anaconda 

Housing 

Authority 

PHA Housing Needs Assessment; Public Housing 

Needs; Homelessness Strategy; HOPWA 

Strategy; Lead-Based Paint Strategy 

Included on email 

listserv 

8 Bear Paw 

Development 

Corporation 

Regional 

organization 

Housing Needs Assessment; Non-Homeless 

Special Needs; Market Analysis; Economic 

Development; Lead-Based Paint Strategy; Anti-

Poverty Strategy; Other ς Infrastructure 

Included on email 

listserv 

9 Beartooth 

Resource 

Conservation and 

Development 

Area, Inc.  

Regional 

organization; 

nonprofit 

Housing Needs Assessment; Public Housing 

Needs; Homeless Needs ς Chronically 

Homeless; Homeless Needs ς Families with 

Children; Homelessness Needs ς Veterans; 

Homelessness Needs ς Unaccompanied Youth; 

Homelessness Strategy; Non-Homeless Special 

Needs; HOPWA Strategy; Market Analysis; 

Economic Development; Lead-Based Paint 

Strategy; Anti-Poverty Strategy; Other ς 

Infrastructure  

Included on email 

listserv; provided 

input during focus 

group  

10 Besaw Integrity 

Consulting 

Business 

Leaders 

Housing Needs Assessment; Public Housing 

Needs; Homeless Needs ς Chronically 

Homeless; Homeless Needs ς Families with 

Children; Homelessness Needs ς Veterans; 

Homelessness Needs ς Unaccompanied Youth; 

Homelessness Strategy 

Provided input 

during focus group 

11 Big Sky Economic 

Development 

Authority  

Regional 

organization 

Housing Needs Assessment; Public Housing 

Needs; Homeless Needs ς Chronically 

Homeless; Homeless Needs ς Families with 

Children; Homelessness Needs ς Veterans; 

Homelessness Needs ς Unaccompanied Youth; 

Homelessness Strategy; Non-Homeless Special 

Needs; HOPWA Strategy; Market Analysis; 

Economic Development; Lead-Based Paint 

Strategy; Anti-Poverty Strategy; Other ς 

Infrastructure  

Included on email 

listserv; provided 

input during focus 

group 

12 Billings Housing 

Authority 

PHA Housing Needs Assessment; Public Housing 

Needs; Homelessness Strategy; HOPWA 

Strategy; Lead-Based Paint Strategy 

Included on email 

listserv 
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Type(s) 
What Section of the Plan Was Addressed by 

Consultation? 
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13 Blackfeet 

Housing 

Authority 

PHA Housing Needs Assessment; Public Housing 

Needs; Homelessness Strategy; HOPWA 

Strategy; Lead-Based Paint Strategy 

Included on email 

listserv 

14 Butte Public 

Housing 

Authority (PHA) 

PHA Housing Needs Assessment; Public Housing 

Needs; Homelessness Strategy; HOPWA 

Strategy; Lead-Based Paint Strategy 

Included on email 

listserv  

15 Butte-Silver Bow 

Consolidated 

City-County 

County 

 

Housing Needs Assessment; Public Housing 

Needs; Homeless Needs ς Chronically 

Homeless; Homeless Needs ς Families with 

Children; Homelessness Needs ς Veterans; 

Homelessness Needs ς Unaccompanied Youth; 

Homelessness Strategy; Non-Homeless Special 

Needs; HOPWA Strategy; Market Analysis; 

Economic Development; Lead-Based Paint 

Strategy; Anti-Poverty Strategy; Other ς 

Infrastructure  

Included on email 

listserv; provided 

input during focus 

group  

16 Butte-Silver Bow 

Urban 

Revitalization 

Agency (URA) 

Regional 

organization 

Market Analysis; Economic Development Provided input 

during focus group 

17 Cascade County County Housing Needs Assessment; Public Housing 

Needs; Homeless Needs ς Chronically 

Homeless; Homeless Needs ς Families with 

Children; Homelessness Needs ς Veterans; 

Homelessness Needs ς Unaccompanied Youth; 

Homelessness Strategy; Non-Homeless Special 

Needs; HOPWA Strategy; Market Analysis; 

Economic Development; Lead-Based Paint 

Strategy; Anti-Poverty Strategy; Other ς 

Infrastructure  

Included on email 

listserv 

18 Chippewa-Cree 

Housing 

Authority 

PHA Housing Needs Assessment; Public Housing 

Needs; Homelessness Strategy; HOPWA 

Strategy; Lead-Based Paint Strategy 

Included on email 

listserv 

19 City of Billings Local Housing Needs Assessment; Public Housing 

Needs; Homeless Needs ς Chronically 

Homeless; Homeless Needs ς Families with 

Children; Homelessness Needs ς Veterans; 

Homelessness Needs ς Unaccompanied Youth; 

Homelessness Strategy; Non-Homeless Special 

Needs; HOPWA Strategy; Market Analysis; 

Economic Development; Lead-Based Paint 

Strategy; Anti-Poverty Strategy; Other ς 

Infrastructure  

Included on email 

listserv  
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Consultation? 
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20 City of Colstrip Local Housing Needs Assessment; Public Housing 

Needs; Homeless Needs ς Chronically 

Homeless; Homeless Needs ς Families with 

Children; Homelessness Needs ς Veterans; 

Homelessness Needs ς Unaccompanied Youth; 

Homelessness Strategy; Non-Homeless Special 

Needs; HOPWA Strategy; Market Analysis; 

Economic Development; Lead-Based Paint 

Strategy; Anti-Poverty Strategy; Other ς 

Infrastructure 

Provided input 

during focus group 

21 City of Great Falls Local Housing Needs Assessment; Public Housing 

Needs; Homeless Needs ς Chronically 

Homeless; Homeless Needs ς Families with 

Children; Homelessness Needs ς Veterans; 

Homelessness Needs ς Unaccompanied Youth; 

Homelessness Strategy; Non-Homeless Special 

Needs; HOPWA Strategy; Market Analysis; 

Economic Development; Lead-Based Paint 

Strategy; Anti-Poverty Strategy; Other ς 

Infrastructure  

Included on email 

listserv  

22 City of Helena Local Housing Needs Assessment; Public Housing 

Needs; Homeless Needs ς Chronically 

Homeless; Homeless Needs ς Families with 

Children; Homelessness Needs ς Veterans; 

Homelessness Needs ς Unaccompanied Youth; 

Homelessness Strategy; Non-Homeless Special 

Needs; HOPWA Strategy; Market Analysis; 

Economic Development; Lead-Based Paint 

Strategy; Anti-Poverty Strategy; Other ς 

Infrastructure 

Attended public 

meeting; provided 

input during focus 

group 

23 City of Kalispell Local Housing Needs Assessment; Public Housing 

Needs; Homeless Needs ς Chronically 

Homeless; Homeless Needs ς Families with 

Children; Homelessness Needs ς Veterans; 

Homelessness Needs ς Unaccompanied Youth; 

Homelessness Strategy; Non-Homeless Special 

Needs; HOPWA Strategy; Market Analysis; 

Economic Development; Lead-Based Paint 

Strategy; Anti-Poverty Strategy; Other ς 

Infrastructure  

Included on email 

listserv  
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Type(s) 
What Section of the Plan Was Addressed by 

Consultation? 
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24 City of Livingston Local Housing Needs Assessment; Public Housing 

Needs; Homeless Needs ς Chronically 

Homeless; Homeless Needs ς Families with 

Children; Homelessness Needs ς Veterans; 

Homelessness Needs ς Unaccompanied Youth; 

Homelessness Strategy; Non-Homeless Special 

Needs; HOPWA Strategy; Market Analysis; 

Economic Development; Lead-Based Paint 

Strategy; Anti-Poverty Strategy; Other ς 

Infrastructure  

Included on email 

listserv  

25 City of Missoula Local Housing Needs Assessment; Public Housing 

Needs; Homeless Needs ς Chronically 

Homeless; Homeless Needs ς Families with 

Children; Homelessness Needs ς Veterans; 

Homelessness Needs ς Unaccompanied Youth; 

Homelessness Strategy; Non-Homeless Special 

Needs; HOPWA Strategy; Market Analysis; 

Economic Development; Lead-Based Paint 

Strategy; Anti-Poverty Strategy; Other ς 

Infrastructure  

Included on email 

listserv 

26 City of Shelby  Local Housing Needs Assessment; Public Housing 

Needs; Homeless Needs ς Chronically 

Homeless; Homeless Needs ς Families with 

Children; Homelessness Needs ς Veterans; 

Homelessness Needs ς Unaccompanied Youth; 

Homelessness Strategy; Non-Homeless Special 

Needs; HOPWA Strategy; Market Analysis; 

Economic Development; Lead-Based Paint 

Strategy; Anti-Poverty Strategy; Other ς 

Infrastructure 

Provided input 

during focus group 

27 Communities for 

Veterans 

Regional 

Organization 

Housing Needs Assessment; Public Housing 

Needs; Homeless Needs ς Chronically 

Homeless; Homeless Needs ς Families with 

Children; Homelessness Needs ς Veterans; 

Homelessness Needs ς Unaccompanied Youth; 

Homelessness Strategy; Non-Homeless Special 

Needs; HOPWA Strategy; Market Analysis; 

Economic Development; Lead-Based Paint 

Strategy; Anti-Poverty Strategy; Other ς 

Infrastructure  

Included on email 

listserv  
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28 Community 

Action 

Partnership of 

Northwest 

Montana (HRDC) 

District X 

Regional 

organization; 

Services ς 

Elderly 

Persons; 

Services ς 

Children  

Housing Needs Assessment; Public Housing 

Needs; Homeless Needs ς Chronically 

Homeless; Homeless Needs ς Families with 

Children; Homelessness Needs ς Veterans; 

Homelessness Needs ς Unaccompanied Youth; 

Homelessness Strategy; Non-Homeless Special 

Needs; HOPWA Strategy; Market Analysis; Lead-

Based Paint Strategy; Anti-Poverty Strategy 

Included on email 

listserv; participated 

as public repository; 

provided input 

during focus group 

29 CTA Architects & 

Engineers 

Business 

leaders 

Housing Needs Assessment; Non-Homeless 

Special Needs; Market Analysis; Economic 

Development; Other ς Infrastructure  

Included on email 

listserv  

30 Cushing Terrell Business 

leaders 

Housing Needs Assessment; Non-Homeless 

Special Needs; Market Analysis; Economic 

Development; Other ς Infrastructure 

Provided input 

during focus group 

31 Dawson County 

Housing 

Authority 

PHA Housing Needs Assessment; Public Housing 

Needs; Homelessness Strategy; HOPWA 

Strategy; Lead-Based Paint Strategy 

Included on email 

listserv 

32 District IV Human 

Resource 

Development 

Council (HRDC) in 

Havre 

Regional 

organization; 

Services ς 

Elderly 

Persons; 

Services ς 

Children  

Housing Needs Assessment; Public Housing 

Needs; Homeless Needs ς Chronically 

Homeless; Homeless Needs ς Families with 

Children; Homelessness Needs ς Veterans; 

Homelessness Needs ς Unaccompanied Youth; 

Homelessness Strategy; Non-Homeless Special 

Needs; HOPWA Strategy; Market Analysis; Lead-

Based Paint Strategy; Anti-Poverty Strategy 

Included on email 

listserv; participated 

as public repository; 

provided input 

during focus group 

33 District VI Human 

Resource 

Development 

Council (HRDC) in 

Lewistown 

Regional 

organization; 

Services ς 

Elderly 

Persons; 

Services ς 

Children  

Housing Needs Assessment; Public Housing 

Needs; Homeless Needs ς Chronically 

Homeless; Homeless Needs ς Families with 

Children; Homelessness Needs ς Veterans; 

Homelessness Needs ς Unaccompanied Youth; 

Homelessness Strategy; Non-Homeless Special 

Needs; HOPWA Strategy; Market Analysis; Lead-

Based Paint Strategy; Anti-Poverty Strategy 

Included on email 

listserv; participated 

as public repository 

34 District VII 

Human Resource 

Development 

Council (HRDC) in 

Billings 

Regional 

organization; 

Services ς 

Elderly 

Persons; 

Services ς 

Children  

Housing Needs Assessment; Homeless Needs ς 

Chronically Homeless; Homeless Needs ς 

Families with Children; Homelessness Needs ς 

Veterans; Homelessness Needs ς 

Unaccompanied Youth; Homelessness Strategy; 

Non-Homeless Special Needs; HOPWA Strategy; 

Lead-Based Paint Strategy; Anti-Poverty 

Strategy 

Included on email 

listserv; provided 

input during focus 

group 
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35 District XI Human 

Resource 

Development 

Council (HRDC) in 

Superior 

Regional 

organization; 

Services ς 

Elderly 

Persons; 

Services ς 

Children  

Housing Needs Assessment; Public Housing 

Needs; Homeless Needs ς Chronically 

Homeless; Homeless Needs ς Families with 

Children; Homelessness Needs ς Veterans; 

Homelessness Needs ς Unaccompanied Youth; 

Homelessness Strategy; Non-Homeless Special 

Needs; HOPWA Strategy; Market Analysis; Lead-

Based Paint Strategy; Anti-Poverty Strategy 

Included on email 

listserv; participated 

as public repository; 

provided input 

during focus group 

36 District XII 

Human Resource 

Development 

Council (HRDC) in 

Butte 

Regional 

organization; 

Services ς 

Elderly 

Persons; 

Services ς 

Children  

Housing Needs Assessment; Homeless Needs ς 

Chronically Homeless; Homeless Needs ς 

Families with Children; Homelessness Needs ς 

Veterans; Homelessness Needs ς 

Unaccompanied Youth; Homelessness Strategy; 

Non-Homeless Special Needs; HOPWA Strategy; 

Lead-Based Paint Strategy; Anti-Poverty 

Strategy 

Included on email 

listserv 

37 Eastern Plains 

Economic 

Development 

Corporation 

Regional 

organization 

Housing Needs Assessment; Public Housing 

Needs; Homeless Needs ς Chronically 

Homeless; Homeless Needs ς Families with 

Children; Homelessness Needs ς Veterans; 

Homelessness Needs ς Unaccompanied Youth; 

Homelessness Strategy; Non-Homeless Special 

Needs; HOPWA Strategy; Market Analysis; 

Economic Development; Lead-Based Paint 

Strategy; Anti-Poverty Strategy; Other ς 

Infrastructure  

Included on email 

listserv; attended 

public meeting 

38 Ecolibrium Business 

leaders 

Housing Needs Assessment; Homelessness 

Strategy; Non-Homeless Special Needs; HOPWA 

Strategy; Market Analysis; Economic 

Development; Lead-Based Paint Strategy; Other 

ς Infrastructure  

Included on email 

listserv  

39 Fort Belknap 

Housing 

Authority 

PHA Housing Needs Assessment; Public Housing 

Needs; Homelessness Strategy; HOPWA 

Strategy; Lead-Based Paint Strategy 

Included on email 

listserv 

40 Fort Peck 

Housing 

Authority 

PHA Housing Needs Assessment; Public Housing 

Needs; Homelessness Strategy; HOPWA 

Strategy; Lead-Based Paint Strategy 

Included on email 

listserv 
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41 Garfield County County Housing Needs Assessment; Public Housing 

Needs; Homeless Needs ς Chronically 

Homeless; Homeless Needs ς Families with 

Children; Homelessness Needs ς Veterans; 

Homelessness Needs ς Unaccompanied Youth; 

Homelessness Strategy; Non-Homeless Special 

Needs; HOPWA Strategy; Market Analysis; 

Economic Development; Lead-Based Paint 

Strategy; Anti-Poverty Strategy; Other ς 

Infrastructure 

Provided input 

during focus group 

42 GL Development Private 

Industry 

Housing Needs Assessment; Public Housing 

Needs; Homeless Needs ς Families with 

Children; Homelessness Needs ς Veterans; 

Homelessness Needs ς Unaccompanied Youth; 

Homelessness Strategy; Non-Homeless Special 

Needs; Market Analysis; Economic 

Development; Lead-Based Paint Strategy; Anti-

Poverty Strategy; Other ς Infrastructure 

Included on email 

listserv 

43 Glasgow Housing 

Authority 

PHA Housing Needs Assessment; Public Housing 

Needs; Homelessness Strategy; HOPWA 

Strategy; Lead-Based Paint Strategy 

Included on email 

listserv 

44 Good Samaritan 

Ministries 

Nonprofit Housing Needs Assessment; Public Housing 

Needs; Homeless Needs ς Chronically 

Homeless; Homeless Needs ς Families with 

Children; Homelessness Needs ς Veterans; 

Homelessness Needs ς Unaccompanied Youth; 

Homelessness Strategy; Non-Homeless Special 

Needs; HOPWA Strategy; Economic 

Development; Anti-Poverty Strategy 

Attended public 

meeting 

45 Great Falls Public 

Housing 

Authority (PHA) 

PHA Housing Needs Assessment; Public Housing 

Needs; Homelessness Strategy; HOPWA 

Strategy; Lead-Based Paint Strategy 

Included on email 

listserv  

46 Great Northern 

Development 

Corporation 

Regional 

organization 

Housing Needs Assessment; Public Housing 

Needs; Homeless Needs ς Chronically 

Homeless; Homeless Needs ς Families with 

Children; Homelessness Needs ς Veterans; 

Homelessness Needs ς Unaccompanied Youth; 

Homelessness Strategy; Non-Homeless Special 

Needs; HOPWA Strategy; Market Analysis; 

Economic Development; Lead-Based Paint 

Strategy; Anti-Poverty Strategy; Other ς 

Infrastructure  

Included on email 

listserv; participated 

as public repository 
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47 Great West 

Engineering 

Business 

leaders 

Housing Needs Assessment; Non-Homeless 

Special Needs; Market Analysis; Economic 

Development; Other ς Infrastructure  

Included on email 

listserv; provided 

input during focus 

group  

48 Habitat for 

Humanity of 

Gallatin Valley 

Services ς 

Housing  

Housing Needs Assessment; Homeless Needs ς 

Chronically Homeless; Homeless Needs ς 

Families with Children; Homelessness Needs ς 

Veterans; Homelessness Needs ς 

Unaccompanied Youth; Homelessness Strategy; 

Non-Homeless Special Needs; HOPWA Strategy; 

Market Analysis; Lead-Based Paint Strategy; 

Anti-Poverty Strategy 

Included on email 

listserv  

49 HAVEN Services ς 

Victims of 

Domestic 

Violence 

Housing Needs Assessment; Homeless Needs ς 

Families with Children; Homelessness Needs ς 

Unaccompanied Youth; Homelessness Strategy; 

Non-Homeless Special Needs; Market Analysis; 

Anti-Poverty Strategy 

Included on email 

listserv  

50 Headwaters 

RC&D 

Regional 

organization 

Housing Needs Assessment; Non-Homeless 

Special Needs; Market Analysis; Economic 

Development; Lead-Based Paint Strategy; Anti-

Poverty Strategy; Other ς Infrastructure 

Included on email 

listserv 

51 Helena Housing 

Authority 

PHA Housing Needs Assessment; Public Housing 

Needs; Homeless Needs ς Chronically 

Homeless; Homeless Needs ς Families with 

Children; Homelessness Needs ς Veterans; 

Homelessness Needs ς Unaccompanied Youth; 

Homelessness Strategy; HOPWA Strategy; Lead-

Based Paint Strategy 

Included on email 

listserv; provided 

input during focus 

group 

52 Homeword Regional 

Organization 

Housing Needs Assessment; Public Housing 

Needs; Homeless Needs ς Chronically 

Homeless; Homeless Needs ς Families with 

Children; Homelessness Needs ς Veterans; 

Homelessness Needs ς Unaccompanied Youth; 

Homelessness Strategy; Non-Homeless Special 

Needs; HOPWA Strategy; Market Analysis; 

Economic Development; Lead-Based Paint 

Strategy; Anti-Poverty Strategy; Other ς 

Infrastructure  

Included on email 

listserv; participated 

as public repository; 

attended public 

meeting; provided 

comment 

53 Hot Springs 

Community 

Association 

Civic leader Housing Needs Assessment; Homelessness 

Strategy; Non-Homeless Special Needs; Anti-

Poverty Strategy; Market Analysis; Economic 

Development; Other ς Infrastructure  

Included on email 

listserv  



State of Montana  20 2020-2024 Consolidated Plan 

# 
Agency/Group/ 
Organization 

Type(s) 
What Section of the Plan Was Addressed by 

Consultation? 
Action 

54 Housing 

Solutions, LLC 

Business 

leaders 

Housing Needs Assessment; Homelessness 

Strategy; Non-Homeless Special Needs; HOPWA 

Strategy; Market Analysis; Economic 

Development; Lead-Based Paint Strategy 

Included on email 

listserv  

55 Human Resource 

Development 

Council (HRDC) 

District IX in 

Bozeman 

Regional 

Organization; 

Services ς 

Elderly 

Persons; 

Services ς 

Children  

Housing Needs Assessment; Public Housing 

Needs; Homeless Needs ς Chronically 

Homeless; Homeless Needs ς Families with 

Children; Homelessness Needs ς Veterans; 

Homelessness Needs ς Unaccompanied Youth; 

Homelessness Strategy; Non-Homeless Special 

Needs; HOPWA Strategy; Market Analysis; Lead-

Based Paint Strategy; Anti-Poverty Strategy 

Included on email 

listserv; participated 

as public repository; 

provided input 

during focus group 

56 Intermountain 

Planners, Inc.  

Business 

leaders 

Housing Needs Assessment; Non-Homeless 

Special Needs; Market Analysis; Economic 

Development; Other ς Infrastructure 

Provided input 

during focus group 

57 Interstate 

Engineering 

Business 

leaders 

Housing Needs Assessment; Non-Homeless 

Special Needs; Market Analysis; Economic 

Development; Other ς Infrastructure  

Provided input 

during focus group 

58 Kadrmas, Lee and 

Jackson 

Business 

leaders 

Housing Needs Assessment; Non-Homeless 

Special Needs; Market Analysis; Economic 

Development; Other ς Infrastructure  

Provided input 

during focus group  

59 KLJ Engineering Business 

leaders 

Housing Needs Assessment; Non-Homeless 

Special Needs; Market Analysis; Economic 

Development; Other ς Infrastructure  

Included on email 

listserv  

60 Lake County 

Community 

Development 

Corporation 

Regional 

organization 

Housing Needs Assessment; Public Housing 

Needs; Homeless Needs ς Chronically 

Homeless; Homeless Needs ς Families with 

Children; Homelessness Needs ς Veterans; 

Homelessness Needs ς Unaccompanied Youth; 

Homelessness Strategy; Non-Homeless Special 

Needs; HOPWA Strategy; Market Analysis; 

Economic Development; Lead-Based Paint 

Strategy; Anti-Poverty Strategy; Other ς 

Infrastructure  

Included on email 

listserv; attended 

public meeting 

61 Land Solutions, 

LLC 

Business 

leaders 

Housing Needs Assessment; Non-Homeless 

Special Needs; Market Analysis; Economic 

Development; Other ς Infrastructure  

Included on email 

listserv; provide 

input during focus 

group  
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62 Lewis & Clark 

County 

County Housing Needs Assessment; Public Housing 

Needs; Homeless Needs ς Chronically 

Homeless; Homeless Needs ς Families with 

Children; Homelessness Needs ς Veterans; 

Homelessness Needs ς Unaccompanied Youth; 

Homelessness Strategy; Non-Homeless Special 

Needs; HOPWA Strategy; Market Analysis; 

Economic Development; Lead-Based Paint 

Strategy; Anti-Poverty Strategy; Other ς 

Infrastructure 

Included on email 

listserv; attended 

public meeting; 

provided comment 

63 Living 

Independently 

for Today and 

Tomorrow (LIFTT) 

Regional 

organization 

Services ς 

Persons with 

Disabilities 

Housing Needs Assessment; Public Housing 

Needs; Homeless Needs ς Chronically 

Homeless; Homeless Needs ς Families with 

Children; Homelessness Needs ς Veterans; 

Homelessness Needs ς Unaccompanied Youth; 

Homelessness Strategy; Non-Homeless Special 

Needs; HOPWA Strategy; Market Analysis; 

Economic Development; Lead-Based Paint 

Strategy; Anti-Poverty Strategy 

Included on email 

listserv; participated 

as public repository 

64 Livingston Food 

Pantry 

Other ς Food 

Bank 

Housing Needs Assessment; Homeless Needs ς 

Chronically Homeless; Homeless Needs ς 

Families with Children; Homelessness Needs ς 

Veterans; Homelessness Needs ς 

Unaccompanied Youth; Homelessness Strategy; 

Non-Homeless Special Needs; HOPWA Strategy; 

Anti-Poverty Strategy 

Included on email 

listserv  

65 Local Initiatives 

Support 

Corporation 

(LISC) 

Regional 

Organization 

Housing Needs Assessment; Public Housing 

Needs; Homeless Needs ς Chronically 

Homeless; Homeless Needs ς Families with 

Children; Homelessness Needs ς Veterans; 

Homelessness Needs ς Unaccompanied Youth; 

Homelessness Strategy; Non-Homeless Special 

Needs; HOPWA Strategy; Market Analysis; 

Economic Development; Lead-Based Paint 

Strategy; Anti-Poverty Strategy; Other ς 

Infrastructure  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Included on email 

listserv 
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66 Madison County County 

 

Housing Needs Assessment; Public Housing 

Needs; Homeless Needs ς Chronically 

Homeless; Homeless Needs ς Families with 

Children; Homelessness Needs ς Veterans; 

Homelessness Needs ς Unaccompanied Youth; 

Homelessness Strategy; Non-Homeless Special 

Needs; HOPWA Strategy; Market Analysis; 

Economic Development; Lead-Based Paint 

Strategy; Anti-Poverty Strategy; Other ς 

Infrastructure  

Included on email 

listserv  

67 Malta 

Opportunities 

Nonprofit Market Analysis; Economic Development Provided input 

during focus group 

68 Midwest 

Assistance 

Program 

Regional 

organization 

Market Analysis; Economic Development; Anti-

Poverty Strategy; Other ς Infrastructure  

Included on email 

listserv  

69 Miles City Area 

Economic 

Development 

Council 

Regional 

organization 

Market Analysis; Economic Development Attended public 

meeting 

70 Miles City Public 

Housing 

Authority (PHA) 

PHA Housing Needs Assessment; Public Housing 

Needs; Homelessness Strategy; HOPWA 

Strategy; Lead-Based Paint Strategy 

Included on email 

listserv  

71 Missoula County County Housing Needs Assessment; Public Housing 

Needs; Homeless Needs ς Chronically 

Homeless; Homeless Needs ς Families with 

Children; Homelessness Needs ς Veterans; 

Homelessness Needs ς Unaccompanied Youth; 

Homelessness Strategy; Non-Homeless Special 

Needs; HOPWA Strategy; Market Analysis; 

Economic Development; Lead-Based Paint 

Strategy; Anti-Poverty Strategy; Other ς 

Infrastructure 

Attended public 

meeting; provided 

input during focus 

group 

72 Missoula Public 

Housing 

Authority (PHA) 

PHA Housing Needs Assessment; Public Housing 

Needs; Homelessness Strategy; HOPWA 

Strategy; Lead-Based Paint Strategy 

Included on email 

listserv; attended 

public meeting; 

provided input 

during focus group  
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73 Montana 

Association of 

Counties 

Regional 

organization 

Housing Needs Assessment; Public Housing 

Needs; Homeless Needs ς Chronically 

Homeless; Homeless Needs ς Families with 

Children; Homelessness Needs ς Veterans; 

Homelessness Needs ς Unaccompanied Youth; 

Homelessness Strategy; Non-Homeless Special 

Needs; HOPWA Strategy; Market Analysis; 

Economic Development; Lead-Based Paint 

Strategy; Anti-Poverty Strategy; Other ς 

Infrastructure 

Included on email 

listserv 

74 Montana Board 
of Housing (MH) 

State Housing Needs Assessment; Public Housing 
Needs; Homeless Needs ς Chronically 
Homeless; Homeless Needs ς Families with 
Children; Homelessness Needs ς Veterans; 
Homelessness Needs ς Unaccompanied Youth; 
Homelessness Strategy; Non-Homeless Special 
Needs; HOPWA Strategy; Market Analysis; Lead-
Based Paint Strategy; Anti-Poverty Strategy 

Included on email 
listserv  

75 Montana 

Business 

Assistance 

Connection 

Regional 

organization 

Housing Needs Assessment; Public Housing 

Needs; Homeless Needs ς Chronically 

Homeless; Homeless Needs ς Families with 

Children; Homelessness Needs ς Veterans; 

Homelessness Needs ς Unaccompanied Youth; 

Homelessness Strategy; Non-Homeless Special 

Needs; HOPWA Strategy; Market Analysis; 

Economic Development; Lead-Based Paint 

Strategy; Anti-Poverty Strategy; Other ς 

Infrastructure  

Included on email 

listserv  

76 Montana 

Community 

Development 

Corporation 

Regional 

organization 

Housing Needs Assessment; Non-Homeless 

Special Needs; Market Analysis; Economic 

Development; Lead-Based Paint Strategy; Anti-

Poverty Strategy; Other ς Infrastructure 

Participated as 

public repository; 

attended public 

meeting; provided 

comment 

77 Montana 

Continuum of 

Care Coalition 

(MTCoC) 

Regional 

organization 

Housing Needs Assessment; Public Housing 

Needs; Homeless Needs ς Chronically 

Homeless; Homeless Needs ς Families with 

Children; Homelessness Needs ς Veterans; 

Homelessness Needs ς Unaccompanied Youth; 

Homelessness Strategy; Non-Homeless Special 

Needs; HOPWA Strategy; Market Analysis; 

Economic Development; Lead-Based Paint 

Strategy; Anti-Poverty Strategy 

Included on email 

listserv  

78 Montana 
Department of 
Environmental 
Quality (DEQ) 

State Lead-Based Paint Strategy; Other ς 
Infrastructure 

Included on email 
listserv 
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# 
Agency/Group/ 
Organization 

Type(s) 
What Section of the Plan Was Addressed by 

Consultation? 
Action 

79 Montana 
Department of 
Labor & Industry 
(DLI) 

State Market Analysis; Economic Development; Anti-
Poverty Strategy 

Included on email 
listserv 

80 Montana 
Department of 
Natural 
Resources and 
Conservation 

State Economic Development; Other ς Infrastructure Included on email 
listserv 

81 Montana 
Department of 
Revenue (DOR) 

State Housing Needs Assessment; Economic 
Development; Market Analysis 

Included on email 
listserv  

82 Montana 
Department of 
Transportation 

State Non-Homeless Special Needs; Economic 
Development; Other ς Infrastructure 

Included on email 
listserv 

83 Montana 

Economic 

Developers 

Association 

(MEDA) 

Regional 

organization 

Market Analysis; Economic Development Provided input 

during focus group 

84 Montana Fair 

Housing 

Regional 

organization 

Housing Needs Assessment; Homeless Needs ς 

Chronically Homeless; Homeless Needs ς 

Families with Children; Homelessness Needs ς 

Veterans; Homelessness Needs ς 

Unaccompanied Youth; Homelessness Strategy; 

Non-Homeless Special Needs; HOPWA Strategy; 

Lead-Based Paint Strategy; Anti-Poverty 

Strategy 

Participated as 

public repository; 

attended public 

meeting; provided 

comment 

85 Montana Human 

Rights Bureau 

State Housing Needs Assessment; Homeless Needs ς 

Chronically Homeless; Homeless Needs ς 

Families with Children; Homelessness Needs ς 

Veterans; Homelessness Needs ς 

Unaccompanied Youth; Homelessness Strategy; 

Non-Homeless Special Needs; HOPWA Strategy; 

Lead-Based Paint Strategy; Anti-Poverty 

Strategy 

Participated as 

public repository 

86 Montana 

Independent 

Living Project 

(MILP) 

Regional 

organization 

Services ς 

Persons with 

Disabilities 

Housing Needs Assessment; Public Housing 

Needs; Homeless Needs ς Chronically 

Homeless; Homeless Needs ς Families with 

Children; Homelessness Needs ς Veterans; 

Homelessness Needs ς Unaccompanied Youth; 

Homelessness Strategy; Non-Homeless Special 

Needs; HOPWA Strategy; Market Analysis; 

Economic Development; Lead-Based Paint 

Strategy; Anti-Poverty Strategy 

Included on email 

listserv; participated 

as public repository 
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# 
Agency/Group/ 
Organization 

Type(s) 
What Section of the Plan Was Addressed by 

Consultation? 
Action 

87 Montana League 

of Cities and 

Towns 

Regional 

organization  

Housing Needs Assessment; Public Housing 

Needs; Homeless Needs ς Chronically 

Homeless; Homeless Needs ς Families with 

Children; Homelessness Needs ς Veterans; 

Homelessness Needs ς Unaccompanied Youth; 

Homelessness Strategy; Non-Homeless Special 

Needs; HOPWA Strategy; Market Analysis; 

Economic Development; Lead-Based Paint 

Strategy; Anti-Poverty Strategy; Other ς 

Infrastructure 

Included on email 

listserv; provided 

input during focus 

group 

88 Montana Reentry 

Initiative Task 

Force 

Statewide 

multi-agency 

task force 

Housing Needs Assessment; Public Housing 

Needs; Homelessness Strategy; Non-Homeless 

Special Needs; Market Analysis; Anti-Poverty 

Strategy 

Included on email 

listserv  

89 Montana State 

Library 

State Housing Needs Assessment; Homeless Needs ς 

Chronically Homeless; Homeless Needs ς 

Families with Children; Homelessness Needs ς 

Veterans; Homelessness Needs ς 

Unaccompanied Youth; Homelessness Strategy; 

Non-Homeless Special Needs; HOPWA Strategy; 

Lead-Based Paint Strategy; Anti-Poverty 

Strategy 

Participated as 

public repository 

90 Montana State 

University ς Local 

Government 

Center 

State Housing Needs Assessment; Non-Homeless 

Special Needs; Market Analysis; Economic 

Development; Anti-Poverty Strategy; Other ς 

Infrastructure 

Included on email 

listserv  

91 Montana West 

Economic 

Development 

Nonprofit Market Analysis; Economic Development Provided input 

during focus group 

92 Morrison-Maierle Business 

leaders 

Housing Needs Assessment; Non-Homeless 

Special Needs; Market Analysis; Economic 

Development; Other ς Infrastructure  

Provided input 

during focus group  

93 Mountain Plains 

Equity 

Business 

leaders 

Housing Needs Assessment; Homelessness 

Strategy; Non-Homeless Special Needs; HOPWA 

Strategy; Market Analysis; Economic 

Development; Lead-Based Paint Strategy 

Included on email 

listserv; participated 

as public repository 

94 Murtagh 

Municipal 

Engineering 

Business 

leaders 

Housing Needs Assessment; Non-Homeless 

Special Needs; Market Analysis; Economic 

Development; Other ς Infrastructure  

Included on email 

listserv  
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# 
Agency/Group/ 
Organization 

Type(s) 
What Section of the Plan Was Addressed by 

Consultation? 
Action 

95 NeighborWorks 

Great Falls 

Nonprofit Housing Needs Assessment; Public Housing 

Needs; Homeless Needs ς Chronically 

Homeless; Homeless Needs ς Families with 

Children; Homelessness Needs ς Veterans; 

Homelessness Needs ς Unaccompanied Youth; 

Homelessness Strategy; Non-Homeless Special 

Needs; HOPWA Strategy; Market Analysis; Lead-

Based Paint Strategy; Anti-Poverty Strategy 

Included on email 

listserv 

96 NeighborWorks 

Montana 

Regional 

Organization 

Housing Needs Assessment; Public Housing 

Needs; Homeless Needs ς Chronically 

Homeless; Homeless Needs ς Families with 

Children; Homelessness Needs ς Veterans; 

Homelessness Needs ς Unaccompanied Youth; 

Homelessness Strategy; Non-Homeless Special 

Needs; HOPWA Strategy; Market Analysis; 

Economic Development; Lead-Based Paint 

Strategy; Anti-Poverty Strategy; Other ς 

Infrastructure  

Included on email 

listserv; participated 

as public repository; 

provided input 

during focus group 

97 Nittany 

GrantWorks 

Business 

leaders 

Housing Needs Assessment; Homeless Needs ς 

Chronically Homeless; Homeless Needs ς 

Families with Children; Homelessness Needs ς 

Veterans; Homelessness Needs ς 

Unaccompanied Youth; Non-Homeless Special 

Needs; Market Analysis; Economic 

Development; Other ς Infrastructure 

Provided input 

during focus group 

98 North Central 

Independent 

Living Services 

Regional 

organization 

Services ς 

Persons with 

Disabilities 

Housing Needs Assessment; Public Housing 

Needs; Homeless Needs ς Chronically 

Homeless; Homeless Needs ς Families with 

Children; Homelessness Needs ς Veterans; 

Homelessness Needs ς Unaccompanied Youth; 

Homelessness Strategy; Non-Homeless Special 

Needs; HOPWA Strategy; Market Analysis; 

Economic Development; Lead-Based Paint 

Strategy; Anti-Poverty Strategy 

Included on email 

listserv; participated 

as public repository; 

attended public 

meeting; provided 

comment 

99 North Fork 

Development, 

LLC 

Private 

Industry 

Housing Needs Assessment; Homeless Needs ς 

Chronically Homeless; Homeless Needs ς 

Families with Children; Homelessness Needs ς 

Veterans; Homelessness Needs ς 

Unaccompanied Youth; Non-Homeless Special 

Needs 

Provided input 

during focus group 

100 Northern 

Cheyenne 

Housing 

Authority 

PHA Housing Needs Assessment; Public Housing 

Needs; Homelessness Strategy; Non-Homeless 

Special Needs; HOPWA Strategy; Lead-Based 

Paint Strategy; Anti-Poverty Strategy 

Included on email 

listserv  
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# 
Agency/Group/ 
Organization 

Type(s) 
What Section of the Plan Was Addressed by 

Consultation? 
Action 

101 Open Aid Alliance 

& Yellowstone 

AIDS Project 

Regional 

organization 

Housing Needs Assessment; Homeless Needs ς 

Chronically Homeless; Homeless Needs ς 

Families with Children; Homelessness Needs ς 

Veterans; Homelessness Needs ς 

Unaccompanied Youth; Homelessness Strategy; 

Non-Homeless Special Needs; HOPWA Strategy; 

Anti-Poverty Strategy 

Included on email 

listserv; provided 

input during focus 

group  

102 Opportunities, 

Inc. 

Regional 

organization 

Housing Needs Assessment; Homeless Needs ς 

Chronically Homeless; Homeless Needs ς 

Families with Children; Homelessness Needs ς 

Veterans; Homelessness Needs ς 

Unaccompanied Youth; Homelessness Strategy; 

Non-Homeless Special Needs; HOPWA Strategy; 

Lead-Based Paint Strategy; Anti-Poverty 

Strategy 

Participated as 

public repository 

103 Poplar (City of) 

Housing 

Authority 

PHA Housing Needs Assessment; Public Housing 

Needs; Homelessness Strategy; HOPWA 

Strategy; Lead-Based Paint Strategy 

Included on email 

listserv 

104 Prospera 

Business Network 

Regional 

organization 

Housing Needs Assessment; Non-Homeless 

Special Needs; Market Analysis; Economic 

Development; Lead-Based Paint Strategy; Anti-

Poverty Strategy; Other ς Infrastructure 

Included on email 

listserv 

105 Ravalli County 

Economic 

Development 

Authority  

Regional 

organization 

Housing Needs Assessment; Public Housing 

Needs; Homeless Needs ς Chronically 

Homeless; Homeless Needs ς Families with 

Children; Homelessness Needs ς Veterans; 

Homelessness Needs ς Unaccompanied Youth; 

Homelessness Strategy; Non-Homeless Special 

Needs; HOPWA Strategy; Market Analysis; 

Economic Development; Lead-Based Paint 

Strategy; Anti-Poverty Strategy; Other ς 

Infrastructure  

Included on email 

listserv  

106 Reach Inc. Nonprofit Non-Homeless Special Needs Attended public 

meeting; provided 

comment 
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# 
Agency/Group/ 
Organization 

Type(s) 
What Section of the Plan Was Addressed by 

Consultation? 
Action 

107 Richland 

Economic 

Development 

Corporation 

Regional 

organization 

Housing Needs Assessment; Public Housing 

Needs; Homeless Needs ς Chronically 

Homeless; Homeless Needs ς Families with 

Children; Homelessness Needs ς Veterans; 

Homelessness Needs ς Unaccompanied Youth; 

Homelessness Strategy; Non-Homeless Special 

Needs; HOPWA Strategy; Market Analysis; 

Economic Development; Lead-Based Paint 

Strategy; Anti-Poverty Strategy; Other ς 

Infrastructure  

Included on email 

listserv  

108 Richland Housing 

Authority 

PHA Housing Needs Assessment; Public Housing 

Needs; Homelessness Strategy; HOPWA 

Strategy; Lead-Based Paint Strategy 

Included on email 

listserv 

109 Robert Peccia & 

Associates 

Business 

leaders 

Housing Needs Assessment; Non-Homeless 

Special Needs; Market Analysis; Economic 

Development; Other ς Infrastructure 

Provided input 

during focus group 

110 Rocky Mountain 

Development 

Council 

Regional 

organization 

Housing Needs Assessment; Homeless Needs ς 

Chronically Homeless; Homeless Needs ς 

Families with Children; Homelessness Needs ς 

Veterans; Homelessness Needs ς 

Unaccompanied Youth; Homelessness Strategy; 

Non-Homeless Special Needs; HOPWA Strategy; 

Lead-Based Paint Strategy; Anti-Poverty 

Strategy 

Participated as 

public repository 

111 Ronan Housing 

Authority 

PHA Housing Needs Assessment; Public Housing 

Needs; Homelessness Strategy; HOPWA 

Strategy; Lead-Based Paint Strategy 

Included on email 

listserv 

112 Rural Community 

Assistance 

Corporation 

Regional 

organization 

Market Analysis; Economic Development; Anti-

Poverty Strategy; Other ς Infrastructure  

Included on email 

listserv  

113 Rural Economic 

Designs 

Business 

leaders 

Housing Needs Assessment; Non-Homeless 

Special Needs; Market Analysis; Economic 

Development; Other ς Infrastructure 

Provided input 

during focus group 

114 Salish & Kootenai 

Housing 

Authority 

PHA Housing Needs Assessment; Public Housing 

Needs; Homelessness Strategy; Non-Homeless 

Special Needs; HOPWA Strategy; Lead-Based 

Paint Strategy; Anti-Poverty Strategy 

Included on email 

listserv  

115 Snowy Mountain 

Development 

Corporation 

Regional 

organization 

Housing Needs Assessment; Non-Homeless 

Special Needs; Market Analysis; Economic 

Development; Lead-Based Paint Strategy; Anti-

Poverty Strategy; Other ς Infrastructure 

Included on email 

listserv; provided 

input during focus 

group 
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# 
Agency/Group/ 
Organization 

Type(s) 
What Section of the Plan Was Addressed by 

Consultation? 
Action 

116 Southeastern 

Montana 

Development 

Corporation 

Regional 

organization 

Housing Needs Assessment; Public Housing 

Needs; Homeless Needs ς Chronically 

Homeless; Homeless Needs ς Families with 

Children; Homelessness Needs ς Veterans; 

Homelessness Needs ς Unaccompanied Youth; 

Homelessness Strategy; Non-Homeless Special 

Needs; HOPWA Strategy; Market Analysis; 

Economic Development; Lead-Based Paint 

Strategy; Anti-Poverty Strategy; Other ς 

Infrastructure  

Included on email 

listserv; provided 

input during focus 

group 

117 Stahly 

Engineering & 

Associates 

Business 

leaders 

Housing Needs Assessment; Non-Homeless 

Special Needs; Market Analysis; Economic 

Development; Other ς Infrastructure  

Included on email 

listserv; provided 

input during focus 

group  

118 State Bank of 

Townsend 

Business 

leaders 

Housing Needs Assessment; Market Analysis; 

Economic Development 

Included on email 

listserv  

119 Summit Housing 

Group 

Business 

leaders 

Housing Needs Assessment; Homelessness 

Strategy; Non-Homeless Special Needs; HOPWA 

Strategy; Market Analysis; Economic 

Development; Lead-Based Paint Strategy 

Included on email 

listserv  

120 Summit 

Independent 

Living Center 

Regional 

organization 

Services ς 

Persons with 

Disabilities 

Housing Needs Assessment; Public Housing 

Needs; Homeless Needs ς Chronically 

Homeless; Homeless Needs ς Families with 

Children; Homelessness Needs ς Veterans; 

Homelessness Needs ς Unaccompanied Youth; 

Homelessness Strategy; Non-Homeless Special 

Needs; HOPWA Strategy; Market Analysis; 

Economic Development; Lead-Based Paint 

Strategy; Anti-Poverty Strategy 

Included on email 

listserv; attended 

public meeting 

121 Sweetgrass 

Development 

Regional 

organization 

Housing Needs Assessment; Public Housing 

Needs; Homeless Needs ς Chronically 

Homeless; Homeless Needs ς Families with 

Children; Homelessness Needs ς Veterans; 

Homelessness Needs ς Unaccompanied Youth; 

Homelessness Strategy; Non-Homeless Special 

Needs; HOPWA Strategy; Market Analysis; 

Economic Development; Lead-Based Paint 

Strategy; Anti-Poverty Strategy; Other ς 

Infrastructure  

Included on email 

listserv  

122 Tamarack 

Properties 

Management 

Company 

Business 

leaders 

Housing Needs Assessment; Homelessness 

Strategy; Non-Homeless Special Needs; HOPWA 

Strategy; Market Analysis; Economic 

Development; Lead-Based Paint Strategy 

Included on email 

listserv  
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# 
Agency/Group/ 
Organization 

Type(s) 
What Section of the Plan Was Addressed by 

Consultation? 
Action 

123 The Center for 

Children and 

Families 

Services ς 

Children, 

Persons with 

Disabilities, 

Victims of 

Domestic 

Violence, 

Education, 

Victims; Child 

Welfare 

Agency 

Housing Needs Assessment; Homeless Needs ς 

Families with Children; Homelessness Needs ς 

Unaccompanied Youth; Homelessness Strategy; 

Non-Homeless Special Needs; Market Analysis; 

Anti-Poverty Strategy 

Included on email 

listserv  

124 Town of Ekalaka Local Housing Needs Assessment; Public Housing 

Needs; Homeless Needs ς Chronically 

Homeless; Homeless Needs ς Families with 

Children; Homelessness Needs ς Veterans; 

Homelessness Needs ς Unaccompanied Youth; 

Homelessness Strategy; Non-Homeless Special 

Needs; HOPWA Strategy; Market Analysis; 

Economic Development; Lead-Based Paint 

Strategy; Anti-Poverty Strategy; Other ς 

Infrastructure 

Included on email 

listserv 

125 Triple Divide 

Consulting 

Business 

leaders 

Housing Needs Assessment; Public Housing 

Needs; Homeless Needs ς Chronically 

Homeless; Homeless Needs ς Families with 

Children; Homelessness Needs ς Veterans; 

Homelessness Needs ς Unaccompanied Youth; 

Homelessness Strategy; Non-Homeless Special 

Needs; HOPWA Strategy; Market Analysis; 

Economic Development; Lead-Based Paint 

Strategy; Anti-Poverty Strategy; Other ς 

Infrastructure 

Included on email 

listserv  

126 Triple Tree 

Engineering 

Business 

leaders 

Housing Needs Assessment; Non-Homeless 

Special Needs; Market Analysis; Economic 

Development; Other ς Infrastructure  

Provided input 

during focus group  

127 Trust Montana Regional 

organization 

Housing Needs Assessment; Homeless Needs ς 

Chronically Homeless; Homeless Needs ς 

Families with Children; Homelessness Needs ς 

Veterans; Homelessness Needs ς 

Unaccompanied Youth 

Attended public 

meeting; provided 

comment 
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# 
Agency/Group/ 
Organization 

Type(s) 
What Section of the Plan Was Addressed by 

Consultation? 
Action 

128 U.S. Department 

of Agriculture-

Rural 

Development 

(USDA-RD), 

Montana Field 

Office 

Federal Housing Needs Assessment; Homelessness 

Strategy; Non-Homeless Special Needs; Market 

Analysis; Economic Development; Anti-Poverty 

Strategy; Other ς Infrastructure  

Included on email 

listserv  

129 U.S. Department 

of the Interior ς 

Bureau of Indian 

Affairs, Indian 

Health Services 

Federal Housing Needs Assessment; Public Housing 

Needs; Homeless Needs ς Chronically 

Homeless; Homeless Needs ς Families with 

Children; Homelessness Needs ς Veterans; 

Homelessness Needs ς Unaccompanied Youth; 

Homelessness Strategy; Non-Homeless Special 

Needs; HOPWA Strategy; Market Analysis; Lead-

Based Paint Strategy; Anti-Poverty Strategy; 

Other ς Infrastructure  

Included on email 

listserv  

130 United Way of 

the Lewis & Clark 

Area 

Nonprofit Housing Needs Assessment; Public Housing 

Needs; Homeless Needs ς Chronically 

Homeless; Homeless Needs ς Families with 

Children; Homelessness Needs ς Veterans; 

Homelessness Needs ς Unaccompanied Youth; 

Homelessness Strategy; Non-Homeless Special 

Needs; HOPWA Strategy; Market Analysis; 

Economic Development; Lead-Based Paint 

Strategy; Anti-Poverty Strategy; Other ς 

Infrastructure 

Attended public 

meeting; provided 

comment; provided 

input during focus 

group 

131 Western 

Montana Mental 

Health Center 

Regional 

organization 

Housing Needs Assessment; Homeless Needs ς 

Chronically Homeless; Homeless Needs ς 

Families with Children; Homelessness Needs ς 

Veterans; Homelessness Needs ς 

Unaccompanied Youth; Homelessness Strategy; 

Non-Homeless Special Needs; HOPWA Strategy; 

Anti-Poverty Strategy 

Included on email 

listserv  

132 Whitefish 

Housing 

Authority 

PHA Housing Needs Assessment; Public Housing 

Needs; Homelessness Strategy; HOPWA 

Strategy; Lead-Based Paint Strategy 

Included on email 

listserv 

133 Windemere Real 

Estate 

Business 

leaders 

Housing Needs Assessment; Homelessness 

Strategy; Non-Homeless Special Needs; Market 

Analysis; Economic Development; Lead-Based 

Paint Strategy 

Included on email 

listserv  

134 Yaak Valley 

Forest Council  

Regional 

organization 

Market Analysis; Economic Development Attended public 

meeting 
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Identify any Agency Types not consulted and provide rationale for not consulting 
Table 2 lists those agencies, groups, and organizations that the State consulted with and who took a 
proactive step in participating in the development of the draft 2020-2024 Montana Consolidated Plan 
for Housing and Community Development. For a complete list of agencies, groups, and organizations 
that Commerce contacted regarding the development of the draft plan, see Appendix E. 
 
Commerce made every effort to be inclusive of all state and local agencies, groups, and organizations in 
this planning process.  
 
Table 3 ς Other Local / Regional / Federal Planning Efforts 

Name of 
Plan 

Lead 
Organization 

How do the goals of your Strategic Plan overlap with the goals of each plan 

Main 
Street 
Montana 
Project 

Governor of 
the State of 
Montana 

The 2020-2024 Consolidated Plan, the 2020-2021 AAPΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ DƻǾŜǊƴƻǊΩǎ 
business plan for the state share the same primary goals to provide decent 
housing, a suitable living environment, and expand economic opportunities in 
aƻƴǘŀƴŀΦ ¢ƘŜǎŜ Ǉƭŀƴǎ ǎŜŜƪ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘ aƻƴǘŀƴŀΩǎ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ ƭƛŦŜ ōȅ ǇǊƻǾƛŘƛƴƎ 
assistance and support to local community growth planning processes; developing 
housing, public health and safety, and local infrastructure strategies for 
sustainable growth and development; and assisting local efforts to revitalize 
historic downtown business districts. Both plans seek to strengthen and promote 
Montana to recruit businesses and workers by creating a statewide business and 
ŜƳǇƭƻȅŜŜ ǊŜŎǊǳƛǘƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǘŜƴǘƛƻƴ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎȅ ŦƻŎǳǎŜŘ ƻƴ aƻƴǘŀƴŀΩǎ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ ƭƛŦŜΤ 
ǇǊŜǎŜǊǾƛƴƎ aƻƴǘŀƴŀΩǎ ƻǳǘŘƻƻǊ ǊŜŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴ ƻǇǇƻǊtunities and environment; and 
strengthening public safety and infrastructure across Montana.  

State 
Montana 
Continuum 
of Care 

DPHHS The MTCoC provides funding for many of the same activities provided through the 
HUD-funded programs addressed in the 2020-2024 Consolidated Plan and 2020-
2021 AAP for homeless individuals and families.  

2020-2024 
Consolidat
ed Plan 

City of 
Billings 

The State and the City of Billings share the same primary goals to provide decent 
housing, a suitable living environment, and expand economic opportunities by 
preserving the existing affordable housing stock, creating new affordable housing 
opportunities, and expanding housing choice options for existing and potential 
residents to foster stable, socio-economically diverse neighborhoods.  

2019-2023 
Consolidat
ed Plan 

City of 
Missoula 

The State and the City of Missoula share the same primary goals to provide decent 
housing, a suitable living environment, and expand economic opportunities by 
ending homelessness, increasing affordable rental housing and homeownership 
opportunities, providing public facilities and infrastructure, achieving economic 
development, encouraging sustainability and decreasing or mitigating 
environmental hazards in housing and neighborhoods, eliminating barriers to 
affordable housing, planning to meet future community development needs, and 
expanding capacity to support community service needs. 

2020-2024 
Consolidat
ed Plan 

City of Great 
Falls 

The State and the City of Great Falls share the same primary goals to provide 
decent housing, a suitable living environment, and expand economic 
opportunities by rehabilitating public facilities to meet ADA accessibility standards 
and increase energy efficiency; building or rehabilitating transitional housing and 
providing assistance to homeless or special needs persons; providing support to 
community service agencies; assisting first-time homebuyers with down payment 
and closing costs; constructing, purchasing, and rehabilitating new and existing 
affordable homes for ownership and rental; and funding economic development 
projects that create jobs for persons of low to moderate income. 
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Describe cooperation and coordination among the State and any units of general local government, in the 
implementation of the Consolidated Plan (91.315(l)) 
Commerce worked cooperatively with DPHHS, the Montana Department of Labor & Industry (DLI), and 
DOR to develop the 2020-2024 Montana Consolidated Plan for Housing and Community Development. 
Commerce reached out to local governments through a variety of outlets, including surveys and focus 
groups. Table 2 provides a comprehensive list of local governments that participated in the Consolidated 
Plan process. 
 
The State of Montana works continuously to ensure that its state agencies and local governments across 
the state are informed about and involved in the implementation of the HUD-funded programs covered 
by the Consolidated Plan. Commerce and DPHHS oversee trainings, presentations, and workshops to 
provide information about the HUD-funded programs, including eligibility, available funding, and 
application guidelines. Commerce regularly presents to or participates in events of the Montana 
Association of Counties, the Montana League of Cities and Towns, the Montana Downtown Association, 
the Montana Housing Partnership Conference, the Montana Rural Water Conference, and the Qualified 
Allocation Plan. Commerce and DPHHS provide on-going technical assistance to local governments to 
help communities prioritize local needs, plan for meeting those needs, and successfully obtaining HUD 
funds and other funding sources for implementing projects. The State of Montana engages in additional 
public processes to draft and adopt administrative rules governing the application guidelines and 
administration manuals for the HUD-funded programs covered in this Consolidated Plan. 
 
Efforts to enhance coordination with private industry, businesses, developers, and social service 
agencies 
The State of Montana interacts with other agencies, businesses, developers, social service agencies and 
other organizations to enhance the coordination of efforts to develop housing, support communities, 
and generate economic development. Commerce supports a broad-based approach to address 
affordable housing and community development issues through the Consolidated Plan Steering 
Committee; Water, Wastewater and Solid Waste Action Coordinating Team (W2ASACT); and the 
Montana Economic Developers Association (MEDA). 
 
Additionally, the Community Technical Assistance Program (CTAP) housed within CommerceΩǎ 
Community Development Division (CDD) provides direct technical assistance to local governments and 
elected officials, land use planners, associated professionals and members of the public on issues 
related to land use planning and development throughout the state. CTAP helps educate constituents on 
planning best practices, policy and even regulations that promote affordable housing and support 
resilient community and economic development. Through hands-on training, workshops, webinars, 
online resources, direct technical assistance by phone or email, and collaboration with local, state, and 
federal agencies, communities learn how to more effectively utilize policy, code and regulations such as 
zoning, subdivision, building code and tax increment financing tools to helpτnot hinderτthe 
development of affordable housing alternatives in their jurisdiction. Additionally, the link between 
affordable housing and transportation alternatives, proximity to jobs, public services and education is 
also an important focus of the CTAP program. The Montana Main Street Program (another CDD 
program) further supports these actions by offering additional technical assistance aimed at downtown 
revitalization through proactive planning and development incentives that support diversity in housing 
alternatives in MontanaΩǎ ǊǳǊŀƭ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎΦ 
 
Through these coordinated efforts, private industry, businesses, developers, and social service agencies 
have resources available to them and an opportunity to provide input into the Consolidated Plan. 
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Narrative (optional): 
Not applicable. 
 

PR-15 Citizen Participation ς 91.105, 91.115, 91.200(c) and 91.300(c) 

1. Summary of citizen participation process/Efforts made to broaden citizen participation 

Summarize citizen participation process and how it impacted goal-setting 
Three key stepǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǘŀƪŜƴ ǘƻ Ŧƻƭƭƻǿ aƻƴǘŀƴŀΩǎ ŎƛǘƛȊŜƴ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘƛƻƴ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎΦ CƛǊǎǘΣ ǘǿƻ ǎǳǊǾŜȅǎ 
regarding housing and community development needs and fair housing needs were circulated. Second, 
ten focus group meetings on the topics of economic development, homelessness, housing, 
infrastructure, and planning were held. Finally, Montana held public hearings to provide the public the 
opportunity to offer input in the development of the 2020-2024 Montana Consolidated Plan for Housing 
and Community Development and 2020-2021 AAP (Consolidated Plan) documents. 
 
Commerce developed a list of over 5,000 contacts of members of the public; city, town, and county 
officials; independent and professional consultants; for-profit entities; nonprofit entities; state and 
federal agencies; and, various other organizations that play a role in the development of a 
comprehensive housing, community, and economic development strategy for Montana (Appendix E). 
The stakeholders were notified of all aspects of the development of the Consolidated Plan documents, 
including links to the surveys, invitations to attend public meetings, and notice of availability of draft 
documents for review and comment. All meetings were limited to remote participation due to concerns 
about COVID-19; all meeting materials, minutes, and transcripts were made available via the Commerce 
website; and all Consolidated Plan documents were available in hardcopy at designated repositories 
throughout the state or upon request. 
 
Commerce developed a scan code and posted links on its website for online survey participation. All 
surveys were publicized on flyers and visual boards displayed at repositories and other strategic 
locations. When the Housing and Community Development Survey closed in March 2020, over 300 
respondents had completed it (Appendix B). 
 
In 2020, Commerce also held ten focus group meetings to gain input from stakeholders with expertise 
related specifically to affordable housing, economic development, community and public facilities or 
άƛƴŦǊŀǎǘǊǳcture,έ planning, and homelessness. Two focus groups on homelessness were conducted 
March 31 and April 16, with 9 and 14 attendees, respectively; one focus group on planning was 
conducted April 3, with 13 attendees; three focus groups on affordable housing were conducted 
November 16, 17, and 18, with 3, 2, and 4 attendees, respectively; one focus group on economic 
development was conducted November 19, with 8 attendees; and three focus groups on infrastructure 
were conducted November 23, 24, and 25, with 5, 2, and 3 attendees, respectively. In all, over 50 
experts attended the ten focus group meetings. Commerce published meeting minutes or official 
transcripts for all ten focus group meetings on its website; these minutes and transcripts are provided in 
Appendix C. 
 
Commerce held two public hearings while developing the 2020-2024 Montana Consolidated Plan. The 
first hearing took place on March 23, 2020; the second hearing was held April 14, 2021. Approximately 
38 individuals attended both hearings, with 22 participants recorded for the first hearing and 16 
participants recorded for the second hearing. aƻƴǘŀƴŀΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƘŜŀǊƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘ ǇŜǊƛƻŘ ǿŜǊŜ 
ŀƴƴƻǳƴŎŜŘ aŀǊŎƘ уΣ нлнлΣ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŀŎŎŜǇǘŜŘ aŀǊŎƘ ф ǘƻ !ǇǊƛƭ ноΣ нлнлΦ aƻƴǘŀƴŀΩǎ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ 
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hearing and comment period were announced April 7, 2021, and comments were accepted April 8 to 
April 23, 2021.  
 
Commerce also shared information about the 2020-2024 Montana Consolidated Plan during its Mega 
Waiver and 2015-2019 AAP amendments hearing on April 14, 2020. This hearing and associated 
comment period were announced March 27, 2020, and comments were accepted March 28 to April 28, 
2020. 
 
As stated previously, consistent with its CPP and in accordance with its Mega Waiver, the State provided 
т ŘŀȅǎΩ notice of the second hearing and 16 days for the public to review the draft Consolidated Plan and 
provide comment. 
 
Public comments and views submitted during the surveys, public hearings, and comment periods were 
used in determining the goals and priorities of the Consolidated Plan. 
 
Documentation detailing the citizen participation process, along with official transcripts and/or meeting 
minutes of all meetings held, is available on CommerceΩǎ website. Commerce used its website 
throughout the development oŦ aƻƴǘŀƴŀΩǎ /ƻƴǎƻƭƛŘŀǘŜŘ tƭŀƴ to enhance public participation, increase 
access to information, and publish plan documents (Appendix E). Commerce utilized email and 
newspaper advertisements to notify the public of all plan activities (Appendix E). Furthermore, 
Commerce made the plan available in hardcopy at various repositories across the state and upon 
request. 
 

Citizen Participation Outreach 
 
Table 4 ς Citizen Participation Outreach 

# 
Mode of 
Outreach 

Target of Outreach Summary of Outreach Outcomes URL (If applicable) 

1 

Other ς 
Email 
Listserv 

Non-targeted/ broad 
community 

Summary of response/attendance: 
Commerce announced the development and 
availability of the Draft 2020-2024 Montana 
Consolidated Plan for Housing and Community 
Development and 2020-2021 AAP by emailing 
notice to the Consolidated Plan contact list. 
Summary of comments received: See 
Appendix D for a summary of comments 
received and responses provided. 
Summary of comments not accepted and 
reasons: See Appendix D for a summary of 
comments not accepted and reasons. 

See Appendix E for 
a list of citizens 
and organizations 
consulted. 
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# 
Mode of 
Outreach 

Target of Outreach Summary of Outreach Outcomes URL (If applicable) 

2 

Public 
Meeting 

Residents of Public 
and Assisted 
Housing; Other ς 
Developers of 
Housing, Economic 
Development 
Specialists, Planners, 
Service Providers, 
and Individuals 
Experiencing or At 
Risk of Experiencing 
Homelessness 

Summary of response/attendance: 
Commerce and DPHHS invited various 
stakeholders to participate in five focus 
groups, which included affordable housing, 
economic development, community and 
ǇǳōƭƛŎ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘƛŜǎ ƻǊ άƛƴŦǊŀǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜΣέ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎΣ 
and homelessness. 
Summary of comments received: See 
Appendix D for a summary of comments 
received and responses provided. 
Summary of comments not accepted and 
reasons: See Appendix D for a summary of 
comments not accepted and reasons.  

See Appendix E for 
documentation 
showing citizens 
and organizations 
invited to 
participate in each 
of the focus 
groups.  

3 

Public 
Hearing 

Non-targeted/ broad 
community 

Summary of response/attendance: 
Commerce and DPHHS held two public 
hearings: one before publishing the draft plan 
and one after publishing the draft plan. The 
first hearing was held on March 23, 2020, and 
sought input on the development of the plan; 
the second hearing was held on April 14, 2021, 
and sought feedback on the published draft 
plan. Both meetings were limited to remote 
participation due to concerns about COVID-19. 
Summary of comments received: See 
Appendix D for a summary of comments 
received and responses provided. 
Summary of comments not accepted and 
reasons: See Appendix D for a summary of 
comments not accepted and reasons. 

N/A 

4 

Newspaper 
Ad 

Non-targeted/ broad 
community 

Summary of response/attendance: 
Commerce announced the development and 
availability of the Draft 2020-2024 Montana 
Consolidated Plan for Housing and Community 
Development and 2020-2021 AAP by 
publishing advertisements in newspapers 
across Montana. Summary of comments 
received: See Appendix D for a summary of 
comments received and responses provided. 
Summary of comments not accepted and 
reasons: See Appendix D for a summary of 
comments not accepted and reasons. 

N/A 
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# 
Mode of 
Outreach 

Target of Outreach Summary of Outreach Outcomes URL (If applicable) 

5 

Internet 
Outreach 

Non-targeted/ broad 
community 

Summary of response/attendance: 
Commerce announced the development and 
availability of the Draft 2020-2024 Montana 
Consolidated Plan for Housing and Community 
Development and 2020-2021 AAP on its 
website, as well as posted all plan documents 
for public review. 
Summary of comments received: See 
Appendix D for a summary of comments 
received and responses provided. 
Summary of comments not accepted and 
reasons: See Appendix D for a summary of 
comments not accepted and reasons. 

https://commerce.
mt.gov/conplan 

6 

Other ς 
Public 
Repositories 

Non-targeted/ broad 
community 

Summary of response/attendance: 
Commerce provided the public with access to 
hardcopies of the Draft 2020-2024 Montana 
Consolidated Plan for Housing and Community 
Development and 2020-2021 AAP at over 20 
publicly accessible locations across Montana. 
Summary of comments received: See 
Appendix D for a summary of comments 
received and responses provided. 
Summary of comments not accepted and 
reasons: See Appendix D for a summary of 
comments not accepted and reasons. 

https://commerce.
mt.gov/conplan/re
positories 

 
 
  

https://commerce.mt.gov/conplan
https://commerce.mt.gov/conplan
https://commerce.mt.gov/conplan/repositories
https://commerce.mt.gov/conplan/repositories
https://commerce.mt.gov/conplan/repositories
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Needs Assessment 

NA-05 Overview 

Needs Assessment Overview 
¢ƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ƴŀǊǊŀǘƛǾŜ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜǎ aƻƴǘŀƴŀΩǎ ǎƻŎƛƻŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊƛǎǘƛŎǎΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴΣ ǊŀŎŜ 
and ethnicity, disability, poverty, and unemployment rates with respect to housing needs. Data in this 
section was gathered from the U.S Census Bureau, the U.S. Bureau of Economic Analysis, the U.S. 
.ǳǊŜŀǳ ƻŦ [ŀōƻǊ {ǘŀǘƛǎǘƛŎǎΣ ŀƴŘ I¦5Φ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ ŀƴŀƭȅȊŜ aƻƴǘŀƴŀΩǎ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ŀƴŘ 
economic status and determine prospective trends and patterns in growth over the next 5 years. Tables 
in this Section were pre-populated with HUD data from the 2013-2017 American Community Survey 
(ACS), and where indicated, Commerce provided additional data. 
 
Local, state, and federal agencies recognize the role that transportation costs play in calculating the 
affordability of housing. HUD encourages the coordination of housing, transportation, water, and other 
infrastructure investments to make neighborhoods more prosperous, allow people to live closer to jobs, 
save households time and money, and reduce pollution. The Location Affordability Index and other tools 
help planners, policymakers, and the private sector make decisions about land use, housing, 
transportation, and economic development by illustrating how housing and transportation costs impact 
affordability. The State of Montana will use these tools and other data resources to help stakeholders 
understand, and ultimately reduce, the combined housing and transportation cost burden borne by 
Montana families. 
 

NA-10 Housing Needs Assessment - 24 CFR 91.305 (a,b,c) 

Summary of Housing Needs 
The State of Montana has a population of 1,029,862 with 423,091 households (2017 5-year and 1-year 
ACS estimates). This represents a 4.1% population increase and a 3.3% household increase since 2010 
(2010 Census, 2006-2010 ACS, base year). aƻƴǘŀƴŀΩǎ median household income for 2017 according to 
ACS 1-year estimates is $53,386, a 25.1% increase over 2010. Table 5 details these assessment 
demographics. 
 
The 2010 Census indicates that the State of Montana has 482,825 housing units, with 409,607 occupied 
and 73,218 vacant. According to the ACS (most recent 5-year estimates)Σ aƻƴǘŀƴŀΩǎ 2018 housing stock 
includes 505,685 total units, of which 423,240 units are occupied with 286,553 owner-occupied units 
and 136,687 renter-occupied units. This housing stock comprises 80,947 multifamily units, 368,582 
single-family units and 55,335 mobile home units. 2018 estimates show a homeowner rate of 67.7% and 
a renter rate of 32.3% as well as a homeowner vacancy rate of 1.4% and a rental vacancy rate of 6.3%.  
 
The 2019 Montana Housing Status Survey, also known as the Point-In-Time (PIT) Homeless Survey, 
counted 1,357 homeless persons, including 410 homeless individuals belonging to a family with children, 
8 unaccompanied homeless youth, and 939 homeless adults. Of the 1,357 homeless persons counted, 
228 are considered chronically homeless. 
 
HUD categorizes housing problems based on three conditions:  

1. Overcrowding (more than 1.0 person per room or, in cases of severe overcrowding, more than 
1.5 persons per room),  

2. Lack of complete plumbing or kitchen facilities, and  
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3. Cost burden (more than 30% of income goes to housing or, in cases of severe cost burden, more 
than 50% of income goes to housing).  

 
HUD provides custom tabulations of ACS data from the U.S. Census Bureau, known as the άCHASέ data 
(Comprehensive Housing Affordability Strategy). These data demonstrate the extent of housing 
problems and housing needs, particularly for low-income households. These data, specific to Montana, 
are provided in Tables 6 through 12. 
 
Table 5 ς Housing Needs Assessment Demographics 

Demographics Base Year: 2010 Most Recent Year: 2017 % Change 

Population 989,415 1,029,862 4.1% 

Households 409,607 423,091 3.3% 

Median Income $42,666 $53,386 25.1% 
Data Source: 2010 Census; 2006-2010 ACS (Base Year), 2013-2017 ACS (Most Recent Year) 

 

Number of Households Table 
 
Table 6 ς Total Households Table 

Household Type 
0-30% 

HAMFI*  
>30-50% 
HAMFI*  

>50-80% 
HAMFI*  

>80-100% 
HAMFI*  

>100% 
HAMFI*  

Total Households**  56,825 54,710 79,915 44,675 176,530 

Small Family Households**  13,910 13,905 24,425 17,025 88,525 

Large Family Households 2,390 3,215 5,545 3,590 13,010 

Household contains at least one 
person 62-74 years of age 

10,960 12,490 19,595 11,125 43,060 

Household contains at least one 
person age 75 or older 

8,090 11,075 11,525 4,855 12,585 

Households with one or more children 
6 years old or younger 

7,405 8,005 11,290 6,725 23,845 

Data Source: 2012-2016 CHAS 
* HUD Median Family Income (HAMFI) 
** The highest income category for these family types is >80% HAMFI 

 

Housing Needs Summary Tables 

1. Housing Problems (Households with one of the listed needs) 
 
Table 7 ς Housing Problems 1 

Housing 
Problems 

Renter Owner 

0-30% 
AMI 

>30-
50% 
AMI 

>50-
80% 
AMI 

>80-
100% 
AMI 

Total*  
0-30% 
AMI 

>30-
50% 
AMI 

>50-
80% 
AMI 

>80-
100% 
AMI 

Total*  

NUMBER OF HOUSEHOLDS 

Substandard 
Housing - 
Lacking 
complete 
plumbing or 
kitchen facilities 

965 860 590 295 2,710 575 250 345 200 1,370 
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Housing 
Problems 

Renter Owner 

0-30% 
AMI 

>30-
50% 
AMI 

>50-
80% 
AMI 

>80-
100% 
AMI 

Total*  
0-30% 
AMI 

>30-
50% 
AMI 

>50-
80% 
AMI 

>80-
100% 
AMI 

Total*  

Severely 
Overcrowded - 
With >1.51 
people per 
room (and 
complete 
kitchen and 
plumbing) 

240 570 420 85 1,315 80 85 170 90 425 

Overcrowded - 
With 1.01-1.5 
people per 
room (and none 
of the above 
problems) 

885 630 905 395 2,815 295 495 570 420 1,780 

Housing cost 
burden greater 
than 50% of 
income (and 
none of the 
above 
problems) 

19,145 4,970 765 155 25,035 10,555 6,045 4,140 870 21,610 

Housing cost 
burden greater 
than 30% of 
income (and 
none of the 
above 
problems) 

4,525 11,635 7,510 1,025 24,695 4,550 6,265 11,130 5,705 27,650 

Zero/negative 
Income (and 
none of the 
above 
problems) 

2,025 0 0 0 2,025 1,900 0 0 0 1,900 

Data Source: 2012-2016 CHAS 
* Total less than 100% AMI 
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2. Housing Problems 2 (Households with one or more Severe Housing Problems: Lacks kitchen or 
complete plumbing, severe overcrowding, severe cost burden) 
 
Table 8 ς Housing Problems 2 

Housing 
Problems 

Renter Owner 

0-30% 
AMI 

>30-
50% 
AMI 

>50-
80% 
AMI 

>80-
100% 
AMI 

Total*  
0-30% 
AMI 

>30-
50% 
AMI 

>50-
80% 
AMI 

>80-
100% 
AMI 

Total*  

NUMBER OF HOUSEHOLDS 

Having 1 or 
more of 
four 
housing 
problems 

25,760 18,670 10,190 1,955 56,575 16,055 13,135 16,355 7,285 52,830 

Having 
none of 
four 
housing 
problems 

6,945 8,315 21,560 11,405 48,225 4,595 14,595 31,810 24,025 75,025 

Household 
has 
negative 
income, 
but none of 
the other 
housing 
problems 

2,025 0 0 0 2,025 1,900 0 0 0 1,900 

Data Source: 2012-2016 CHAS 
* Total less than 100% AMI 

 

3. Cost Burden > 30% 

 
Table 9 ς Cost Burden > 30% 

Household 
Type 

Renter Owner 

0-30% 
AMI 

>30-50% 
AMI 

>50-
80% 
AMI 

Total 
0-30% 
AMI 

>30-50% 
AMI 

>50-80% 
AMI 

Total 

NUMBER OF HOUSEHOLDS 

Small Related 6,790 5,295 2,720 14,805 3,420 3,380 5,665 12,465 

Large Related 1,140 1,040 590 2,770 530 725 1,250 2,505 

Elderly 4,865 4,310 1,550 10,725 7,075 5,885 5,080 18,040 

Other 12,270 7,070 3,890 23,230 4,560 2,565 3,535 10,660 

Total need by 
income 

25,065 17,715 8,750 51,530 15,585 12,555 15,530 43,670 

Data Source: 2012-2016 CHAS 
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4. Cost Burden > 50% 
 
Table 10 ς Cost Burden > 50% 

Household 
Type 

Renter Owner 

0-30% 
AMI 

>30-
50% 
AMI 

>50-
80% 
AMI 

Total 
0-30% 
AMI 

>30-
50% 
AMI 

>50-
80% 
AMI 

Total 

NUMBER OF HOUSEHOLDS 

Small Related 5,485 1,655 130 7,270 2,685 1,800 1,320 5,805 

Large Related 870 190 0 1,060 405 250 180 835 

Elderly 3,470 1,450 410 5,330 4,375 2,670 1,680 8,725 

Other 10,400 2,075 390 12,865 3,435 1,405 1,050 5,890 

Total need by 
income 

20,225 5,370 930 26,525 10,900 6,125 4,230 21,255 

Data Source: 2012-2016 CHAS 

 

5. Crowding (More than one person per room) 
 
Table 11 ς Crowding Information ς 1 of 2 

Household Type 

Renter Owner 

0-30% 
AMI 

>30-
50% 
AMI 

>50-
80% 
AMI 

>80-
100% 
AMI 

Total 
0-

30% 
AMI 

>30-
50% 
AMI 

>50-
80% 
AMI 

>80-
100% 
AMI 

Total 

NUMBER OF HOUSEHOLDS 

Single family 
households 

980 1,020 1,185 435 3,620 335 415 630 425 1,805 

Multiple, 
unrelated family 
households 

120 125 30 35 310 45 135 135 100 415 

Other, non-family 
households 

70 60 140 20 290 4 49 0 14 67 

Total need by 
income 

1,170 1,205 1,355 490 4,220 384 599 765 539 2,287 

Data Source: 2012-2016 CHAS 

 
Table 12 ς Crowding Information ς 2 of 2 

Criteria 

Renter Owner 

0-30% 
AMI 

>30-
50% 
AMI 

>50-
80% 
AMI 

Total 
0-30% 
AMI 

>30-
50% 
AMI 

>50-
80% 
AMI 

Total 

Households with 
Children Present 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

Data Source: 2012-2016 CHAS 

 

Describe the number and type of single person households in need of housing assistance. 
The 2013-2017 ACS recorded 30.4% or approximately 127,672 single-person households in Montana in 
2017. The exact distribution of single-person households among all households by cost burden is 
unknown. However, since both the elderly and young adults may represent a proportionally greater 
number of single person households than other adults, the percentage of single person households 
requiring assistance is likely greater than multiple-person households in the state. 
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According to the 2019 Montana PIT Homeless Survey, there were 1,357 homeless persons in Montana in 
2019. Of those, there were 410 individuals belonging to a family with children, 8 unaccompanied 
homeless youth, and 939 homeless adults. Of the 1,357 homeless persons counted, 228 individuals are 
chronically homeless with 194 of the 228 individuals representing adult-only households.  
 

Estimate the number and type of families in need of housing assistance who are disabled or 
victims of domestic violence, dating violence, sexual assault and stalking. 
Respondents to the 2020 Housing and Community Development Survey ranked the need in Montana for 
additional services and facilities for both victims of domestic violence and persons with physical and/or 
developmental disabilities. Results indicate services and facilities are a medium priority for victims of 
domestic violence while services and facilities are a low to medium priority for persons with physical 
and/or developmental disabilities. 
 
According to the 2019 PIT count, victims of domestic violence accounted for 18.9% of MonǘŀƴŀΩǎ 
homeless population while persons with physical disabilities accounted for 25.0% and persons with 
developmental disabilities accounted for 35.3%. 
 

What are the most common housing problems? 
According to the 2013-2017 ACS, in 2017 27.9% of households in Montana experienced a housing cost 
burden, meaning they paid 30% or more of their income on housing. Of note, cost burden fell most 
heavily on households with an annual income of less than $20,000, with 77.1% of this bracket paying 
30% or more of their income on housing. Additionally, renters were more cost burdened than 
homeowners with a mortgage, with 45.4% of renters paying 30% or more of their income on housing 
versus 29.0% of homeowners paying 30% or more of their income on housing.  
 
Respondents to the 2020 Housing and Community Development Survey indicated that affordable 
housing for the workforce (especially teachers and service industry workers), the elderly, and the 
disabled is in short supply throughout the state. Respondents also indicated that affordable housing is 
especially elusive in resort communities where the tourism-based economy relies heavily on seasonal, 
low-wage work, home purchase prices are high, and long-term rentals are being converted to short-
term rentals. 
 

Are any populations/household types more affected than others by these problems? 
From the above data it appears that households with very low incomes (0-30% AMI) and renters are 
more affected than others by housing problems. It also appears that the elderly and the disabled are 
significantly affected by housing problems and that a lack of housing options for the general workforce 
(especially teachers and service industry workers) impacts communities across the state.  
 
For the elderly, housing problems are expected to persist given that the population over age 60 
represents just over 25% of the total population in Montana, and the population age 85 and older is the 
ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ fastest growing age group and is projected to increase 57% by 2030.2 Due to άŦƛȄŜŘέ ƛƴŎƻƳŜs and 
higher medical and/or supportive services expenses, housing affordability is of particular concern for the 
aging population. 
 

 
2 Montana State Plan on Aging available online at 
https://dphhs.mt.gov/Portals/85/sltc/documents/AgingReports/MontanaStatePlanonAging2019-2022.pdf  

https://dphhs.mt.gov/Portals/85/sltc/documents/AgingReports/MontanaStatePlanonAging2019-2022.pdf
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Describe the characteristics and needs of Low-income individuals and families with children 
(especially extremely low-income) who are currently housed but are at imminent risk of either 
residing in shelters or becoming unsheltered 91.205(c)/91.305(c)). Also discuss the needs of 
formerly homeless families and individuals who are receiving rapid re-housing assistance and are 
nearing the termination of that assistance 
Low-income households commonly utilize a higher portion of their income on basic needs including 
housing. The percentage of Montana households that are housing cost burdened, i.e., that pay 30% or 
more of their income just on housing, increases as income decreases. Lower-income households (under 
$50,000 per year) experience housing cost burden at a rate of 51.8% compared with 7.7% of higher-
income households ($50,000 or more per year). The correlation between lower incomes and housing 
insecurity is even more apparent when data for lower-income households is disaggregated. Extremely 
low-income households (under $20,000 per year) experience housing cost burden at a staggering rate of 
77.1% (2013-2017 ACS). Households in financial struggle are at great risk of homelessness, and 
households who have been homeless face a real risk of becoming homeless again. Of the 1,357 
homeless persons counted in Montana during the 2019 PIT Homeless Survey, 228 were considered 
chronically homeless. While some formerly homeless families and individuals receive rapid re-housing 
assistance, this is not an entitlement, and many do not receive assistance. Furthermore, even if 
assistance is secured, the formerly homeless family or individual must obtain a unit that is both available 
and amendable to such assistance. Low- and extremely low-income households unable to secure 
affordable housing face difficult choices. If they pursue housing that costs more than what they can 
afford, they are forced to severely limit the expenditure of income on other necessities such as food and 
healthcare. If they obtain affordable housing, it may not be decent, safe, or sanitary. Poor or no credit, 
unemployment or underemployment, and lack of cash savings further jeopardize the ability of low- and 
extremely low-income households to maintain stable housing. 
 

If a jurisdiction provides estimates of the at-risk population(s), it should also include a description 
of the operational definition of the at-risk group and the methodology used to generate the 
estimates: 
The State of Montana considers persons with a severe housing cost burden, persons living in 
overcrowded or severely overcrowded housing, persons with severe mental illness, persons living with 
disabilities, persons with substance use disorders, victims of domestic violence, and persons living with 
HIV and their families as at-risk per HUD and U.S. Census definitions. 
 

Specify particular housing characteristics that have been linked with instability and an increased 
risk of homelessness 
Overcrowding, seen in both renter and homeowner households, is one characteristic linked with 
instability and an increased risk of homelessness. Compared with 5,193 (1.3%) households in 2011, 
approximately 6,333 (1.5%) households in 2017 lived in overcrowded conditions, defined as 1.01-1.50 
persons per room. Compared with 2,056 (0.5%) households in 2011, 2,680 (0.6%) households in 2017 
lived in severely overcrowded conditions, defined as more than 1.50 persons per room. These figures 
represent a 22.0% and 30.4% change from 2011 to 2017 for crowding and severe overcrowding, 
respectively.  
 
A second housing characteristic linked with instability and an increased risk of homelessness is housing 
that lacks complete kitchen facilities. A lack of these facilities indicates that the housing is likely 
unsuitable. In 2017 approximately 4,150 occupied housing units or 1.0% of aƻƴǘŀƴŀΩǎ housing stock 
lacked complete kitchen facilities.  
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A third housing characteristic linked with instability and an increased risk of homelessness is housing 
that lacks complete plumbing facilities. Similar to housing that lacks complete kitchen facilities, a lack of 
complete plumbing facilities indicates that the housing is likely unsuitable. In 2017 approximately 2,159 
occupied housing units or 0.5% of aƻƴǘŀƴŀΩǎ housing stock had inadequate plumbing facilities. 
 

Discussion 
The 2020 Housing and Community Development Survey asked participants which housing activities are 
the highest priority. Two hundred and forty-eight participants responded, identifying five priority 
activities each and ranking them from 1 to 5 with 1 being the highest priority. Responses indicate new 
construction of affordable rental housing, new construction of affordable for-sale housing, and rental 
assistance (e.g., vouchers) are the highest priorities (Appendix B). Responses also indicate, based on 
total priority rankings, that new construction of affordable rental housing, new construction of 
affordable for-sale housing, rental assistance (e.g., vouchers), rental housing rehabilitation, and first-
time homebuyer education and down payment assistance are among the top five priorities for housing 
activities (Table NA-1).  
 
Table NA-1 ς Need for Housing Activities 

  
1 

(Highest 
Priority) 

2 3 4 
5 

(Lowest 
Priority) 

Total 
Priority 

Rankings 
1ς5 

New construction of affordable rental 
housing 

82 48 30 21 8 189 

New construction of affordable for-sale 
housing 

42 41 18 28 21 150 

Rental assistance (e.g., vouchers) 22 33 29 25 12 121 

Rental housing rehabilitation 11 25 24 27 31 118 

First-time homebuyer education and 
down payment assistance 

12 10 34 25 27 108 

Development of mixed-income housing 
(i.e., development that deliberately 
accommodates families with a range of 
income levels) 

8 17 23 10 29 87 

Preservation of federal subsidized 
housing 

16 13 10 14 32 85 

Homeowner housing rehabilitation 12 17 16 22 16 83 

Energy efficient retrofits (installing 
energy-efficient windows or lighting, 
upgrading insulation, etc.) 

6 13 19 21 15 74 

Demolition/removal of dilapidated, 
unsafe housing 

13 7 16 12 19 67 

Development of mixed-use housing (i.e., 
development that blends residential 
and commercial, cultural, or other uses 
into one space) 

5 7 9 18 12 51 

Development of housing in downtown 
corridors 

4 3 8 12 9 36 

Other (specify below)*  11 4 0 0 5 20 
Data Source: 2020 Housing and Community Development Survey 
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*Other priorities, based on survey responses, include development of accessible affordable housing for 
persons with disabilities and seniors, development of workforce housing, development of year-round 
shelters, development of tiny homes and small single room occupancy units, development of net zero 
affordable housing, development of permanent supportive housing with robust service integration, 
development of affordable housing for persons coming out of incarceration or persons with felony 
records, assistance (vouchers) for persons with disabilities coming out of state facilities, and investment 
in manufactured homes. 
 

NA-15 Disproportionately Greater Need: Housing Problems - 91.305 (b)(2) 

Assess the need of any racial or ethnic group that has disproportionately greater need in comparison to 
the needs of that category of need as a whole. 
 

Introduction 
Housing problems include four conditions: (1) Lacks complete kitchen facilities, (2) Lacks complete 
plumbing facilities, (3) Has more than 1.0 person per room, and (4) Has cost burden over 30%. These 
conditions are addressed throughout this section. 
 
While the Census and ACS do not delve deeply into the physical condition of housing units, selected 
questions from these surveys do explore various housing difficulties households face. The following 
tables and narrative consider the housing needs of specific racial or ethnic groups compared with 
household needs as a whole. 
 
Appendix F provides a more in-ŘŜǇǘƘ ŀƴŀƭȅǎƛǎ ƻŦ aƻƴǘŀƴŀΩǎ ŘŜƳƻƎǊŀǇƘȅΦ 
 

0%-30% of Area Median Income 
 
Table 13 ς Disproportionally Greater Need 0 - 30% AMI 

Housing Problems 
Has one or more of 

four housing problems 
Has none of the four 

housing problems 

Household has 
no/negative income, 
but none of the other 

housing problems 

Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent 

Jurisdiction as a whole 41,810 100% 11,094 100% 3,924 100% 

White 35,590 85% 8,845 80% 3,190 81% 

Black / African American 210 1% 50 0% 0 0% 

Asian 210 1% 4 0% 95 2% 

American Indian, Alaska Native 3,595 9% 1,615 15% 470 12% 

Pacific Islander 0 0% 0 0% 15 0% 

Hispanic 1,400 3% 245 2% 150 4% 
Data Source: 2012-2016 CHAS 

 
*The four housing problems are:  
1. Lacks complete kitchen facilities, 2. Lacks complete plumbing facilities, 3. More than one person per 
room, 4. Cost Burden greater than 30%  
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30%-50% of Area Median Income 
 
Table 14 ς Disproportionally Greater Need 30 - 50% AMI 

Housing Problems 

Has one or more of 
four housing problems 

Has none of the four 
housing problems 

Household has 
no/negative income, 
but none of the other 

housing problems 

Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent 

Jurisdiction as a whole 31,808 100% 22,905 100% 0 0% 

White 27,995 88% 19,875 80% 0 0% 

Black / African American 254 1% 75 1% 0 0% 

Asian 95 0% 130 1% 0 0% 

American Indian, Alaska Native 1,360 4% 1,865 17% 0 0% 

Pacific Islander 49 0% 0 0% 0 0% 

Hispanic 1,255 4% 625 6% 0 0% 
Data Source: 2012-2016 CHAS 

 
*The four housing problems are:  
1. Lacks complete kitchen facilities, 2. Lacks complete plumbing facilities, 3. More than one person per 
room, 4. Cost Burden greater than 30%  
 

50%-80% of Area Median Income 
 
Table 15 ς Disproportionally Greater Need 50 - 80% AMI 

Housing Problems 

Has one or more of 
four housing problems 

Has none of the four 
housing problems 

Household has 
no/negative income, 
but none of the other 

housing problems 

Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent 

Jurisdiction as a whole 26,540 100% 53,370 100% 0 0% 

White 24,080 91% 47,775 90% 0 0% 

Black / African American 130 0% 135 0% 0 0% 

Asian 240 1% 275 1% 0 0% 

American Indian, Alaska Native 850 3% 2,650 5% 0 0% 

Pacific Islander 10 0% 25 0% 0 0% 

Hispanic 750 3% 1,290 2% 0 0% 
Data Source: 2012-2016 CHAS 

 
*The four housing problems are:  
1. Lacks complete kitchen facilities, 2. Lacks complete plumbing facilities, 3. More than one person per 
room, 4. Cost Burden greater than 30% 
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80%-100% of Area Median Income 
 
Table 16 ς Disproportionally Greater Need 80 - 100% AMI 

Housing Problems 

Has one or more of 
four housing problems 

Has none of the four 
housing problems 

Household has 
no/negative income, 
but none of the other 

housing problems 

Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent 

Jurisdiction as a whole 9,240 100% 35,434 100% 0 0% 

White 8,590 93% 32,455 92% 0 0% 

Black / African American 0 0% 74 0% 0 0% 

Asian 110 1% 250 1% 0 0% 

American Indian, Alaska Native 305 3% 1,270 4% 0 0% 

Pacific Islander 0 0% 10 0% 0 0% 

Hispanic 135 1% 650 2% 0 0% 
Data Source: 2012-2016 CHAS 

 
*The four housing problems are:  
1. Lacks complete kitchen facilities, 2. Lacks complete plumbing facilities, 3. More than one person per 
room, 4. Cost Burden greater than 30% 
 

Discussion 
Housing problems disproportionately affected households with lower incomes, as demonstrated in 
Tables 13-16. 
 
A housing problem reported in the 2000 and 2010 Census and subsequent ACS reports is cost burden, 
which occurs when a household has gross housing costs that range from 30.0 to 49.9% of gross 
household income. For homeowners, gross housing costs include property taxes, insurance, energy 
payments, water and sewer service, and refuse collection. If the homeowner has a mortgage, the 
determination also includes principal and interest payments on the mortgage loan. For renters, gross 
housing costs include monthly rent plus utility charges. According to 2017 ACS data, in 2017 27.9% of 
households in Montana experienced a housing cost burden, meaning they paid 30% or more of their 
income on housing. 
 
Transportation costs are the second largest budget item for most households. Thus, while Montana is 
vast and largely rural, higher-density infill housing projects that take advantage of existing buildings, 
infrastructure, and transportation options to recognize the opportunity for mixed-use, flexible-use, and 
mixed-income projects is an appropriate focus for reducing cost burden. Prioritizing housing options in 
existing neighborhoods has the benefit of decreasing commuting costs and time while increasing 
walking and cycling options and the health and well-being of residents. 
 
Another type of housing problem reported in the 2000 and 2010 Census and subsequent ACS reports is 
overcrowding, which, as mentioned earlier, occurs when there is more than 1.0 person per room in a 
household. Overcrowding (1.01-1.50 persons per room) increased from 5,193 (1.3%) households in 2011 
to approximately 6,333 (1.5%) households in 2017, a percent change of 22.0%. 
 
According to 2012-2016 ACS, aƻƴǘŀƴŀΩǎ ǊŀŎƛŀƭ ŎƻƳǇƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ŀǎ ŦƻƭƭƻǿǎΥ  

¶ White: 911,907 (89%) 

¶ Black or African American: 4,260 (0%) 
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¶ American Indian and Alaska Native: 67,222 (7%) 

¶ Asian: 7,481 (1%) 

¶ Native Hawaiian and Other Pacific Islander: 841 (0%) 

¶ Some other race: 5,158 (1%) 

¶ Two or more races: 26,522 (3%) 

¶ Two races including some other race: 1,435 (0%) 

¶ Two races excluding some other race, and three or more races: 25,087 (2%) 
 
In the income bracket of 0-30% AMI, 210 or 1% of Black/African American households and 3,595 or 9% 
of American Indian/Alaska Native households have one or more housing problems. In comparison to 
Tables 13-16, these data show that Black/African American and American Indian/Alaska Native 
households in this group experience housing problems at a disproportionate rate.  
 
In the income bracket of 30-50% AMI, 254 or 1% of Black/African American households have one or 
more housing problems. In comparison to Tables 13-16, these data show that Black/African American 
households in this group experience housing problems at a disproportionate rate.  
 
In the income bracket of 50-80% AMI and 80-100% AMI, 24,080 or 91% and 8,590 or 93% of White 
households, respectively, have one or more housing problems. In comparison to Tables 13-16, these 
data show that White households in these groups experience housing problem at a disproportionate 
rate. These data also show that White households comprise the vast majority of households in the 50-
100% AMI income range.  
 

NA-20 Disproportionately Greater Need: Severe Housing Problems ς 91.305(b)(2) 

Assess the need of any racial or ethnic group that has disproportionately greater need in comparison to 
the needs of that category of need as a whole. 
 

Introduction 
Severe housing problems include four conditions: (1) Lacks complete kitchen facilities, (2) Lacks 
complete plumbing facilities, (3) Has more than 1.5 persons per room, and (4) Has cost burden over 
50%. These conditions are addressed throughout this section. 
 
While the Census and ACS do not delve deeply into the physical condition of housing units, selected 
questions from these surveys do explore various housing difficulties households face. The following 
tables and narrative consider the housing needs of specific racial or ethnic groups compared with 
household needs as a whole. 
 
Appendix F provides a more in-ŘŜǇǘƘ ŀƴŀƭȅǎƛǎ ƻŦ aƻƴǘŀƴŀΩǎ ŘŜƳƻƎǊŀǇƘȅΦ 
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0%-30% of Area Median Income 
 
Table 17 ς Severe Housing Problems 0 - 30% AMI 

Severe Housing Problems 

Has one or more of 
four severe housing 

problems 

Has none of the four 
severe housing 

problems 

Household has 
no/negative income, 
but none of the other 

severe housing 
problems 

Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent 

Jurisdiction as a whole 32,745 100% 20,170 100% 3,924 100% 

White 27,760 85% 16,675 83% 3,190 81% 

Black / African American 210 1% 50 0% 0 0% 

Asian 150 0% 65 0% 95 2% 

American Indian, Alaska Native 2,790 9% 2,425 12% 470 12% 

Pacific Islander 0 0% 0 0% 15 0% 

Hispanic 1,165 4% 485 2% 150 4% 
Data Source: 2012-2016 CHAS 

 
*The four severe housing problems are:  
1. Lacks complete kitchen facilities, 2. Lacks complete plumbing facilities, 3. More than 1.5 persons per 
room, 4. Cost Burden over 50%  
 

30%-50% of Area Median Income 
 
Table 18 ς Severe Housing Problems 30 - 50% AMI 

Severe Housing Problems 

Has one or more of 
four severe housing 

problems 

Has none of the four 
severe housing 

problems 

Household has 
no/negative income, 
but none of the other 

severe housing 
problems 

Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent 

Jurisdiction as a whole 13,908 100% 40,805 100% 0 0% 

White 12,290 88% 35,580 87% 0 0% 

Black / African American 0 0% 330 1% 0 0% 

Asian 24 0% 200 0% 0 0% 

American Indian, Alaska Native 720 5% 2,500 6% 0 0% 

Pacific Islander 4 0% 45 0% 0 0% 

Hispanic 485 3% 1,395 3% 0 0% 
Data Source: 2012-2016 CHAS 

 
*The four severe housing problems are:  
1. Lacks complete kitchen facilities, 2. Lacks complete plumbing facilities, 3. More than 1.5 persons per 
room, 4. Cost Burden over 50% 
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50%-80% of Area Median Income 
 
Table 19 ς Severe Housing Problems 50 - 80% AMI 

Severe Housing Problems 

Has one or more of 
four severe housing 

problems 

Has none of the four 
severe housing 

problems 

Household has 
no/negative income, 
but none of the other 

severe housing 
problems 

Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent 

Jurisdiction as a whole 7,910 100% 72,005 100% 0 0% 

White 6,880 87% 64,970 90% 0 0% 

Black / African American 55 1% 210 0% 0 0% 

Asian 45 1% 465 1% 0 0% 

American Indian, Alaska Native 490 6% 3,010 4% 0 0% 

Pacific Islander 0 0% 35 0% 0 0% 

Hispanic 235 3% 1,810 3% 0 0% 
Data Source: 2012-2016 CHAS 

 
*The four severe housing problems are:  
1. Lacks complete kitchen facilities, 2. Lacks complete plumbing facilities, 3. More than 1.5 persons per 
room, 4. Cost Burden over 50% 
 

80%-100% of Area Median Income 
 
Table 20 ς Severe Housing Problems 80 - 100% AMI 

Severe Housing Problems 

Has one or more of 
four severe housing 

problems 

Has none of the four 
severe housing 

problems 

Household has 
no/negative income, 
but none of the other 

severe housing 
problems 

Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent 

Jurisdiction as a whole 2,519 100% 42,164 100% 0 0% 

White 2,185 87% 38,855 92% 0 0% 

Black / African American 0 0% 74 0% 0 0% 

Asian 20 1% 340 1% 0 0% 

American Indian, Alaska Native 250 10% 1,325 3% 0 0% 

Pacific Islander 0 0% 10 0% 0 0% 

Hispanic 45 2% 745 2% 0 0% 
Data Source: 2012-2016 CHAS 

 
*The four severe housing problems are:  
1. Lacks complete kitchen facilities, 2. Lacks complete plumbing facilities, 3. More than 1.5 persons per 
room, 4. Cost Burden over 50%  
 

Discussion 
Severe housing problems disproportionately affected households with lower incomes, as demonstrated 
in Tables 17-20.  
 
A severe housing problem reported in the 2000 and 2010 Census and subsequent ACS reports is severe 
cost burden, which occurs when a household has gross housing costs that represent 50.0% or more of 
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gross household income. For homeowners, gross housing costs include property taxes, insurance, 
energy payments, water and sewer service, and refuse collection. If the homeowner has a mortgage, the 
determination also includes principal and interest payments on the mortgage loan. For renters, gross 
housing costs include monthly rent plus utility charges. According to 2017 ACS data, in 2017 27.9% of 
households in Montana experienced a housing cost burden, meaning they paid 30% or more of their 
income on housing; the portion of this segment that is considered severely cost burdened, meaning they 
paid 50% or more of their income on housing, is not specified. 
 
Transportation costs are the second largest budget item for most households. Thus, while Montana is 
vast and largely rural, higher-density infill housing projects that take advantage of existing buildings, 
infrastructure, and transportation options to recognize the opportunity for mixed-use, flexible-use, and 
mixed-income projects is an appropriate focus for reducing cost burden. Prioritizing housing options in 
existing neighborhoods has the benefit of decreasing commuting costs and time while increasing 
walking and cycling options and the health and well-being of residents. 
 
Another type of severe housing problem reported in the 2000 and 2010 Census and subsequent ACS 
reports is severe overcrowding, which, as mentioned earlier, occurs when there is more than 1.5 
persons per room in a household. Severe overcrowding (more than 1.51 persons per room) increased 
from 2,056 (0.5%) households in 2011 to approximately 2,680 (0.6%) households in 2017, a percent 
change of 30.4%. 
 
According to 2012-нлмс !/{Σ aƻƴǘŀƴŀΩǎ ǊŀŎƛŀƭ ŎƻƳǇƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ŀǎ ŦƻƭƭƻǿǎΥ  

¶ White: 911,907 (89%) 

¶ Black or African American: 4,260 (0%) 

¶ American Indian and Alaska Native: 67,222 (7%) 

¶ Asian: 7,481 (1%) 

¶ Native Hawaiian and Other Pacific Islander: 841 (0%) 

¶ Some other race: 5,158 (1%) 

¶ Two or more races: 26,522 (3%) 

¶ Two races including some other race: 1,435 (0%) 

¶ Two races excluding some other race, and three or more races: 25,087 (2%) 
 
In the income bracket of 0-30% AMI, 210 or 1% of Black/African American households and 2,790 or 9% 
of American Indian/Alaska Native households have one or more severe housing problems. In 
comparison to Tables 17-20, these data show that Black/African American and American Indian/Alaska 
Native households in this group experience housing problems at a disproportionate rate.  
 
No households (any race) experienced severe housing problems at a disproportionate rate in the 30-50% 
AMI income bracket. 
 
In the income bracket of 50-80% AMI, 55 or 1% of Black/African American households have one or more 
severe housing problems. In comparison to Tables 17-20, these data show that Black/African American 
households in this group experience housing problems at a disproportionate rate. 
 
In the income bracket of 80-100% AMI, 250 or 10% of American Indian/Alaska Native households have 
one or more severe housing problems. In comparison to Tables 17-20, these data show that American 
Indian/Alaska Native households in this group experience housing problems at a disproportionate rate. 
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NA-25 Disproportionately Greater Need: Housing Cost Burdens ς 91.305 (b)(2) 

Assess the need of any racial or ethnic group that has disproportionately greater need in comparison to 
the needs of that category of need as a whole. 
 

Introduction 
A household is considered cost burdened when their housing expenses represent more than 30% of 
their gross income. When housing expenses exceed 50% of their gross income, a household is 
considered severely cost burdened. 
 
Table 21 and the narrative below consider the cost burdens of specific racial or ethnic groups compared 
with household needs as a whole. 
 
Appendix F provides a more in-ŘŜǇǘƘ ŀƴŀƭȅǎƛǎ ƻŦ aƻƴǘŀƴŀΩǎ ŘŜƳƻƎǊŀǇƘȅΦ 
 

Housing Cost Burden 
 
Table 21 ς Greater Need: Housing Cost Burdens AMI 

Housing Cost 
Burden 

<=30% 30-50% >50% 
No / negative 
income (not 
computed) 

Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent 

Jurisdiction as a 
whole 

296,595 100% 61,850 100% 50,059 100% 4,152 100% 

White 271,355 91% 55,710 90% 44,330 89% 3,335 80% 

Black / African 
American 

705 0% 335 1% 225 0% 4 0% 

Asian 1,590 1% 425 1% 205 0% 100 2% 

American 
Indian, Alaska 
Native 

12,475 4% 2,315 4% 2,635 5% 540 13% 

Pacific Islander 90 0% 55 0% 4 0% 15 0% 

Hispanic 5,785 2% 1,900 3% 1,655 3% 150 4% 
Data Source: 2012-2016 CHAS 

 

Discussion 
According to 2012-нлмс !/{Σ aƻƴǘŀƴŀΩǎ ǊŀŎƛŀƭ ŎƻƳǇƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ŀǎ ŦƻƭƭƻǿǎΥ  

¶ White: 911,907 (89%) 

¶ Black or African American: 4,260 (0%) 

¶ American Indian and Alaska Native: 67,222 (7%) 

¶ Asian: 7,481 (1%) 

¶ Native Hawaiian and Other Pacific Islander: 841 (0%) 

¶ Some other race: 5,158 (1%) 

¶ Two or more races: 26,522 (3%) 

¶ Two races including some other race: 1,435 (0%) 

¶ Two races excluding some other race, and three or more races: 25,087 (2%) 
 
2012-2016 ACS data, when compared with CHAS data presented in Table 21, show that of cost-
burdened households (spending 30-50% of income on housing), 55,710 or 90% of Whites and 335 or 1% 
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of Blacks/African Americans have disproportionately greater need. Based on this same data, no 
households (any race) considered severely cost-burdened (spending more than 50% of income on 
housing) have disproportionately greater need. 
 
In 2017, 27.9% of households in Montana experienced a housing cost burden, meaning they paid 30% or 
more of their income on housing; the portion of this segment considered severely cost burdened, 
meaning they paid 50% or more of their income on housing, is not specified.  
 
In the period from 2012 to 2017, cost burden disproportionately affected households with lower 
incomes, as demonstrated in Table 21. 
 

NA-30 Disproportionately Greater Need: Discussion ς 91.305 (b)(2) 

Are there any Income categories in which a racial or ethnic group has disproportionately greater 
need than the needs of that income category as a whole? 
There is some variability in the number of housing problems and level of cost burden experienced by 
each population across income categories. However, it is clear that housing problems, and specifically 
cost burden, disproportionately affect households in the lower income brackets. The group with the 
greatest need based on the number of households with housing problems within the jurisdiction as a 
whole was consistently households at or below 30% AMI. And data show that Blacks/African Americans 
and American Indians/Alaska Natives in this income category have disproportionately greater need than 
other racial groups. Data also suggest that Blacks/African Americans in the 30-50% AMI range have 
somewhat disproportionately greater need than other racial groups. 
 

If they have needs not identified above, what are those needs? 
None. 
 

Are any of those racial or ethnic groups located in specific areas or neighborhoods in your 
community? 
The largest non-white group in Montana is American Indian/Alaskan Native. This ethnic group is largely 
located on seven Indian reservations, but the population is disbursed throughout all areas of the state 
and has a significant presence in select urban centers (e.g., Billings). While needs vary across income 
categories and geographic locations for this group, data show that American Indians/Alaska Natives in 
the 30% AMI and below bracket experience disproportionately greater need in comparison to other 
racial groups. 
 

NA-35 Public Housing ς (Optional) 

Introduction 
The Rental Assistance Bureau within Commerce is the statewide Public Housing Authority (PHA). In 
Montana, PHAs are setup under state law at the local level to better meet the needs of the local 
community. The statewide PHA does not own or operate any public housing units but does administer 
the following programs: Housing Choice Vouchers (HCV); Veterans Affairs Supportive Housing (HUD-
VASH); Section 811 Supportive Housing for Persons with Disabilities; Moderate Rehabilitation; 
Mainstream Vouchers. Commerce also administers the Project Based Section 8 Program for the state of 
Montana. Commerce is concerned about the number of subsidized housing units and their underlying 
contracts that are at risk of expiring since expiration would severely affect the affordable housing stock 
in the state. 
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It is a significant challenge for tenant-based voucher holders (HCV, HUD-VASH, Mainstream) to find a 
unit with rent at or below the PHA payment standard, which are set at 110% of the fair market rent, 
particularly in high cost areas such as Bozeman, Kalispell, Whitefish and Missoula. With vacancy rates 
extremely low in many of our communities, losing any subsidized housing units would be detrimental.  
 
Tables 22-25 present data on public housing units and public housing residents. Data in these tables 
have not been updated since the ǎǳōƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ aƻƴǘŀƴŀΩǎ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎ /ƻƴǎƻƭƛŘŀǘŜŘ tƭŀƴ όнлмр-2019) 
because more current data are not accessible on the PIH Inventory Management System or IMS 
(previously the PIH Information Center).  
 

Totals in Use 
 
Table 22 ς Public Housing by Program Type  

Program Type 

 Certificate 
Mod-
Rehab 

Public 
Housing 

Vouchers 

Total 
Project-
based 

Tenant-
based 

Special Purpose Voucher 

Veterans 
Affairs 

Supportive 
Housing 

Family 
Unification 
Program 

Disabled*  

# of units 
vouchers 
in use 

0 301 0 3,571 0 3,480 52 0 0 

Data Source: PIH Inventory Management System or IMS, formerly PIC (PIH Information Center) 
* Includes Non-Elderly Disabled, Mainstream 1-Year, Mainstream 5-Year, and Nursing Home Transition 

 
* Includes Non-Elderly Disabled, Mainstream One-Year, Mainstream Five-year, and Nursing Home 
Transition 
 

Characteristics of Residents 
 
Table 23 ς Characteristics of Public Housing Residents by Program Type 

Program Type 

 Certificate 
Mod-
Rehab 

Public 
Housing 

Vouchers 

Total 
Project-
based 

Tenant-
based 

Special Purpose Voucher 

Veterans 
Affairs 

Supportive 
Housing 

Family 
Unification 
Program 

Disabled*  

# Homeless at 
admission 

0 11 0 19 0 10 9 0 0 

# of Elderly 
Program 
Participants 
(>62) 

0 24 0 646 0 638 6 0 0 

# of Disabled 
Families 

0 90 0 1,356 0 1,303 28 0 0 
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Program Type 

 Certificate 
Mod-
Rehab 

Public 
Housing 

Vouchers 

Total 
Project-
based 

Tenant-
based 

Special Purpose Voucher 

Veterans 
Affairs 

Supportive 
Housing 

Family 
Unification 
Program 

Disabled*  

# of Families 
requesting 
accessibility 
features 

0 301 0 3,571 0 3,480 52 0 0 

# of HIV/AIDS 
program 
participants 

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

# of DV victims 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Data Source: PIH Inventory Management System or IMS, formerly PIC (PIH Information Center) 
* Includes Non-Elderly Disabled, Mainstream 1-Year, Mainstream 5-Year, and Nursing Home Transition 

 

Race of Residents 
 
Table 24 ς Race of Public Housing Residents by Program Type 

Program Type 

Race Certificate 
Mod-
Rehab 

Public 
Housing 

Vouchers 

Total 
Project-
based 

Tenant-
based 

Special Purpose Voucher 

Veterans 
Affairs 

Supportive 
Housing 

Family 
Unification 
Program 

Disabled*  

White 0 235 0 2,823 0 2,740 50 0 0 

Black/African 
American 

0 6 0 30 0 29 1 0 0 

Asian 0 1 0 16 0 15 0 0 0 

American 
Indian/Alaska 
Native 

0 59 0 696 0 690 1 0 0 

Pacific 
Islander 

0 0 0 6 0 6 0 0 0 

Other 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Data Source: PIH Inventory Management System or IMS, formerly PIC (PIH Information Center) 
* Includes Non-Elderly Disabled, Mainstream 1-Year, Mainstream 5-Year, and Nursing Home Transition 

 
* Includes Non-Elderly Disabled, Mainstream One-Year, Mainstream Five-year, and Nursing Home 
Transition 
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Ethnicity of Residents 
 
Table 25 ς Ethnicity of Public Housing Residents by Program Type 

Program Type 

Ethnicity Certificate 
Mod-
Rehab 

Public 
Housing 

Vouchers 

Total 
Project-
based 

Tenant-
based 

Special Purpose Voucher 

Veterans 
Affairs 

Supportive 
Housing 

Family 
Unification 
Program 

Disabled*  

Hispanic 0 13 0 122 0 121 1 0 0 

Not 
Hispanic 

0 288 0 3,449 0 3,359 51 0 0 

Data Source: PIH Inventory Management System or IMS, formerly PIC (PIH Information Center) 
* Includes Non-Elderly Disabled, Mainstream 1-Year, Mainstream 5-Year, and Nursing Home Transition 

 
* Includes Non-Elderly Disabled, Mainstream One-Year, Mainstream Five-year, and Nursing Home 
Transition 
 

Section 504 Needs Assessment: Describe the needs of public housing tenants and applicants on 
the waiting list for accessible units: 
According to the Desk Guide for Using IDIS to Prepare the Consolidated Plan, Annual Action Plan, and 
CAPER/PER, version March 2015, state grantees are not required to complete this section. 
 

What are the number and type of families on the waiting lists for public housing and section 8 
tenant-based rental assistance? Based on the information above, and any other information 
available to the jurisdiction, what are the most immediate needs of residents of public housing 
and Housing Choice voucher holders? 
According to the Desk Guide for Using IDIS to Prepare the Consolidated Plan, Annual Action Plan, and 
CAPER/PER, version March 2015, state grantees are not required to complete this section. 
 
Nevertheless, Table NA-2 provides the number and percentage of families on the waiting list for 
aƻƴǘŀƴŀΩǎ HCV Program. 1,791 families with children, 681 elderly families, and 1,537 families with 
disabilities are on the waiting list. 
 
Table NA-2 ς HCV Waiting List  

Applicants on 
Waiting List 

Families with Children Elderly Families Families with Disabilities 

Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent 

4,694 1,791 38% 681 15% 1,537 33% 
Data Source: Commerce (HousingPro ς 3/16/21) 

 

How do these needs compare to the housing needs of the population at large 
According to the Desk Guide for Using IDIS to Prepare the Consolidated Plan, Annual Action Plan, and 
CAPER/PER, version March 2015, state grantees are not required to complete this section. 
 

Discussion: 
According to the Desk Guide for Using IDIS to Prepare the Consolidated Plan, Annual Action Plan, and 
CAPER/PER, version March 2015, state grantees are not required to complete this section. 
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NA-40 Homeless Needs Assessment ς 91.305(c) 

Introduction 
In 1986, the Urgent Relief for the Homeless Act was introduced, which chiefly established basic 
emergency supplies for homeless persons such as food, healthcare, and shelter. The act was later 
renamed the McKinney-Vento Act after the death of one of its chief legislative sponsors and was signed 
into law in 1987. This legislation continues to set policy for state and local governments to address 
homelessness in their jurisdictions. 
 
I¦5 Ƙŀǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭƭȅ ŘŜŦƛƴŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǘŜǊƳ άƘƻƳŜƭŜǎǎέ ŀŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ aŎYƛƴƴŜȅ-Vento Act, which states 
that a person is considered homeless if they lack a fixed, regular, and adequate nighttime residence. A 
person is also considered homeless if they have a primary nighttime residence that is:  

¶ A supervised publicly or privately operated shelter designed to provide temporary living 
accommodations; 

¶ An institution that provides a temporary residence for individuals intended to be 
institutionalized; and, 

¶ A public or private place not designed for, or ordinarily used as, a regular sleeping 
accommodation for human beings.3 

 
Within this context, homelessness can be defined as the absence of a safe, decent, stable place to live. A 
person who has no such place to live stays wherever he or she can find space, such as an emergency 
shelter, an abandoned building, a car, an alley, or any other such place not meant for human habitation. 
 
Causes of homelessness include job insecurity and job loss; declining household incomes; stagnant 
wages that force households to live paycheck to paycheck, often one setback away from financial crisis; 
lack of affordable housing; and loss of health coupled with high medical costs. Other factors, which may 
cooccur with the causes listed above, are substance use disorder, mental illness, and domestic violence.  
 
In the wake of the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic, more households are at-risk of homelessness, facing 
one or more of the causes or factors identified herein. Furthermore, a lack of or inadequate systems of 
support often serve as primers for homelessness, especially for veterans, persons with substance use 
disorders, persons with severe mental illness, persons with HIV/AIDS, victims of domestic violence, and 
emancipated youth. 
 
Because of the many and layered causes of homelessness, addressing the needs of the homeless 
population is an extremely complex endeavor. 
 
Tables 26 and 27 assess the needs of the homeless population in Montana. Because the state uses PIT 
counts to consider homeless needs, Table 26 is limited to the number of persons experiencing 
homelessness on a given night. Because the PIT count does not distinguish between homelessness and 
rural homelessness, data are not provided for Table 27.  
 

  

 
3 The teǊƳ άƘƻƳŜƭŜǎǎ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭέ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ŀƴȅ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭ ƛƳǇǊƛǎƻƴŜŘ ƻǊ ƻǘƘŜǊǿƛǎŜ ŘŜǘŀƛƴŜŘ ǇǳǊǎǳŀƴǘ ǘƻ ŀƴ 
Act of Congress or a state law (42 U.S.C. § 11302(c)). HUD also considers individuals and families living in 
ƻǾŜǊŎǊƻǿŘŜŘ ŎƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƻ ōŜ άŀǘ Ǌƛǎƪέ ŦƻǊ homelessness. 
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Homeless Needs Assessment 
  
Table 26 ς Homeless Needs Assessment 

Population 

Estimate the # of persons 
experiencing homelessness 

on a given night 

Estimate the # 
experiencing 
homelessness 

each year 

Estimate the 
# becoming 
homeless 
each year 

Estimate the 
# exiting 

homelessness 
each year 

Estimate the 
# of days 
persons 

experience 
homelessness 

Unsheltered Sheltered 

Persons in 
Households 
with Adult(s) 
and Child(ren) 

54 356 --- --- --- --- 

Persons in 
Households 
with Only 
Children 

0 8 --- --- --- --- 

Persons in 
Households 
with Only 
Adults 

291 648 --- --- --- --- 

Chronically 
Homeless 
Individuals 

77 98 --- --- --- --- 

Chronically 
Homeless 
Families 

2 10 --- --- --- --- 

Veterans 69 136 --- --- --- --- 

Unaccompanied 
Youth 

0 8 --- --- --- --- 

Persons with 
HIV 

2 2 --- --- --- --- 

Data Source: 2019 Montana Homeless Survey 
Notes: Chronically homeless, HIV, and veteran counts do not include accompanying individuals. 

 
Indicate if the homeless population is [  ] All Rural Homeless [X] Partially Rural Homeless [  ] Has No Rural 
Homeless 
 

Rural Homeless Needs Assessment 
  
Table 27 ς Rural Homeless Needs Assessment 

Population 

Estimate the # of persons 
experiencing homelessness 

on a given night 

Estimate the # 
experiencing 
homelessness 

each year 

Estimate the 
# becoming 
homeless 
each year 

Estimate the 
# exiting 

homelessness 
each year 

Estimate the 
# of days 
persons 

experience 
homelessness 

Unsheltered Sheltered 

Persons in 
Households 
with Adult(s) 
and Child(ren) 

--- --- --- --- --- --- 
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Population 

Estimate the # of persons 
experiencing homelessness 

on a given night 

Estimate the # 
experiencing 
homelessness 

each year 

Estimate the 
# becoming 
homeless 
each year 

Estimate the 
# exiting 

homelessness 
each year 

Estimate the 
# of days 
persons 

experience 
homelessness 

Unsheltered Sheltered 

Persons in 
Households 
with Only 
Children 

--- --- --- --- --- --- 

Persons in 
Households 
with Only 
Adults 

--- --- --- --- --- --- 

Chronically 
Homeless 
Individuals 

--- --- --- --- --- --- 

Chronically 
Homeless 
Families 

--- --- --- --- --- --- 

Veterans --- --- --- --- --- --- 

Unaccompanied 
Youth 

--- --- --- --- --- --- 

Persons with 
HIV 

--- --- --- --- --- --- 

Data Source: N/A 
Notes:  N/A 

 
For persons in rural areas who are homeless or at risk of homelessness, describe the nature and extent of 
unsheltered and sheltered homelessness within the jurisdiction:  
Homelessness in Montana has many faces: mothers fleeing domestic violence with their children, 
veterans sleeping in tents or on sidewalks in need of shelter and supportive services, young students 
couch surfing or sleeping in vehicles, and transient families without work and with few resources. In 
rural areas, homelessness is not noticeable in the ways it is in urban areas. Many households 
experiencing homelessness in rural Montana are doubled up with family or friends or are able to find 
assistance from a faith-based community organization for days at a time. ̧ ŜǘΣ ǘƘŜȅ ƭŀŎƪ ŀ άŦƛȄŜŘΣ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǊ 
ŀƴŘ ŀŘŜǉǳŀǘŜ ƴƛƎƘǘǘƛƳŜ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴŎŜΦέ With limited economic opportunities and few resources for 
navigating factors that contribute to or put households at risk of homelessness (e.g., job loss, substance 
use, mental illness), many of aƻƴǘŀƴŀΩǎ poor, rural households have to make the difficult decision to 
stay and face uncertainty or leave and abandon their communities and social networks. 
 
If data is not available for the categories άnumber of persons becoming and exiting homelessness each 
year,έ and άnumber of days that persons experience homelessness,έ describe these categories for each 
homeless population type (including chronically homeless individuals and families, families with children, 
veterans and their families, and unaccompanied youth): 
Data necessary to assess the number of Montanans becoming and exiting homelessness each year and 
the number of days that Montanans experience homelessness are not currently available and it is not 
feasible to infer an assessment based on existing data. 
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Nature and Extent of Homelessness (Optional) 
HUD released the 2019 Annual Homeless Assessment Report (AHAR) 4 documenting the national issues 
related to homelessness. As documented in the AHAR, ǘƘŜ ƴŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ƘƻƳŜƭŜǎǎƴŜss declined (-12.3%) 
from 2007 to 2019 while MontanaΩǎ ƘƻƳŜƭŜǎǎƴŜǎǎ increased (18.0%). The AHAR highlighted the fact that 
Montana has the highest rate of unsheltered veterans in the nation (19.0%), and that Montana has 
experienced the largest increase in the number of chronically homeless individuals nationally, more than 
doubling at a staggering 134.0%.  
 
The 2019 Montana PIT Homeless Survey counted 1,357 homeless persons, including 410 homeless 
individuals belonging to a family with children, 8 unaccompanied homeless youth, and 939 homeless 
adults. Of the 1,357 homeless persons counted, 228 are considered chronically homeless. At the time of 
ǘƘŜ ǎǳǊǾŜȅΣ aƻƴǘŀƴŀΩǎ ƘƻƳŜƭŜǎǎ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ ŀ ƳŀƧƻǊƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǿƘƛǘŜ ǇŜǊǎƻƴǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜǊŜ ŜƛǘƘŜǊ ŀ 
household of adults only (69.2%) or a household with adults and children (30.2%). Men represented the 
majority of respondents (58.4%), while women represented the majority of households with children 
(77.9%). Additionally, the majority of households were sheltered (74.6%) versus unsheltered (25.4%).  
 
During the 2019 Montana PIT Homeless SǳǊǾŜȅΣ ƛƴ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴΣ άIƻǿ ƭƻƴƎ Ƙŀǎ ƛǘ ōŜŜƴ ǎƛƴŎŜ 
ȅƻǳ ƘŀŘ ŀ ǇƭŀŎŜ ȅƻǳ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŜŘ ƘƻƳŜ ƻǊ ŀ ǇŜǊƳŀƴŜƴǘ ǇƭŀŎŜ ǘƻ ƭƛǾŜΚέ ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘŜƴǘǎ ŀƴǎǿŜǊŜŘ ŀǎ ǎƘƻǿƴ ƛƴ 
Table NA-3. 
 
Table NA-3 ς άIƻǿ ƭƻƴƎ Ƙŀǎ ƛǘ ōŜŜƴ ǎƛƴŎŜ ȅƻǳ ƘŀŘ ŀ ǇƭŀŎŜ ȅƻǳ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŜŘ ƘƻƳŜ ƻǊ ŀ ǇŜǊƳŀƴŜƴǘ ǇƭŀŎŜ 
ǘƻ ƭƛǾŜΚέ 

Length of Time 
Chronically Homeless Military Veterans Families with 

Children 
Un-accompanied 

Youth Individuals Families Individuals Families 

1 week or less N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

Less than 30 days 13 1 29 0 23 1 

More than 1 month 2 1 27 0 31 0 

More than 3 months 5 0 28 0 25 2 

More than 6 months 6 2 28 4 28 2 

More than 1 year 38 3 30 0 18 1 

More than 2 years 110 5 55 0 10 1 

Missing or N/A 1 0 3 0 0 1 

Total 175 12 200 4 135 8 
Data Source: 2019 Montana Homeless Survey 

 
The nature and extent of homelessness, as evidenced in the 2019 Montana PIT Homeless Survey, is 
detailed in Table NA-4. 
 
  

 
4 https://www.hud.gov/press/press_releases_media_advisories/HUD_No_20_003  
 

https://www.hud.gov/press/press_releases_media_advisories/HUD_No_20_003
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Table NA-4 ς Nature and Extent of Homelessness 

Race/Ethnicity Sheltered Unsheltered Total 

White 667 238 905 

Black or African American 29 7 36 

Asian 4 4 8 

American Indian or Alaska Native 175 59 234 

Native Hawaiian/Pacific Islander 7 5 12 

Other 22 7 29 

Two or More Races 108 25 133 

Total 1,012 345 1,357 

Hispanic 112 28 140 

Not Hispanic 900 317 1217 
Data Source: 2019 Montana Homeless Survey 

 

Estimate the number and type of families in need of housing assistance for families with children and the 
families of veterans. 
According to the 2019 Montana PIT Homeless Survey, the number of persons needing shelter or housing 
assistance in the state on any given day is approximately 1,360 individuals. Households with adults and 
children accounted for 30.2% of the total homeless population in Montana while veterans (primary 
respondents only) accounted for 20.3% of aƻƴǘŀƴŀΩǎ homeless population surveyed for veteran status. 
Based on data gathered, the estimated number of families with children and the estimated number of 
veterans in need of housing is 410 and 205, respectively. 
 

Describe the Nature and Extent of Homelessness by Racial and Ethnic Group. 
According to the 2019 PIT Homeless Survey, the majority of homeless persons in Montana are white 
(66.7%). Individuals describing themselves as American Indian/Alaskan Native represent the second 
largest percentage of the homeless population (17.2%). Blacks/African Americans make up about 2.7% 
of homeless persons; Hispanics account for 10.3% while non-Hispanics account for 89.7%. According to 
2019 ACS 1-ȅŜŀǊ ŜǎǘƛƳŀǘŜǎΣ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ LƴŘƛŀƴκ!ƭŀǎƪŀ bŀǘƛǾŜ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭǎ ƳŀƪŜ ǳǇ с҈ ƻŦ aƻƴǘŀƴŀΩǎ 
ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ р҈ ƻŦ aƻƴǘŀƴŀΩǎ ƘƻǳǎŜƘƻƭŘǎ ŀƴŘ .ƭŀŎƪǎκ!ŦǊƛŎŀƴ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴǎ ƳŀƪŜ ǳǇ м҈ ƻŦ aƻƴǘŀƴŀΩǎ 
population and less than 1% of MoƴǘŀƴŀΩǎ ƘƻǳǎŜƘƻƭŘǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ŎƻƳǇŀǊƛǎƻƴ ƻŦ нлмф tL¢ ŀƴŘ нлмф !/{ Řŀǘŀ 
shows that American Indians/Alaskan Natives and Blacks/African Americans experience homelessness at 
a disproportionately higher rate than other racial groups. 
 

Describe the Nature and Extent of Unsheltered and Sheltered Homelessness. 
Although nearly every county across the state has a homeless population, emergency shelters either do 
not exist or are often not easily accessible to those residing in more rural counties.  
 
Of the homeless population counted during the 2019 PIT Homeless Survey, 74.6% were sheltered while 
25.4% were unsheltered. The majority of homeless persons in Montana, thus, have some form of 
temporary shelter and have a strong need for supportive services and/or transitional or permanent 
housing.  
 

Discussion 
As discussed earlier, homelessness is experienced when an individual lacks a fixed, regular, and 
adequate nighttime residence or has a primary nighttime residence under certain circumstances. This 
definition incorporates many different homeless crises Montanans may face. 
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Reducing homelessness, especially for veterans and the chronically homeless, is a critical priority in 
Montana. 
 

NA-45 Non-Homeless Special Needs Assessment ς 91.305 (b,d) 

Introduction 
HUD defines special needs populations as those who are άƴƻǘ ƘƻƳŜƭŜǎǎ ōǳǘ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘƛǾŜ ƘƻǳǎƛƴƎΣ 
including the elderly, frail elderly, persons with disabilities (mental, physical, developmental), persons 
with substance use disorders, persons with HIV/AIDS and their families, public housing residents and any 
other categories ǘƘŜ ƧǳǊƛǎŘƛŎǘƛƻƴ Ƴŀȅ ǎǇŜŎƛŦȅΦέ5 Because individuals in these groups face unique housing 
challenges and are vulnerable to becoming homeless, a variety of support services are needed in order 
for them to achieve and maintain a suitable and stable living environment. Each of these special needs 
populations will be discussed in terms of their size and characteristics, services and housing currently 
provided, and services and housing still needed. 
 
The 2020 Housing and Community Development Survey asked participants which special needs 
populationsτincluding the elderly, frail elderly, persons with disabilities (mental, physical, 
developmental), persons with substance use disorders, and persons with HIV/AIDS, as well as persons 
that are homeless or at-risk of homelessness, victims of domestic violence, veterans, and persons 
recently released from prisonτhave the highest needs for services and facilities. Two hundred and 
twenty-nine participants responded, identifying five priority populations each and ranking them from 1 
to 5 with 1 being the highest priority. Not considering persons who are homeless or at-risk of 
homelessness, responses indicate persons with mental illness, the elderly and frail elderly, and veterans 
have the highest needs for services and facilities (Appendix B). Responses also indicate, based on total 
priority rankings, that persons with mental illness, persons who are homeless or at risk of homelessness, 
persons with substance use disorders, the elderly, and victims of domestic violence are among the top 
five priority groups in need of services and facilities (Table NA-5).  
 
Table NA-5 ς Need for Services and Facilities for Special Needs Populations 

 
1 

(Highest 
Priority) 

2 3 4 
5 

(Lowest 
Priority) 

Total 
Priority 

Rankings 
1ς5 

Persons with mental illness 65 33 34 23 16 171 

Persons that are homeless or at-risk of 
homelessness 

31 22 37 16 24 130 

Persons with substance use disorders 15 35 27 24 19 120 

The elderly (age 65+) 30 29 19 17 22 117 

Victims of domestic violence 18 21 23 29 24 115 

The frail elderly (age 85+) 36 28 14 19 16 113 

Veterans 20 13 21 17 21 92 

Persons with physical disabilities 1 20 18 29 21 89 

Persons with developmental disabilities 6 12 15 21 33 87 

Persons recently released from prison 3 11 13 19 15 61 

Other (specify below)* 2 0 0 2 3 7 

Persons with HIV/AIDS 0 0 1 1 0 2 
Data Source: 2020 Housing and Community Development Survey 

 
5 Consolidated Plan Final Rule 24 CFR Part 91. U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development. Community 
Planning and Development. 1995. 14. 
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*Other priorities, based on survey responses, include youth (especially homeless youth), transition-age 
youth (aging out of foster care), and persons in the criminal justice system. Of note, several respondents 
indicated it was difficult to rank these groups since all are considered highly vulnerable and many factors 
listed for ranking are co-occurring. 
 

HOPWA  
Because tƘŜ {ǘŀǘŜ ƻŦ aƻƴǘŀƴŀΩǎ Iht²! ŦǳƴŘǎ ŀǊŜ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ Ǿƛŀ ŎƻƳǇŜǘƛǘƛǾŜ ŀǿŀǊŘ ŀƴŘ ƴƻǘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŀ 
formula grant, a discussion of HOPWA is not included herein, and HOPWA data are not provided in 
Tables 28 and 29Φ CƻǊ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ {ǘŀǘŜΩǎ Iht²! program, funded via competitive award, 
please see aƻƴǘŀƴŀΩǎ HOPWA Annual Progress Report.  
 
Table 28 ς HOPWA Data 

Current HOPWA formula use: 

Cumulative cases of AIDS reported N/A 

Area incidence of AIDS N/A 

Number of new cases prior year (3 years of data) N/A 

Rate per population N/A 

Rate per population (3 years of data) N/A 

Current HIV surveillance data: N/A 

Number of Persons living with HIC (PLWH) N/A 

Area Prevalence (PLWH per population) N/A 

Number of new HIV cases reported last year N/A 
Data Source: CDC HIV Surveillance 

 

HIV Housing Need (HOPWA Grantees Only) 
 
Table 29 ς HIV Housing Need 

Type of HOPWA Assistance Estimates of Unmet Need 

Tenant based rental assistance N/A 

Short-term Rent, Mortgage, and Utility N/A 

Facility Based Housing  
(Permanent, short-term or transitional) 

N/A 

Data Source: HOPWA CAPER and HOPWA Beneficiary Verification Worksheet 

 

Describe the characteristics of special needs populations in your community: 
 

Elderly and Frail Elderly Persons 
HUD defines άŜƭŘŜǊƭȅέ ŀǎ ǇŜǊǎƻƴǎ ŀƎŜ сн ƻǊ ƻƭŘŜǊ while the Census Bureau defines this segment of the 
population as persons age 65 or older. Sub-ǎŜƎƳŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ǘƘŜ άŜȄǘǊŀ ŜƭŘŜǊƭȅέ όтр 
and older) and the frail elderly (85 and older). The U.S. National Center for Health Statistics notes that a 
number of older citizens have limitations caused by chronic conditions that constrain Activities of Daily 
Living (ADLs). ADLs are divided into three levels, from basic to advanced. Basic ADLs involve personal 
care and include tasks such as eating, bathing, dressing, using the toilet, and getting in or out of bed or a 
chair. Intermediate, or instrumental, ADLs are tasks necessary for independent functioning in the 
community. These include cooking, cleaning, laundry, shopping, using the telephone, using or accessing 
transportation, taking medicines, and managing money. Social, recreational, and occupational activities 
that greatly ŀŦŦŜŎǘ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭΩs quality of life are advanced ADLs. Playing bridge, bowling, doing 
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ŎǊŀŦǘǎΣ ƻǊ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ƻƴŜΩs church are examples of advanced ADLs. Persons are considered άfrail 
ŜƭŘŜǊƭȅέ if they are unable to perform three or more activities of daily living.6 
 

Size and Characteristics 
According to 2010 Census, 146,742 residents in the state of Montana were age 65 or older. Per 2018 
estimates, 198,902 residents were age 65 or older, a 35.5% change from 2010. Table NA-6 shows these 
total counts of the elderly population along with a breakout of smaller age brackets for the group. 2018 
estimates indicate that 79,319 persons (39.8%) were extra elderly, or 75 and older, while 22,695 persons 
(11.4%) were frail elderly, or 85 and older.  
 
!ŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ {ǘŀǘŜ ƻŦ aƻƴǘŀƴŀΩǎ !ƎƛƴƎ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ¦ƴƛǘΣ by the year 2025 Montana will have the fifth 
highest per capita older population in the United States.7 Between 2000 and 2010, the fastest-growing 
cohort was persons age 55 to 64 followed by persons age 65 and older. Between 2010 and 2017 the 
fastest-growing cohort was persons age 65 and older, with the cohort age 55 to 64 ranking as the third 
fastest-growing group. As shown in Table NA-6, from 2010 to 2018, the two elderly sub-groups with the 
greatest growth were age 67 to 69 and 70 to 74, each yielding more than 48.0% increases. 
 
Table NA-6 ς Elderly Population by Age 

Age 
2010 Census 2018 Estimates 

% Change 
Population % of Total Population % of Total 

65 to 66 19,811 13.5% 29,134 14.6% 47.1% 
67 to 69 26,745 18.2% 39,588 19.9% 48.0% 
70 to 74 34,186 23.3% 50,861 25.6% 48.8% 

75 to 79 25,637 17.5% 34,678 17.4% 35.3% 
80 to 84 20,342 13.9% 21,946 11.0% 7.9% 
85 or Older 20,021 13.6% 22,695 11.4% 13.4% 

Total 146,742 100.0% 198,902 100.0% 35.5% 
Data Source: 2010 Census SF1 Data; 2018 Single-year-of-age Estimates (CDC) 

 

People with Disabilities (Mental, Physical, Developmental) 
HUD defines a person with a disability as any person who has a physical or mental impairment that 
substantially limits one or more major life activities. Physical or mental disabilities include hearing, 
mobility and visual impairments, chronic alcoholism, chronic mental illness, AIDS, AIDS related complex, 
and mental delay that substantially limits one or more major life activities. Major life activities include 
walking, talking, hearing, seeing, breathing, learning, performing manual tasks and caring for oneself.8 
HUD defers to Section 102 of the Developmental Disabilities Assistance and Bill of Rights Act of 2000 for 
the definition of developmental disability: a severe, chronic disability of an individual that is attributable 
to a mental or physical impairment or combination of mental and physical impairments. 
 
Many persons with disabilities require support services to maintain healthy lifestyles. The services that 
are required often depend on the individual and the type of disability. For example, a person with a 
mental disability may require medical assistance, weekly counseling sessions, or job placement 
assistance. Specialized transport services and physical therapy sessions are services that might be 
required for a person with a physical disability. 

 
6 http://law.justia.com/us/cfr/title24/24-4.0.2.1.12.2.3.2.html  
7 https://dphhs.mt.gov/sltc/aging.aspx  
8 http://portal.hud.gov/hudportal/HUD?src=/program_offices/fair_housing_equal_opp/disabilities/inhousing  

http://law.justia.com/us/cfr/title24/24-4.0.2.1.12.2.3.2.html
https://dphhs.mt.gov/sltc/aging.aspx
http://portal.hud.gov/hudportal/HUD?src=/program_offices/fair_housing_equal_opp/disabilities/inhousing
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Many persons with disabilities live on fixed incomes and thus face financial challenges similar to those 
faced by the elderly. Furthermore, many persons with disabilities, especially those transitioning from 
psychiatric hospitals and structured residential programs, benefit from supportive services provided in 
addition to or in conjunction with affordable, stable housing. 
 
Households affected by mental illness are at increased risk of homelessness. The 2019 PIT Homeless 
SǳǊǾŜȅ ǎƘƻǿǎ ǘƘŀǘ нрΦл҈ ƻŦ aƻƴǘŀƴŀΩǎ ƘƻƳŜƭŜǎǎ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ƘŀŘ ŀ ǇƘȅǎƛŎŀƭ Řƛǎŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ǿƘƛƭŜ орΦо҈ ƘŀŘ ŀ 
mental disability.  
 

Size and Characteristics 
Data from the 2017 ACS show 138,205 persons with disabilities in Montana, with an overall disability 
rate of 13.6%. Table NA-7 presents disabilities by age and gender. The age group with the highest 
disability rate is persons age 75 and older. Males had a slightly higher disability rate than females at 
14.5% and 12.7%, respectively. Children under 5 had the lowest disability rate, at less than 1.0% for both 
males and females. 
 
Table NA-8 breaks down disabilities by disability type for persons age 5 and older. Per 2017 ACS data, 
the most common disability is an ambulatory difficulty, followed by a hearing difficulty. The third most 
common disability is cognitive. 
 
Table NA-7 ς Disability by Age and Gender 

 
Age  

Male Female Total 
Disabled 

Population 
Disability 

Rate 
Disabled 

Population 
Disability 

Rate 
Disabled 

Population 
Disability 

Rate 
Under 5 296 0.9% 252 0.8% 548 0.9% 
5 to 17 4,834 5.7% 3,249 4.1% 8,083 4.9% 

18 to 34 8,979 7.9% 6,349 5.8% 15,328 6.8% 
35 to 64 29,059 14.9% 25,922 13.1% 54,981 14.0% 
65 to 74 15,409 29.7% 10,895 21.2% 26,304 25.5% 
75 or Older 15,122 49.5% 17,839 47.4% 32,961 48.3% 

Total 73,699 14.5% 64,506 12.7% 138,205 13.6% 
Data Source: 2017 5-Year ACS Data 

 
Table NA-8 ς Total Disabilities Tallied 

Disability Type Population 
Hearing difficulty 49,510 

Vision difficulty 21,844 
Cognitive difficulty 47,715 
Ambulatory difficulty 66,524 
Self-care difficulty 22,363 

Independent living difficulty 41,631 
Total 249,587 

Data Source: 2017 5-Year ACS Data 

 

People with Alcohol or other Drug Addictions 
!ŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ /ƻŀƭƛǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ IƻƳŜƭŜǎǎΣ ŦƻǊ ǇŜǊǎƻƴǎ άƧǳǎǘ ƻƴŜ ǎǘŜǇ ŀǿŀȅ ŦǊƻƳ 
homelessness, the onset or exacerbation of an addictive disorder may provide just the catalyst to plunge 
ǘƘŜƳ ƛƴǘƻ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘƛŀƭ ƛƴǎǘŀōƛƭƛǘȅΦέ9 For persons with substance use disorders, housing is complicated. 
Persons who have stable housing are much better able to treat their addictions. However, obtaining 

 
9 http://www.nationalhomeless.org/publications/facts/addiction.pdf  

http://www.nationalhomeless.org/publications/facts/addiction.pdf
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stable housing while suffering from addiction can be quite difficult, and the frustrations caused by a lack 
of housing options may only exacerbate addictions.  
 
Persons with alcohol or other drug addictions (primary respondents only) accounted for 20.8% of 
aƻƴǘŀƴŀΩǎ homeless population surveyed for addictions. 
 

Size and Characteristics 
DPHHS published the 2018 Montana Prevention Needs Assessment Survey that was conducted in schools 
across the state to evaluate adolescent substance abuse.10 At the time of the survey, within the past 30 
days, 28.3% of students reported using alcohol, of which 16.5% reported binge drinking, and 15.0% 
reported using marijuana. Based on figures reported during the 2016 survey, both alcohol use and 
ƳŀǊƛƧǳŀƴŀ ǳǎŜ ǿŀǎ ǳǇ ƛƴ aƻƴǘŀƴŀΩǎ нлму ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴΦ In addition, ǘƘŜ ¢Ǌǳǎǘ ŦƻǊ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀΩǎ IŜŀƭǘƘ 
found that Montana ranked 43rd of all 50 states and the District of Columbia for highest drug overdose 
mortality rates in the United States in 2018, with 12.2 per 100,000 people suffering drug overdose 
fatalities.11 The Trust for AƳŜǊƛŎŀΩǎ Health also found that in 2018 MontanŀΩǎ ǊŀǘŜ ƻŦ ŀƭŎƻƘƻƭ-related 
ŘŜŀǘƘǎ ǿŀǎ мтΦл όǇŜǊ мллΣлллύ ŀƴŘ aƻƴǘŀƴŀΩǎ ǊŀǘŜ ƻŦ ŘǊǳƎ-related deaths was 13.0 (per 100,000).12 
 

Persons with HIV/AIDS 
Studies show that housing assistance enables persons living with HIV/AIDS to achieve housing stability, 
improve health outcomes, and reduce overall public costs. Housing is also identified as a strategic point 
of intervention to address HIV/AIDS and overlapping vulnerabilities (such as age, race, mental illness, 
drug use, or chronic homelessness). 
 

Size and Characteristics 
According to information gathered from DPHHS, a total of 749 persons were living with HIV infection in 
Montana as of January 4, 2021. A total of 1,299 cases of HIV have been reported in Montana, of which 
550 persons are known to have died. The HIV Epidemiology Profile for Montana released additional data 
regarding characteristics of those diagnosed with HIV. Males make up 85% of this population. The 
largest age group that has received diagnoses were those age 55 and older, accounting for 40%. Non-
Hispanic, white persons account for the highest portion of the HIV population at 85%. 
 
The demographic distribution of new HIV diagnoses in Montana during the 2011-2018 period reveals 
ǘƘŀǘ ƴŜǿ ŎŀǎŜǎ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ŜǾŜƴƭȅ ŘƛǎǘǊƛōǳǘŜŘ ŀƳƻƴƎ aƻƴǘŀƴŀΩǎ ŎƻǳƴǘƛŜǎ based on geography, but are 
ŜǾŜƴƭȅ ŘƛǎǘǊƛōǳǘŜŘ ŀƳƻƴƎ aƻƴǘŀƴŀΩǎ ŎƻǳƴǘƛŜǎ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ. Yellowstone (26%), Missoula (18%), 
Cascade (9%), Gallatin (9%) and Flathead (8%) counties accounted for more than 70% of new HIV 
diagnoses between 2001 and 2018.13 This is consistent with the counties with the highest population of 
persons living in Montana and living with HIV. 
 
Persons with HIV/AIDS (primary respondents only) accounted for 0.4% ƻŦ aƻƴǘŀƴŀΩǎ ƘƻƳŜƭŜǎǎ 
population surveyed for HIV/AIDS. 
 

 
10 http://www.bach-harrison.com/mtsocialindicators/ProfileReports.aspx  
11 https://www.tfah.org/article/new-national-data-present-a-mixed-picture-some-drug-overdoses-down-but-

others-are-up-and-suicides-rates-are-increasing/ 
12 https://www.tfah.org/state-details/montana/  
13 https://dphhs.mt.gov/Portals/85/publichealth/documents/CDEpi/StatisticsandReports/SurveillanceSnapshots/ 
ADAHIVsnapshot2018.pdf  

http://www.bach-harrison.com/mtsocialindicators/ProfileReports.aspx
https://www.tfah.org/article/new-national-data-present-a-mixed-picture-some-drug-overdoses-down-but-others-are-up-and-suicides-rates-are-increasing/
https://www.tfah.org/article/new-national-data-present-a-mixed-picture-some-drug-overdoses-down-but-others-are-up-and-suicides-rates-are-increasing/
https://www.tfah.org/state-details/montana/
https://dphhs.mt.gov/Portals/85/publichealth/documents/CDEpi/StatisticsandReports/SurveillanceSnapshots/%20ADAHIVsnapshot2018.pdf
https://dphhs.mt.gov/Portals/85/publichealth/documents/CDEpi/StatisticsandReports/SurveillanceSnapshots/%20ADAHIVsnapshot2018.pdf


State of Montana  68 2020-2024 Consolidated Plan 

Victims of Domestic Violence 
Domestic violence describes behaviors that are used by one person in a relationship to control the 
other. This aggressive conduct is often criminal, including physical assault, sexual abuse, and stalking. 
The U.S. Department of Justice defines domestic violence as a pattern of abusive behavior in any 
relationship that is used by one partner to gain or maintain power and control over another intimate 
partner.14 Victims can be of all races, ages, genders, religions, cultures, education levels, and marital 
statuses. Victims of domestic violence are at risk of becoming homeless due to an unstable living 
environment. If domestic violence victims flee the home, they often face finding emergency shelter and 
services for themselves and their children. Victims of domestic violence are predominantly women. 
However, children can also be affected as either victims of abuse or as witnesses to abuse. The U.S. 
Department of Justice found that throughout their lifetime, over 25 million women and 7 million men 
were victimized by an intimate partner.15 
 

Size and Characteristics 
Pinpointing a specific number of victims of domestic violence can be difficult because many cases go 
unreported. However, statistics are available. According to the National Coalition Against Domestic 
Violence, 1 in 3 or 33% of women and 1 in 4 or 25% of men experience some form of physical violence 
by an intimate partnerΦ aƻƴǘŀƴŀΩǎ ǊŀǘŜǎ ƻŦ physical violence by an intimate partner are slightly higher 
than the national figures, with 39.2% of women and 32.6% of men experiencing intimate partner 
physical violence in their lifetimes.16 
 
According to the 2019 PIT Homeless Survey, there were 1,357 homeless persons in Montana in 2019. Of 
this count, 257 (18.9%) persons indicated they left home because of domestic violence. Of note, 69.3% 
of primary respondents and accompanying individuals who cited domestic abuse resulting in 
homelessness were female. See Table NA-9 for detailed counts. 
 
Table NA-9 ς Homeless Persons who Left Home because of Domestic Violence 

Gender Count of Primary Respondents Count of Accompanying 
Individuals 

Total Count 

Males 26 52 78 

Females 129 49 178 
Missing or N/A 1 0 1 
Total Count 156 101 257 

Data Source: 2019 Montana Homeless Survey 

 

What are the housing and supportive service needs of these populations and how are these needs 
determined?  

Elderly and Frail Elderly Persons 
The Older Americans Act of 1965 has been the main instrument for delivering social services to senior 
citizens in the United States. This Act established the federal Administration on Aging and related state 
agencies to specifically address the many needs of the elderly population. Despite limited resources and 
funding, the mission of the Older Americans Act is broad: άto help older people maintain maximum 
independence in their homes and communities and to promote a continuum of care for the vulnerable 
elderly.έ17 The Administration on Aging encompasses a variety of services aimed at the elderly 

 
14 https://www.justice.gov/ovw/domestic-violence#dv  
15 https://www.ncjrs.gov/pdffiles1/nij/183781.pdf  
16 https://assets.speakcdn.com/assets/2497/montana_2019.pdf  
17 http://www.nhpf.org/library/the-basics/Basics_OlderAmericansAct_02-23-12.pdf  

https://www.justice.gov/ovw/domestic-violence#dv
https://www.ncjrs.gov/pdffiles1/nij/183781.pdf
https://assets.speakcdn.com/assets/2497/montana_2019.pdf
http://www.nhpf.org/library/the-basics/Basics_OlderAmericansAct_02-23-12.pdf
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population, such as supportive services, nutrition services, family caregiver support, and disease 
prevention and health promotion. 
 
In Montana, support for the elderly population is provided by the Senior and Long Term Care Division, 
and the Aging Services Unit, within DPHHS. This state unit administers a wide variety of senior-based 
services for residents over age 60, with the goal to provide services that allow seniors to remain 
independent.18 The uƴƛǘΩǎ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎ ŀƴŘ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ŀŘǳƭǘ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘƛǾŜ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎΣ ƭƻƴƎ ǘŜǊƳ ŎŀǊŜ 
resources, information and referral services, legal resources, community resources, and financial 
planning. 
 
The 2019-2022 Montana State Plan on Aging outlines the fundamental concerns facing Montanans as 
the population continues to age.19 aƻƴǘŀƴŀΩǎ {ǘŀǘŜ tƭŀƴ ƻƴ !ƎƛƴƎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ƎƻŀƭǎΥ 

¶ Goal 1: Improve access to the Older Americans Act services for seniors and their caregivers to 
provide the supports needed for them to continue to live in their homes and be active in their 
communities for as long as they choose.  

¶ Goal 2: Improve collaboration with the Title VI Directors and other Tribal members to better 
facilitate Title III and Title VI coordination and sŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ǘƻ ŀƭƭ aƻƴǘŀƴŀΩǎ ǎŜƴƛƻǊǎΦ 

¶ Goal 3: Improve the dignity, safety, and respect of older adults living in Montana through the 
Montana Aging Network. 

 
These goals will be achieved by providing quality services through: 

¶ Implementing effective programs for seniors, adults with disabilities, caregivers, and older 
American Indians in Montana; 

¶ Collaborating with Montana Tribes to improve access to services for reservation communities 
through Title III and Title VI coordination; 

¶ Obtaining data and conducting comprehensive data analysis to determine the outcomes and 
areas for improvement in existing programs; and 

¶ Focusing the State Unit of Aging (SUA) involve in future grant funding and initiatives to those 
that align with core goals and objectives.  

 

Services and Housing Needed for Elderly 
While there are a number of different housing and service programs that aid the elderly population in 
Montana, the general population is continuing to age and live longer, which will require additional 
services and resources to meet the ever-growing needs of the elderly. The Montana State Plan on Aging 
identifies various needs for the elderly, including care/case management, caregiving support, elder 
abuse prevention, employment, health care/health/mental health, health insurance, health promotion, 
housing, and others.  
 
According to the Center for Housing Policy, housing is and will continue to be a priority need for the 
elderly population. A growing number of older households face severe housing costs burdens, and many 
require assisted or long-term care housing and services. As the Baby Boomer generation continues to 
grow, many will prefer to remain independent, requiring in-home services and adaptions to existing 
homes. Thus, there is a greater focus on in-home care and expanded home health services to meet the 
needs of a more independent elderly population. Because most elderly persons are on a fixed income, 
these increasing costs may fall on publicly funded programs in the state. 

 
18 http://www.dphhs.mt.gov/sltc/services/aging/index.shtml  
19 https://dphhs.mt.gov/Portals/85/sltc/documents/AgingReports/MontanaStatePlanonAging2019-2022.pdf  

http://www.dphhs.mt.gov/sltc/services/aging/index.shtml
https://dphhs.mt.gov/Portals/85/sltc/documents/AgingReports/MontanaStatePlanonAging2019-2022.pdf
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Services and Housing Currently Provided for Persons with Disabilities 
Under DPHHSΩǎ Developmental Services Division, the Developmental Disabilities Program contracts with 
private, nonprofit corporations to provide services across the lifespan for individuals who have 
developmental disabilities and their families. The focus of the program is to tailor care to the individual 
and provide it in as natural an environment as possible.20 The Montana Development Center (MDC), 
which closed in 2018 in accordance with a mandate included in Senate Bill 411, was administered by the 
Developmental Disabilities Program and was the sǘŀǘŜΩǎ ƻƴƭȅ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘƛŀƭ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘȅ ŦƻǊ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭǎ ǿƛǘƘ 
developmental disabilities with 24-hour care for those with the most severe behaviors or severe self-
help deficits. Since closure of the MDC, House Bill 387 passed during the 2019 Montana legislative 
session, addressing the persisting needs of persons with disabilities through the development of the 
Intensive Behavior Center (IBC), a 12-bed facility that serves as an option for individuals who are not 
able to be safely served in the community. The IBC is in operation and currently serves adults with 
autism spectrum disorder in a therapeutic environment.21 
 
5tII{Ωǎ !ŘŘƛŎǘƛǾŜ ŀƴŘ aŜƴǘŀƭ 5ƛǎƻǊŘŜǊǎ 5ƛǾƛǎƛƻƴ ό!a55ύ ŀŘƳƛƴƛǎǘŜǊǎ ƳŜƴǘŀƭ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ 
Medicaid programming, grant funding, the Montana State Hospital, and the Montana Mental Health 
Nursing Care Center. AMDD supports a continuum of mental health services, including inpatient 
psychiatric care, community-based habilitation services, community-based rehabilitation services, and 
crisis response services, all of which seek to provide services to individuals in the least restrictive 
environment and maintain continuity within their lives and home communities. Inpatient and residential 
programs, such as behavioral health group homes, adult foster care, crisis stabilization, acute inpatient 
hospitalization, Montana State Hospital, and Montana Mental Health Nursing Care Center inherently 
provide temporary shelter to individuals with mental illness on either a short-term or long-term basis. 
AMDD also implements supportive programming, including tenancy support services, transitional 
housing funds, supported employment, and wrap-around community-based services that support 
individuals with mental illness as they receive treatment and seek recovery. 
 

Services and Facilities Needed for Persons with Disabilities 
The 2020 Housing and Community Development Survey asked participants which special needs 
populations have the highest needs for services and facilities. Two hundred and twenty-nine participants 
responded, identifying five priority groups each and ranking them from 1 to 5 with 1 being the highest 
priority. Responses indicate the need for services and facilities for persons with disabilities is medium to 
low, as shown in Table NA-10. See Appendix B for a more detailed breakout of survey responses.  
 
Table NA-10 ς Need for Services and Facilities for Persons with Physical and Developmental 
Disabilities 

 IƛƎƘŜǎǘ tǊƛƻǊƛǘȅ όάмέύ wŀƴƪƛƴƎ Total Priority (1-5) Ranking 

Persons with physical disabilities 11th of 12 (Low Priority) 8th of 12 (Medium Priority) 

Persons with developmental disabilities 8th of 12 (Medium Priority) 9th of 12 (Low Priority) 

Data Source: 2020 Housing and Community Development Survey 

 
Individuals with mental illness continue to experience homelessness and housing insecurity at high 
rates. Mental health providers frequently cite a lack of affordable housing, a lack of housing services, 
and overall housing instability as a contributing faŎǘƻǊ ǘƻ ŀƴ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭΩǎ ƛƴŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŦǳƭƭȅ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ 
treatment for mental illness. Increased housing services for both housing transitions and housing 

 
20 http://www.dphhs.mt.gov/dsd/index.shtml  
21 https://dphhs.mt.gov/dsd/ibc  

http://www.dphhs.mt.gov/dsd/index.shtml
https://dphhs.mt.gov/dsd/ibc
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maintenance, as well as the development of transitional and supportive housing units with integrated 
mental health services, continue to be needed within Montana. 
 

Services and Housing Currently Provided for Persons with Addictions 
AMDD is the designated state adult mental health agency for DPHHS. The mission of AMDD is to 
implement and improve an appropriate statewide system of prevention, crisis intervention, treatment 
and recovery for Montanans with mental and substance use disorders. 
 
AMDD assesses the need for substance use disorder treatment and prevention services throughout 
Montana. Those services are available through contracts with state-approved programs that practice a 
co-occurring approach to treatment. The division reimburses for a full range of outpatient and inpatient 
services, as well as education programs for DUI offenders and youth charged as a Minor in Possession. 
AMDD also organizes and funds activities designed to prevent the use of alcohol, tobacco, and other 
drugs by youth and the abuse of those substances by adults. People with substance use disorders who 
have family incomes below 200% of the federal poverty level are eligible for publicly funded treatment 
services. In addition, the Medicaid program funds outpatient and residential substance use treatment 
for adults and adolescents who are Medicaid eligible. 
 
The Montana Chemical Dependency Center, located in Butte, is the only in-patient substance use 
treatment center administered by the State. It has 16 treatment beds for men, 16 treatment beds for 
women, 8 detox beds, and 8 stabilization beds.22 
 

Services and Housing Needed for Persons with Addictions 
According to the Healthy People 2020 national objectives, there were 22 million Americans struggling 
with a drug or alcohol problem in 2005. Of those with substance abuse problems, 95% are unaware of 
their problem.23 Obtaining treatment is a primary concern for many, which often includes high costs and 
ƻǘƘŜǊ ƛƳǇŀŎǘǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǇŜǊǎƻƴΩǎ ŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ ƻōǘŀƛƴ ƻǊ ǊŜǘŀƛƴ ŀƴ ƛƴŎƻƳŜ ŀƴŘ ƘƻǳǎƛƴƎΦ 
 
The National Coalition for the Homeless notes that other needs for persons with substance use 
disorders include transportation and support services, including work programs and therapy access. 
Barriers also include programs that follow abstinence-only policies. These programs are often unrealistic 
for persons suffering from addictions because they fail to address the reality of relapses. A person living 
in supportive housing with an addiction problem who experiences a relapse may suddenly become a 
homeless person.24 
 
The 2020 Housing and Community Development Survey asked participants which special needs 
populations have the highest needs for services and facilities. Two hundred and twenty-nine participants 
responded, identifying five priority groups each and ranking them from 1 to 5 with 1 being the highest 
priority. Responses indicate the need for services and facilities for persons with substance use disorders 
is medium to high, as shown in Table NA-11. See Appendix B for a more detailed breakout of survey 
responses.  
 
  

 
22 http://www.dphhs.mt.gov/mcdc/  
23 http://www.healthypeople.gov/2020/TopicsObjectives2020/overview.aspx?topicId=40#star  
24 http://www.nationalhomeless.org/publications/facts/addiction.pdf  

http://www.dphhs.mt.gov/mcdc/
http://www.healthypeople.gov/2020/TopicsObjectives2020/overview.aspx?topicId=40#star
http://www.nationalhomeless.org/publications/facts/addiction.pdf
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Table NA-11 ς Need for Services and Facilities for Persons with Substance Use Disorders 
 IƛƎƘŜǎǘ tǊƛƻǊƛǘȅ όάмέύ wŀƴƪƛƴƎ Total Priority (1-5) Ranking 

Persons with substance use disorders 7th of 12 (Medium Priority) 3rd of 12 (High Priority) 
Data Source: 2020 Housing and Community Development Survey 

 

Services and Housing Currently Provided for Persons with HIV/AIDS 
A combination of private nonprofit providers and DPHHS provide HIV/AIDS services in Montana. As part 
of the effort to combat HIV in the state, DPHHS orchestrates the HIV Prevention Program. The State of 
Montana instituted the AIDS Prevention Act in 1997 and revised it in 2009. The Act institutes routine 
testing. DPHHS also has an HIV/AIDS Treatment Program. DPHHS works in collaboration with local city-
county health departments, as well as community-based organizations to provide the following services 
for eligible HIV positive individuals: 

¶ AIDS Drug Assistance Program: This program provides anti-retrovirals, protease inhibitors, 
hydroxyurea and pentamidine to qualified individuals at no cost. 

¶ Health Insurance Continuum of Coverage Program: This program allows eligible individuals to 
continue their private health insurance by paying all or part (up to $800) of their monthly 
premiums. 

¶ HIV Case Management: The goal of the case managers is to deliver comprehensive outpatient 
health and support services to meet the HIV-related needs of individuals and families with HIV. 
Seven case management sites in the state serve the governor's five planning regions.25 

 
HIV testing and services are provided by numerous public health clinics throughout the state. Free HIV 
testing is also provided by many nonprofit organizations along with a bevy of other services, such as 
case management, transitional housing, housing referrals, food pantries, direct financial assistance, 
support groups and mental health counseling. A partial list of HIV service providers in Montana is 
provided in Table NA-12. 
 
Table NA-12 ς HIV Service Providers 

Service Organization Location 
RiverStone Health Billings 

District VII HRDC Billings 

Rocky Boy Tribal Health Box Elder 
Bridger Clinic Bozeman 
District 9 HRDC Bozeman 
Browning Tribal Health Browning 

Butte AIDS Support Services Butte 
Dawson County Health Department Glendive 
Hill County Health Department Havre 
Lewis and Clark City-County Health Department Helena 

Flathead City-County Health Department Kalispell 
Central Montana Family Planning Lewistown 
Open AID Alliance Missoula 

Partnership Health Center Missoula 
Data Source: DPHHS 

 

Services and Housing Needed for Persons with HIV/AIDS 
Persons living with HIV/AIDS have multiple needs in terms of services. In addition to receiving regular 
medical attention, case management, and income support, many persons need access to permanent 

 
25 http://www.dphhs.mt.gov/publichealth/hivstd/treatmentprogram.shtml  

http://www.dphhs.mt.gov/publichealth/hivstd/treatmentprogram.shtml
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housing solutions. According to HUD, 9 out of 10 persons utilizing HOPWA benefits are extremely low to 
low income. Increased funding for housing for persons living with HIV/AIDS is one of the greatest needs 
of the HIV/AIDS support programs. For example, there is generally a high need for increased scattered 
site housing availability, because traditional assisted housing options that involve grouping funding 
recipients on one site or complex are ineffective in that they can endanger the confidentiality of 
residents. Additionally, program recipients have a need for longer-term housing options. As the 
treatment of AIDS has advanced, people are living longer with the disease. Thus, longer-term housing 
options are needed. However, the funding of these long-term housing options can be expensive. 
 
The 2020 Housing and Community Development Survey asked participants which special needs 
populations have the highest needs for services and facilities. Two hundred and twenty-nine participants 
responded, identifying five priority groups each and ranking them from 1 to 5 with 1 being the highest 
priority. Responses indicate the need for services and facilities for persons with HIV/AIDS is low (in 
relation to other special needs populations), as shown in Table NA-13. See Appendix B for a more 
detailed breakout of survey responses.  
 
Table NA-13 ς Need for Services and Facilities for Persons with HIV/AIDS 

 IƛƎƘŜǎǘ tǊƛƻǊƛǘȅ όάмέύ wŀƴƪƛƴƎ Total Priority (1-5) Ranking 
Persons with HIV/AIDS 12th of 12 (Low Priority) 12th of 12 (Low Priority) 

Data Source: 2020 Housing and Community Development Survey 

 

Services and Housing Currently Provided for Victims of Domestic Violence 
The Montana Coalition Against Domestic & Sexual Violence is a statewide coalition of individuals and 
organizations working together to end domestic and sexual violence through advocacy, public 
ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴΣ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ǇƻƭƛŎȅΣ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘΦ ¢ƘŜ /ƻŀƭƛǘƛƻƴΩǎ Ǝƻŀƭǎ ŀǊŜ ǘƻ ŜƭƛƳƛƴŀǘŜ ŀƭƭ ŦƻǊƳǎ ƻŦ 
oppression, to provide support, network opportunities and training, and to encourage increased 
awareness and understanding.26 
 
Services for victims of domestic abuse are provided by a variety of nonprofit and faith-based 
organizations across the state. Many of the shelters have 24-hour crisis lines and offer temporary 
housing, advocacy, referral programs, counseling, and transportation, as well as many other services. A 
partial list of domestic violence service providers is shown in Table NA-14. 
 
Table NA-14 ς Domestic Violence Service Providers 

Homeless Service Organization Counties Served 
Rosebud & Treasure County Victim Witness Program Rosebud, Treasure 
Glasgow Police Department ς Victim Witness Valley, Daniels, Sheridan, Phillips 
Dawson County Domestic Violence & Sexual Assault 
Program Dawson, Wibaux, Prairie 

Phillips County Domestic Violence Program Phillips 

Custer Network Against Domestic Abuse & Sexual 
Assault 

Custer, Rosebud, Treasure, Garfield, Powder River 

Custer County !ǘǘƻǊƴŜȅΩǎ ±ƛŎǘƛƳ-Witness Assistance Custer, Carter, Fallon, Powder River, Garfield 
Richland County Coalition Against Domestic Violence Richland, McCone 
The Family Violence Resource Center Fort Peck Reservation 
Northeast Montana Victim/Witness Program Phillips, Valley, Roosevelt, Sheridan, Daniels 
7th Judicial District Victim Witness Program Dawson, Wibaux, Prairie, McCone, Richland 
!ƴƎŜƭŀΩǎ tƛŀȊȊŀΥ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ 5ǊƻǇ-In Center Yellowstone 

 
26 http://mcadsv.com/about/philosophy/  

http://mcadsv.com/about/philosophy/
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Homeless Service Organization Counties Served 

Montana Legal Services Association 
Yellowstone, Big Horn, Carbon, Golden Valley, 
Musselshell, Park, Rosebud, Stillwater, Sweet Grass, 
Wheatland, Treasure 

Billings Area Family Violence Task Force Yellowstone 
.ƛƭƭƛƴƎǎ /ƛǘȅ !ǘǘƻǊƴŜȅΩǎ hŦŦƛŎŜ 5ƻƳŜǎǘƛŎ ±ƛƻƭŜƴŎŜ ¦ƴƛǘ Yellowstone  
Yellowstone County !ǘǘƻǊƴŜȅΩǎ hŦŦƛŎŜ ς Victim 
Witness Office Yellowstone 

YWCA Billings ς Gateway 
Yellowstone, Carbon, Stillwater, Big Horn, Rosebud, 
Musselshell 

Stillwater County Advocates Stillwater 
Crow Victims Assistance Program Crow Reservation 

Healing Hearts Northern Cheyenne Reservation 
Northern Cheyenne Tribe Northern Cheyenne Reservation 
ASPEN Meagher, Park, Sweet Grass 
Park County Victim Witness Assistance Program Park 
Carbon County Victim-Witness Program Carbon 
Domestic and Sexual Violence Services of Carbon 
County Carbon, Stillwater 

Montana Legal Services Association Blaine, Glacier, Hill, Pondera, Liberty, Teton, Toole 

Hi-Lines Help for Abused Spouses Chouteau, Glacier, Toole, Teton, Pondera, Liberty 

/!{! /!b /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ !ŘǾƻŎŀǘŜ Network Cascade 

Family Advocacy Malmstrom Air Force Base Personnel and Families 

YWCA Great Falls  
Cascade, Toole, Pondera, Teton, Glacier, Chouteau, 
Judith Basin, Meagher, Liberty 

Victim Impact Program ς Pre-release Program Cascade 

Victim-Witness Assistance Program Cascade, Others as Needed 

Voices of Hope Cascade 

Domestic Violence Program/Judicial Court Fort Belknap Reservation, Blaine 

District IV HRDC Domestic Abuse Program Hill, Blaine, Liberty 

Fergus County Attorney Victim Assistance Program Fergus, Petroleum, Judith Basin 

SAVES, Inc. Fergus, Wheatland, Golden Valley, Musselshell, 
Garfield, Petroleum, Judith Basin 

Musselshell/Golden Valley Victim Witness Assistance 
Program Musselshell, Wheatland, Golden Valley 

SAVES, Inc. ς Satellite Office Musselshell, Wheatland, Golden Valley 
Toole County Victim Advocate Program Toole 
Anaconda Victim Witness Program Deer Lodge 
Jefferson County Victim/Witness Advocate Program Jefferson 
Gallatin County Victim Assistance Gallatin 
HAVEN Gallatin, Madison, Meagher 
Help Center Gallatin, Madison, Park 

MSU Voice Center Montana State University 

Butte Silver Bow County Attorney Victim Witness 
Advocate Program 

Silver Bow 

Montana Legal Services Association 
Beaverhead, Deer Lodge, Gallatin, Granite, Madison, 
Powell, Silver Bow 

Safe Space, Inc. 
Silver Bow, Deer Lodge, Powell, Granite, Jefferson, 
Madison 

Powell County Victim Services Powell 

²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ wŜǎƻǳǊŎŜ /ŜƴǘŜǊκ/ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ {ǳǇǇƻǊǘ 
Center 

Beaverhead, Madison 

City of Helena Victim Services ς /ƛǘȅ !ǘǘƻǊƴŜȅΩǎ hŦŦƛŎŜ Lewis & Clark 

Friendship Center Lewis & Clark, Jefferson, Broadwater, Meagher 
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Homeless Service Organization Counties Served 
Montana Legal Services Association Lewis & Clark, Jefferson, Broadwater, Meagher 

YWCA of Helena Lewis & Clark, Jefferson, Broadwater 

Broadwater County Attorney Victim Witness Program Broadwater 

Beaverhead & Madison County Victim/Witness 
Advocacy Program 

Beaverhead, Madison 

SAFE Ravalli 
CƭŀǘƘŜŀŘ /ƻǳƴǘȅ !ǘǘƻǊƴŜȅΩǎ hŦŦƛŎŜ Flathead 
The Abbie Shelter Flathead 
Lincoln County Crisis Solutions Lincoln 

Lincoln County Victim Witness Program Lincoln 

First Step Resource Center ς Saint Patrick Hospital 
Missoula, Ravalli, Granite, Powell, Sanders, Lake, 
Flathead Reservation, Any County Requesting Services 

Missoula City-County Relationship Violence Services 
Crime Victim Advocate Services 

Missoula 

Montana Legal Services Association Mineral, Missoula, Ravalli, Sanders 

Student Advocacy Resource Center Missoula 

YWCA of Missoula Missoula, Mineral, Sanders, Granite, Lake, Ravalli  

CSK Tribal Crime Victim Advocate Program Flathead Reservation, Lake, Sanders, Missoula 

SAFE Harbor Lake, Flathead Reservation 

Granite County Victim-Witness Program Mineral 

Mineral County Crime Victim Advocate Program Mineral 

Mineral County Help Line Mineral 

Sanders County Coalition for Families Sanders 
Data Source: Montana Coalition Against Domestic Violence 

 

Services and Housing Needed for Victims of Domestic Violence 
The 2020 Housing and Community Development Survey asked participants which special needs 
populations have the highest needs for services and facilities. Two hundred and twenty-nine participants 
responded, identifying five priority groups each and ranking them from 1 to 5 with 1 being the highest 
priority. Responses indicate the need for services and facilities for victims of domestic violence is 
medium, as shown in Table NA-15. See Appendix B for a more detailed breakout of survey responses.  
 
Table NA-15 ς Need for Services and Facilities for Victims of Domestic Violence 

 IƛƎƘŜǎǘ tǊƛƻǊƛǘȅ όάмέύ wŀƴƪƛƴƎ Total Priority (1-5) Ranking 
Victims of domestic violence 6th of 12 (Medium Priority) 5th of 12 (Medium Priority) 

Data Source: 2020 Housing and Community Development Survey 

 

Discuss the size and characteristics of the population with HIV/AIDS and their families within the 
Eligible Metropolitan Statistical Area:  
According to information gathered from DPHHS, a total of 749 persons were living with HIV infection in 
Montana as of January 4, 2021. A total of 1,299 cases of HIV have been reported in Montana, of which 
550 persons are known to have died. The HIV Epidemiology Profile for Montana released additional data 
regarding characteristics of those diagnosed with HIV. Males have attributed for 85% of this population. 
The largest age group that has received diagnoses were those age 55 and older, accounting for 40%. 
Non-Hispanic, white persons account for the highest portion of the HIV population at 85%. 
 

Discussion 
N/A 
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NA-50 Non-Housing Community Development Needs - 91.315 (f) 

5ŜǎŎǊƛōŜ ǘƘŜ ƧǳǊƛǎŘƛŎǘƛƻƴΩǎ ƴŜŜŘ ŦƻǊ Public Facilities: 
The 2020 Housing and Community Development Survey asked participants which community and public 
facility activities are the highest priority. Two hundred and thirty-three participants responded, 
identifying five priority activities each and ranking them from 1 to 5 with 1 being the highest priority. 
Responses indicate childcare facilities, youth centers, and healthcare facilities are the highest priorities 
(Appendix B). Responses also indicate, based on total priority rankings, that childcare facilities, 
community centers, youth centers, parks and recreational centers, and healthcare facilities are among 
the top five priority activities needed (Table NA-16). 
 
Table NA-16 ς Need for Community and Public Facility Activities 

Activities 
1 

(Highest 
Priority) 

2 3 4 
5 

(Lowest 
Priority) 

Total 
Priority 

Rankings 
1-5 

Childcare facilities 80 40 33 20 18 191 

Community centers 21 34 40 38 33 166 

Youth centers 29 29 33 37 27 155 

Parks and recreational centers 18 31 27 33 39 148 

Healthcare facilities 29 35 24 22 13 123 

Senior centers 10 21 31 26 24 112 

Residential treatment centers 23 21 21 17 16 98 

Public buildings with improved 
accessibility 

15 12 12 17 33 89 

Other (specify below)*  7 1 2 1 5 16 
Data Source: 2020 Montana Housing and Community Development Survey 
 
*Other priorities, based on survey responses, include indoor and outdoor recreation centers, mental 
health centers, centers for persons with substance use disorders, centers for veterans, centers to 
support organizations that promote independent living and community-based services as opposed to 
institutional services, large-scale facilities for large (500+ persons) business and community events, and 
facilities accessible to persons with disabilities. 
 

How were these needs determined? 
These community development needs for the state of Montana were determined based on responses to 
the 2020 Montana Housing and Community Development Survey and stakeholder input during a focus 
group discussion. 
 

5ŜǎŎǊƛōŜ ǘƘŜ ƧǳǊƛǎŘƛŎǘƛƻƴΩǎ ƴŜŜŘ ŦƻǊ tǳōƭƛŎ LƳǇǊƻǾŜƳŜƴǘǎΥ 
The 2020 Housing and Community Development Survey asked participants which infrastructure 
activities are the highest priority. Two hundred and thirty-four participants responded, identifying five 
priority activities each and ranking them from 1 to 5 with 1 being the highest priority. Responses 
indicate street and road improvements, water system improvements, and broadband (Internet) 
expansion are the highest priorities (Appendix B). Responses also indicate, based on total priority 
rankings, that street and road improvements, water system improvements, sidewalk improvements, 
bicycle and walking paths, and sewer system improvements are among the top five priority activities 
needed (Table NA-17). 
 



State of Montana  77 2020-2024 Consolidated Plan 

Table NA-17 ς Need for Infrastructure Activities 

Activities 
1 

(Highest 
Priority) 

2 3 4 
5 

(Lowest 
Priority) 

Total 
Priority 

Rankings 
1-5 

Street and road improvements 72 40 48 19 16 195 

Water system improvements 41 26 24 27 19 137 

Sidewalk improvements 12 46 37 23 14 132 

Bicycle and walking paths 27 14 24 26 23 114 

Sewer system improvements 13 31 22 27 18 111 

Broadband (Internet) expansion 30 25 16 16 23 110 

ADA (accessibility) improvements 18 15 14 20 23 90 

Storm water system improvements 4 8 14 18 19 63 

Solid waste facility improvements 1 5 11 9 31 57 

Flood drainage improvements 5 9 6 14 10 44 

Bridge improvements 7 8 5 15 8 43 

Other (specify below)*  2 0 3 2 9 16 
Data Source: 2020 Montana Housing and Community Development Survey 

 
*Other priorities, based on survey responses, include expansion of public transportation (especially in 
rural Montana), infrastructure to promote recycling, infrastructure improvements that are sustainable 
and environmentally friendly, street and road improvements in rural areas, activities to ensure safe 
water supply, multi-use paths along highways, cell phone access, traffic system improvements, and 
integrated water system improvements. 
 

How were these needs determined? 
These community development needs for the state of Montana were determined based on responses to 
the 2020 Montana Housing and Community Development Survey and stakeholder input during a focus 
group discussion. 
 

Describe the juriǎŘƛŎǘƛƻƴΩǎ ƴŜŜŘ ŦƻǊ tǳōƭƛŎ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜǎΥ 
The 2020 Housing and Community Development Survey asked participants which human and public 
services are the highest priority. Two hundred and thirty-two participants responded, identifying five 
priority services each and ranking them from 1 to 5 with 1 being the highest priority. Responses indicate 
mental health and chemical dependency services, childcare services, and transportation services are the 
highest priorities (Appendix B). Responses also indicate, based on total priority rankings, that childcare 
services, mental health and chemical dependency services, youth services, transportation services, and 
healthcare services are among the top five priority services needed (Table NA-18).  
 
Table NA-18 ς Need for Human and Public Services 

Services 
1 

(Highest 
Priority) 

2 3 4 
5 

(Lowest 
Priority) 

Total 
Priority 

Rankings 
1-5 

Childcare services 44 35 32 26 22 159 

Mental health and chemical 
dependency services 

69 34 20 19 15 157 

Youth services 21 23 30 39 26 139 

Transportation services 23 20 30 31 22 126 

Healthcare services 23 29 23 20 25 120 
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Services 
1 

(Highest 
Priority) 

2 3 4 
5 

(Lowest 
Priority) 

Total 
Priority 

Rankings 
1-5 

Senior services 13 23 31 28 23 118 

Employment services 12 23 22 14 17 88 

Tenant/landlord counseling 5 11 10 12 15 53 

Fair housing education and activities 4 7 7 9 16 43 

Homebuyer education 6 9 5 12 6 38 

Health education and activities (e.g., 
mitigation of lead-based paint, radon, 
and asbestos hazards) 

6 4 8 5 14 37 

Crime awareness education and 
activities 

3 9 7 5 13 37 

Other (specify below)*  2 1 0 0 2 5 
Data Source: 2020 Montana Housing and Community Development Survey 
 
*Other priorities, based on survey responses, include self-reliance and self-development services, 
independent living services, tenant and landlord supports, and emergency services. 
 

How were these needs determined? 
These community development needs for the state of Montana were determined based on responses to 

the 2020 Montana Housing and Community Development Survey and stakeholder input during a focus 

group discussion.  
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Housing Market Analysis 

MA-05 Overview 

Housing Market Analysis Overview: 
aƻƴǘŀƴŀ ƛǎ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀΩǎ ŦƻǳǊǘƘ ƭŀǊƎŜǎǘ ǎǘŀǘŜΣ ŜƴŎƻƳǇŀǎǎƛƴƎ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ мптΣллл ǎǉǳŀǊŜ ƳƛƭŜǎΤ this equates 
to 607 square miles more than Maine, South Carolina, West Virginia, Maryland, Hawaii, Massachusetts, 
Vermont, New Hampshire, and Delaware combined. Montana is also home to seven federally 
recognized and one state-recognized Tribal Nations that are located across the state. Due to this 
immense geography, the housing market differs throughout Montana. 
 
According to the Bureau of Business and Economic Research at the University of Montana, affordable 
housing is an increasingly difficult problem for communitiesτboth large and smallτacross the state. 27 
Their 2020 report, Affordable Housing in Montana, concluded that Montana has relatively little 
affordable housing that are available for low-income households, and much of the existing affordable 
housing inventory is aging and needing rehabilitation. As a result, many low-income households are 
being priced out of housing markets where they cannot afford to rent or buy. 
 
According to the National Low Income Housing Coalition, 32,774 or 24% of renter households in 
Montana are extremely low income, yet there is a shortage of 17,697 housing units that are available to 
extremely low income renters. 28 Lƴ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴΣ уф҈ ƻŦ ŜȄǘǊŜƳŜƭȅ ƭƻǿ ƛƴŎƻƳŜ ǊŜƴǘŜǊǎ ŀǊŜ άŎƻǎǘ ōǳǊŘŜƴŜŘΣέ 
meaning that they spend more than 30% of their income on housing costs and utilities, and 68% of 
ŜȄǘǊŜƳŜƭȅ ƭƻǿ ƛƴŎƻƳŜ ǊŜƴǘŜǊǎ ŀǊŜ άŜȄǘǊŜƳŜƭȅ Ŏƻǎǘ ōǳǊŘŜƴŜŘΣέ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ǎǇŜƴŘ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ рл҈ 
of their income on housing costs and utilities. These housing cost burdens extend to very low income 
and low-income renters as well; 62% of very low-ƛƴŎƻƳŜ ǊŜƴǘŜǊǎ ŀǊŜ άŎƻǎǘ ōǳǊŘŜƴŜŘέ ŀƴŘ мт҈ ŀǊŜ 
άŜȄǘǊŜƳŜƭȅ Ŏƻǎǘ ōǳǊŘŜƴŜŘΣέ ǿƘƛƭŜ нп҈ ƻŦ ƭƻǿ-ƛƴŎƻƳŜ ǊŜƴǘŜǊǎ ŀǊŜ άŎƻǎǘ ōǳǊŘŜƴŜŘέ ŀƴŘ п҈ ŀǊŜ 
άŜȄǘǊŜƳŜƭȅ Ŏƻǎǘ ōǳǊŘŜƴŜŘΦέ Cost burdened households are more like than other renters to sacrifice 
other necessities like healthy food and healthcare to pay the rent, and to experience unstable housing 
situations like evictions.  
 
The COVID-19 pandemic has exacerbated issues relating to housing availability and affordability. Many 
homeowners and renters from more populous states have seen Montana as an advantageous place to 
be. As a result, the price of homes and apartments for sale have dramatically increased, along with the 
price of homes and apartments for rent. The housing impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic have 
outstripped the ability of the market to provide rental rates that low-income families, seniors, and 
individuals with disabilities can afford. 
 

MA-10 Number of Housing Units ς 91.310(a) 

Introduction 
The following provides information about the housing market, the supply and demand for housing over 
time, building permit data and related price information for both rental properties and homeownership 
opportunities in Montana. 
 

 
27 Affordable Housing in Montana, Bureau of Business and Economic Research, University of Montana, December 
2020. http://www.bber.umt.edu/pubs/econ/AffordableHousing2020.pdf  
28 https://nlihc.org/housing-needs-by-state/montana  

http://www.bber.umt.edu/pubs/econ/AffordableHousing2020.pdf
https://nlihc.org/housing-needs-by-state/montana
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All residential properties by number of units 
 
Table 30 ς Residential Properties by Unit Number 

Property Type Number % 

1-unit detached structure 347,540 69.4% 

1-unit, attached structure 16,978 3.4% 

2-4 units 38,416 7.7% 

5-19 units 25,215 5.0% 

20 or more units 17,290 3.5% 

Mobile Home, boat, RV, van, etc. 55,660 11.1% 

Total 501,099 100.0% 
Data Source: 2017 5-Year ACS Data 

 

Unit Size by Tenure 
 
Table 31 ς Unit Size by Tenure 

Unit Size 
Owners Renters 

Number % Number % 

No bedroom 1,385 0.5% 7,393 5.4% 

1 bedroom 9,303 3.3% 29,209 21.5% 

2 bedrooms 59,917 21.1% 51,586 38.0% 

3 or more bedrooms 213,563 75.2% 47,619 35.1% 

Total 284,168 100.0% 135,807 100.0% 
Data Source: 2017 5-Year ACS Data 

 

Describe the number and targeting (income level/type of family served) of units assisted with 
federal, state, and local programs. 
A number of programs help address the housing needs in Montana: 
ω CDBG, 
ω HOME, 

¶ HTF, 
ω Housing Tax Credit Program, 
ω Multifamily Coal Trust Homes Program 

¶ HCV Program, 
ω HUD-VASH, 
ω Section 811 Supportive Housing for Persons with Disabilities, 
ω Mainstream Voucher Assistance 

¶ Moderate Rehabilitation Program 

¶ ESG and Rapid Re-Housing, 
ω Native American Housing Assistance and Self-Determination Act Program, 

¶ Section 184 Indian Home Loan Guarantee Program 
ω U.S. Department of Agriculture Rural Development (USDA-RD), 
ω Montana Veterans Home Loan Program, 
ω Montana Housing Loan and Down Payment Assistance Programs, and 
ω Habitat for Humanity. 

 
CDBG serves income-qualified households of low to moderate income (at or below 80% of AMI) through 
housing, economic development and community development activities.  
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HOME serves income-qualified households of low income (at or below 80% AMI) with further targeting 
of households with very low incomes (at or below 50% AMI) through housing activities. This assistance 
provides funding for down payment and closing cost assistance for first time homebuyers, acquisition 
and/or rehabilitation of existing multifamily rental units, new construction of multifamily or single-
family housing in partnership with local governments who work with Community Housing Development 
Organizations (CHDOs) and various nonprofit organizations. Rent and home purchase prices are limited 
by HUD-issued HOME rents for multifamily properties receiving HOME financing and by HUD-issued 
purchase price limits for homebuyers receiving HOME down payment and closing cost assistance. 
Similarly, HUD annually publishes subsidy limits that determine the maximum amount of HOME funds 
that can be invested in each home assisted by the program. Properties or homebuyer programs that 
receive HOME assistance are subject to 5- to 20-year periods of affordability during which ongoing 
compliance with HOME regulations is required.  
 
HTF serves income-qualified household of extremely low income (at or below 30% AMI) through 
construction or rehabilitation of multifamily properties. Like HOME, HUD determines maximum rents for 
HTF-assisted units as well as per-unit subsidy that can be provided. Properties that receive HTF 
assistance are subject to 30-year periods of affordability during which ongoing compliance with HOME 
regulations is required.  
 
Housing Tax Credit Program ŀƭƭƻŎŀǘŜǎ aƻƴǘŀƴŀΩǎ ǎƘŀǊŜ ƻŦ ŦŜŘŜǊŀƭ Low-Income Housing Tax Credits, 
which provides funding for multifamily housing development. The housing tax credit is available under 
Section 42 of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 and is overseen by MH. Properties assisted with HTC 
funds must meet the MH affordability compliance period, consisting of the initial 15-year compliance 
period, plus at least an additional 15 years. The credit is a federal income tax credit for owners of 
qualifying rental housing which meets low-income occupancy and rent limitation requirements. 
Household income limitations are determined based on the areaΩs median gross income as determined 
by HUD. Depending upon the IRS election of a minimum set-aside, the buildings constructed with HTC 
assistance must have either a) at least 20% of the total units in the property must be rent restricted and 
occupied by eligible tenants at or below 50% of area median gross income, or b) at least 40% of the total 
units in the property must be rent restricted and occupied by eligible tenants at or below 60% of area 
median gross income. 
 
Multifamily Coal Trust Homes Programs makes available $15 million of Coal Tax Trust Fund dollars to 
develop affordable rental homes by providing developers with low-interest rate loans; it is a result of 
House Bill 16 that was passed during the 2019 legislative session. Multifamily Coal Trust loans can be 
used for projects such as new construction, acquisition and/or rehabilitation of existing multifamily 
rental homes, acquisition of land for multifamily rental homes and land trusts, and mobile or 
manufactured homes. Eligible applicants include non-profits, for-profits, or government entities.  
 
Housing Choice Voucher (HCV) Program provides assistance to income-qualified renters at or below 
50% of area median income. Under the HCV Program, a renter finds a suitable home and receives a 
voucher that pays a rent subsidy equal to the difference between the rent charged by the property 
owner (with some limitations based on HUD voucher payment standards and HCV program regulations) 
ŀƴŘ ол҈ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƴǘŜǊΩǎ adjusted gross income. In addition, there is a portfolio of Project Based Section 8 
properties in Montana. At those properties, all residents pay 30% of their income toward rent, while 
HUD pays the remaining portion of the rent to the property owner through a contract managed by MH 
within Commerce. 
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Veterans Affairs Supportive Housing Program (HUD-VASH) combines HUD housing vouchers with U.S. 
Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) supportive services to help veterans who are homeless and their 
families find and sustain permanent housing. Veterans must be VA health care eligible and meet the 
McKinney Act definition of homelessness to participate in the program. The VA makes this 
determination. Income qualifications generally follow the HCV Program, serving income-qualified 
veteran households at or below 50% of area median income with veterans paying 35% of adjusted gross 
income for rent.  
 
Section 811 Program subsidizes rental housing with supportive services for very low- and extremely low- 
income adults with disabilities, allowing persons with disabilities to live as independently as possible in 
the community. Section 811 provides project-based rental assistance (PBRA) to state housing agencies, 
which can be applied to new or existing multifamily housing complexes funded through different 
sources, such as Federal Low-Income Housing Tax Credits, Federal HOME funds, and other state, 
Federal, and local programs. At the time of admission, at least one person in a household considered for 
a unit receiving 811 PBRA rental subsidies must be non-elderly (18-61 years of age), disabled, and 
receiving or be eligible to receive Medicaid and services and supports provided through DPHHS. 
Individuals must have extremely low incomes at or below 30% AMI and be in the DPHHS caseload. 
 
The Mainstream Voucher Assistance helps non-elderly persons with disabilities, allowing participants to 
ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘƛǾŜ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ǿƘƛƭŜ ǇŀȅƛƴƎ ол҈ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǳǎŜƘƻƭŘΩǎ ŀŘƧǳǎǘŜŘ ƎǊƻǎǎ ƛƴŎƻƳŜ ŦƻǊ ǊŜƴǘΦ 
The program is open to persons aged 18-61 with disabilities who meet at least one homeless preference 
as defined by HUD. Aside from serving a special population, Mainstream vouchers are administered 
using the same rules as other HCV. 
 
The Moderate Rehabilitation Program provides project-based rental assistance for households with 
incomes at or below 50% of ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀ ƳŜŘƛŀƴ ƛƴŎƻƳŜΦ tŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀƴǘǎ Ǉŀȅ ол҈ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǳǎŜƘƻƭŘΩǎ ŀŘƧǳǎǘŜŘ 
gross income toward rent. Properties in the Moderate Rehabilitation Program maintain a contract with 
Commerce that is renewed annually.  
 
Emergency Solutions Grant and Rapid Re-Housing assists homeless households move as quickly as 
possible into permanent housing and achieve stability in that housing. Homelessness prevention services 
are available to at-risk individuals. Individuals or families at or below 30% of AMI who lack a stable and 
adequate nighttime residence may be eligible, particularly if they do not have sufficient resources or 
support to prevent them from moving to an emergency shelter. 
 
The Native American Housing Assistance and Self-Determination Act Program provides federal funds 
directly from the Indian Housing Block grant to Montana tribes to use for income-eligible tribal member 
households. Income eligibility is calculated according to a process set by HUD. Uses of the funds are 
determined by the Tribe in coordination with the Indian Housing Block grant program. 
 
The Section 184 Indian Home Loan Guarantee Program is a home mortgage product specifically 
designed for American Indian families, tribes, or tribally designated housing entities. With Section 184 
financing, borrowers can get into a home with a low down payment and flexible underwriting. Section 
184 loans can be used, both on and off native lands, for constructing, rehabilitating, purchasing, or 
refinancing a home. 
 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture Rural Development (USDA-RD) offers a variety of programs to build 
or improve housing in rural areas, provide direct loans or loan guarantees to help low- and moderate-
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income rural Americans buy safe, affordable housing in rural areas. USDA-RD also offers loans and 
grants to help rural residents make health and safety repairs to homes. USDA-RDΩǎ aǳƭǘƛ-Family Housing 
Programs offer loans to provide affordable rental housing for very low, low-and-moderate income 
residents, the elderly, and persons with disabilities, as well as rental assistance to help eligible rural 
residents with their monthly rental costs. 
 
The Montana VeteransΩ Home Loan Program provides 30-year fixed first mortgage funds to Montana 
residents who are serving or have served in the military through the federal armed services and the 
Montana National Guard, for the purchase of their first home. The mortgage interest rate is 1% lower 
than the Montana Housing regular bond program rate or the Fannie Mae 60-day lock rate, whichever is 
lower. There is no income or asset limits for qualified Veteran borrowers.  
 
Montana Housing Loan and Down Payment Assistance Programs assist qualified individuals with low-
interest loans, down payments, and closing costs, reducing the amount of up-front cash needed to 
purchase a home. The Regular Bond Program is a 30-year, low-interest rate loan for first-time 
homebuyers; this program is limited to homebuyers with income and purchase price below the posted 
limits. The Bond Advantage Down Payment Assistance Program provides up to $10,000 for down 
payment and closing cost assistance. The MBOH Plus 0% Deferred Down Payment Assistance Program 
provides up to $6,500 for down payment and closing cost assistance; for this program, the income limit 
is $55,000. The 80% Combined Program provides homebuyers who are eligible for MH financing with an 
alternative to an FHA-insured loan, eliminating the need for mortgage insurance. Finally, the Mortgage 
Credit Certificate is a dollar-for-dollar tax credit that reduces the amount of federal income tax paid by a 
first-time homebuyer.  
 
Habitat for Humanity has a number of locally run affiliates of Habitat for Humanity International, a 
nonprofit, housing organization. Habitat for Humanity works in partnership with qualified families to 
build and renovate decent, affordable housing. The houses then are sold to the families at no profit and 
with no interest charged. Volunteers provide most of the labor, and individual and corporate donors 
provide money and materials to build Habitat houses. Partner families themselves invest hundreds of 
hours of laborτάǎǿŜŀǘ Ŝǉǳƛǘȅέτinto building their homes and the homes of others. Their mortgage 
payments go into a revolving Fund for Humanity that is used to build more houses. 
 
In addition, there are a number of Montana Community Action Agency programs and local nonprofits 
that help residents facing a short-term crisis and provide assistance to help households obtain funds for 
paying rent. 
 

Provide an assessment of units expected to be lost from the affordable housing inventory for any 
reason, such as expiration of Section 8 contracts. 
In Montana, there are 4,310 apartments with Section 8 contracts that provide critical rental subsidy to 
residents with very low incomes. In the next 10 years, 44% or 1,896 units have contracts that are set to 
expire. In addition, there are 1,737 units in Montana with USDA-RD rental assistance, and 20% of those 
are at risk of losing subsidy within the next 10 years.29 
 

 
29 Affordable Housing in Montana, Bureau of Business and Economic Research, University of Montana, December 
2020. http://www.bber.umt.edu/pubs/econ/AffordableHousing2020.pdf 

http://www.bber.umt.edu/pubs/econ/AffordableHousing2020.pdf
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Does the availability of housing units meet the needs of the population? 
Montana has a high demand for renting and owning housing units. This is demonstrated by the 1.4% 
homeowner vacancy rate and the 6.3% rental vacancy rate, as compared to the national homeowner 
vacancy rate of 1.0% and the national rental vacancy rate of 6.5%.30 
 

Describe the need for specific types of housing: 
The 2019 Montana PIT Homeless Survey counted 1,357 homeless persons in Montana. Local 
governments and private organizations continue to request funds to provide housing for the homeless 
or those at risk of becoming homeless as well as the need for housing with supportive services or 
temporary, transitional housing. Montana has high demand for housing is demonstrated by the 1.4% 
homeowner vacancy rate and 6.3% rental vacancy rate. This compares with the national homeowner 
vacancy rate of 1.0% and rental vacancy rate of 6.5%. Increasing cost burden, low vacancy rates, and 
competition for available units underscore the need for more affordable rental and homeownership 
developments across the state.  
 
Montana will promote equitable, affordable housing by expanding location and energy efficient housing 
choices for people of all ages, incomes, races, and ethnicities to increase mobility and lower the cost of 
housing. In addition, Montana will encourage activities to acquire and/or construct new affordable 
housing to buy or rent in areas where existing investment in infrastructure, facilities, and services 
leverages multiple economic, environmental, and community objectives. 
 
In 2005, the Census Bureau reported that Montana had 449,791 total housing units. Since that time, the 
Census Bureau has continued to release estimates of the total number of housing units in the state. The 
annual estimates of housing stock are presented in Table MA-1. By 2019, there were estimated to be 
519,935 housing units in Montana.  
 
Table MA-1 ς Housing Units Estimates 

Year Housing Units 

2005 449,791 

2006 458,002 

2007 465,868 

2008 473,401 

2009 479,025 

2010 483,006 

2011 484,148 

2012 484,809 

2013 485,771 

2014 491,515 

2015 494,222 

2016 497,749 

2017 510,408 

2018 515,161 

2019 519,935 
Data Source:  Census Data 2005-2019 

 

 
30 https://www.census.gov/housing/hvs/data/rates.html  

https://www.census.gov/housing/hvs/data/rates.html
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Type and Tenure 
Single-family homes, duplexes, triplexes or fourplexes, apartments, and mobile homes together 
accounted for over 99.8҈ ƻŦ aƻƴǘŀƴŀΩǎ ƘƻǳǎƛƴƎ ǎǘƻŎƪ ƛƴ нл15 and ффΦф҈ ƻŦ aƻƴǘŀƴŀΩǎ ƘƻǳǎƛƴƎ ǎǘƻŎƪ ƛƴ 
2019. Although this overall proportion did not change considerably between the 4 years, there were 
some minor changes in the composition of Montana housing stock. The share of housing units 
accounted for by mobile homes fell by around two percentage points and the share of triplexes, 
fourplexes, and apartments grew by around a percentage point. By 2017, 72.5% of all housing units in 
the state were single-family homes, 2.6% were duplexes, 5.2% were triplexes or fourplexes, 9.6% were 
apartment units, and 9.9% were mobile homes. Table MA-2 provides additional details of housing units 
by type. 
 
Table MA-2 ς Housing Units by Type 

Unit Type 
2010 5-Year ACS 2017 5-Year ACS 

Units % of Total Units % of Total 

Single-Family 339,245 71.9% 339,245 72.5% 

Duplex 16,136 3.4% 16,136 2.6% 

Triplex or Fourplex 20,934 4.4% 20,934 5.2% 

Apartment 39,894 8.5% 39,894 9.6% 

Mobile Home 55,137 11.7% 55,137 9.9% 

Boat, RV, Van, Etc. 377 0.1% 377 0.1% 

Total 471,723 100.0% 471,723 100.0% 
Data Source:  2010 and 2017 5-Year ACS Data 

 
To further explain the types of properties in Montana Table MA-3 breaks down the structure types of all 
housing. The majority of housing in Montana are 1-unit detached structures being 69.4% of all 
structures. The minority of housing in Montana are 1-unit attached structures being 3.4% of all 
structures. 
 
Table MA-3 ς Property Structure Types 

Property Type Number Percent 

1-Unit detached structure 347,540 69.4% 

1-Unit attached structure 16,978 3.4% 

2-4 units 38,416 7.7% 

5-19 units 25,215 5.0% 

20 or more units 17,290 3.5% 

Mobile Home, boat, RV, van, etc. 55,660 11.1% 

Total 501,099 100.0% 
Data Source:  2017 5-Year ACS Data  

 
Over 25,000 housing units were added to the Montana housing market between the 2010 Census and 
2017 ACS, as seen in Table MA-4. Within occupied housing units, the proportion of renter-occupied 
units grew and the proportion of owner-occupied grew between 2010 and 2017. The number of vacant 
housing units also increased by 10.8%. 
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Table MA-4 ς Housing Units by Tenure 

Tenure 
2010 Census 2017 5-Year ACS 

% Change 
Units % of Total Units % of Total 

Occupied Housing 
Units 

409,607 84.8% 419,975 83.8% 2.5% 

 Owner-Occupied 278,418 57.7% 284,168 56.7% 2.1% 

 Renter-Occupied 131,189 27.2% 135,807 27.1% 3.5% 

Vacant Housing Units 73,218 15.2% 81,124 16.2% 10.8% 

Total Housing Units 482,825 100.0% 501,099 100.0% 3.8% 
Data Source:  2010 Census Data; 2017 5-Year ACS Data 

 
The Census Bureau estimates homeownership rates annually. These data on homeownership rates are 
presented in Figure 1. This figure compares homeownership rates for Montana and the United States 
from 1986 through 2018 and shows that Montana had consistently higher homeownership rates, with 
the exception of 2007, over this time as compared to national figures. While homeownership rates are 
lower in Montana in more recent years than in the mid-1990s and early 2000s, they remain higher than 
rates in the 1980s. 
 
Figure 1 ς Homeownership Rates 

 
 

Montana Assessor Data 
The following section will explore 2019 assessor data for the state of Montana as drawn by the Montana 
Department of Revenue (DOR) in order to evaluate the condition of housing units throughout the state. 
According to the2019 ACS, there were 519,935 housing units in the state of Montana. The assessor data 
ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ƭƛƪŜƭȅ ǘƻ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ƘƻǳǎƛƴƎ ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ ƻƴ aƻƴǘŀƴŀΩǎ ¢Ǌƛōŀƭ wŜǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴs or Reservation Trust Lands, 
which according to the 2010 Census included 28,220 units. When Tribal housing is included, the total 
comprises some 548,155 housing units in 2019.  
 
Data presented includes information on structure types, foundations, number of bedrooms, year built, 
and other characterizing information. It also includes information on the quality of materials and 
workmanship used in the original construction of the dwellings as demonstrated by grade. This 
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information provides ŀ ƘƻƭƛǎǘƛŎ ƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ aƻƴǘŀƴŀΩǎ ƘƻǳǎƛƴƎ ǎǘƻŎƪΣ ŜƴŀōƭƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ State to identify 
rehabilitation and redevelopment opportunities. 
 

Residential Property Class Dwellings 
The following section presents information about the residential property class, including housing 
characteristics and conditions of the dwellings. According to Montana assessor data, there are a total of 
429,724 residential dwelling units in Montana as of 2019. Table MA-5 shows the residential units by 
year built. Around 29% of all units were built before 1960, with single-family units comprising 98.8% of 
these older units. Additionally, the data shows there are 227,369 units that were built before 1980. 
 
Table MA-5 ς Residential Dwellings ς Construction Era/Year 

Year Built Condominium /Townhouse Mobile Home Single-Family Total 

1959 and Earlier 657 768 124,965 126,390 

1960-1969 1472 5,632 25,159 32,263 

1970-1979 2,664 24,006 42,046 68,716 

1980-1989 3,248 9,804 27,254 40,306 

1990-1999 4,508 14,018 38,054 56,580 

2000-2009 9,915 8,139 48,999 67,053 

2010-2017 4,314 3,207 26,553 34,074 

2018 707 129 3,497 4,333 

2019 0 7 2 9 

Total 27,485 65,710 336,529 429,724 
Data Source:  MT DOR TY 2019  

 
Table MA-6 shows the residential dwellings by number of bedrooms and construction year. The data 
indicates that three-bedroom dwellings are the most common for all residential dwellings in Montana, 
accounting for 44.3% of all dwellings. Residential dwellings built in the 1990s and 2000s tended to have 
three bedrooms, accounting for over half of all dwellings built during those two decades. 
 
Table MA-6 ς Residential Dwellings ς Number of Bedrooms by Construction Era/Year 

Year Built 
None/ 
Studio 

1 Bdrms 2 Bdrms 3 Bdrms 4 Bdrms 5 Bdrms 
6+ 

Bdrms 
Total 

1959 and Earlier 1,451 13,796 43,284 42,215 19,513 4,921 1,210 126,390 

1960-1969 370 1,675 8,666 12,993 6,176 2,015 368 32,263 

1970-1979 520 2,303 19,003 31,632 11,301 3,359 598 68,716 

1980-1989 333 1,909 9,911 19,818 6,450 1,555 330 40,306 

1990-1999 404 2,589 9,912 30,098 9,944 2,976 657 56,580 

2000-2009 601 3,775 10,778 33,974 12,344 4,405 1,176 67,053 

2010-2017 453 2,310 5,655 16,975 5,895 2,146 640 34,074 

2018 55 253 722 2,999 707 216 81 5,033 

2019 0 0 4 5 0 0 0 9 

Total 4,187 28,610 107,935 190,709 72,330 21,593 5,060 430,424 
Data Source:  MT DOR TY 2019 

 
Table MA-7 confirms that three-bedroom units are the most common for owner-occupied units, while 
two- bedroom units are the most common for renter-occupied units. 
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Table MA-7 ς Unit Size by Tenure 

Bedrooms 
Owners Renters 

Number % Number % 

No Bedrooms 1,385 0.5 7,393 5.4 

1-Bedroom 9,303 3.3 29,209 21.5 

2-Bedroom 59,917 21.1 51,586 38.0 

3+ Bedrooms 213,563 75.2 47,619 35.1 

Total 284,168 100 135,807 100 
Data Source:  MT DOR TY 2019 

 
Residential dwellings are presented by the number of full bathrooms and construction year. Table MA-8 
illustrates that most residential dwellings have one or two full bathrooms, accounting for 38.6% and 
45.8% of dwellings, respectively. Newer dwellings, particularly those built after 1980, tended to have 
two bathrooms over one, as evidenced by the fact that 62.4% of dwellings built in the 1990s, 60.2% of 
dwellings built in the 2000s, and 62.4% of dwellings built in the 2010s have two full bathrooms. 
Conversely, older dwellings tended to have fewer bathrooms, with 63.3% of dwellings built prior to 1960 
having only one full bathroom. 
 
Table MA-8 ς Residential Dwellings ς Number of Full Bathrooms by Construction Era/Year 

Year Built  None 1 Bath 2 Baths 3 Baths 4 Baths 5 Baths 6+ Baths Total 

1959 and Earlier 4,353 82,033 31,922 3,199 352 54 37 129,456 

1960-1969 1,555  16,711   11,737  2,115  120  19  6   32,263  

1970-1979 1,112  32,458   28,478  6,250  353  42  23   68,716 

1980-1989 713 13,354   21,144  4,585  413  65  32 40,306  

1990-1999 664 8,584  35,311   10,670  1,088  187  76 56,580  

2000-2009 820 8,220 40,351  14,641  2,266  484  271 67,053  

2010-2017 625 4,198 21,256   6,545  988  279  183 34,074  

2018 45  503  2,815   778  124  40  28  4,333  

2019 0  3   6 0 0 0 0 9  

Total 9,887  166,064 196,600   49,545   5,778   1,191  659  429,724  
Data Source:  MT DOR TY 2019 

 
Similarly, Table MA-9 presents the number of half bathrooms for each dwelling by construction year. 
78.4% of dwellings have no half bathrooms and 20.7% of dwellings have one half bathroom. 
 
Table MA-9 ς Residential Dwellings ς Number of Half Bathrooms by Construction Era/Year 

Year Built None 1 Bath 2 Bath 3 Bath 4 Bath 5 Bath 6+ Baths Total 

1959 and Earlier 109,688 16,247 429 18 4 4 0 126,390 

1960-1969 25,154 6,887 216 5 1 0 0 32,263 

1970-1979 52,097 16,105 488 24 1 1 0 68,716 

1980-1989 30,861 9,089 338 15 1 1 1 40,306 

1990-1999 44,010 12,042 461 49 7 3 8 56,580 

2000-2009 47,910 18,125 899 84 18 11 6 67,053 

2010-2017 24,426 9,110 469 54 9 4 2 34,074 

2018 2,932 1,333 64 3 0 1 0 4,333 

2019 9 0 0 0 0 0 0 9 

Total 337,087 88,938 3,364 252 41 25 17 429,724 
Data Source:  MT DOR TY 2019 
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Table MA-10 presents data on residential dwellings. Data in this table have not been updated since the 
ǎǳōƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ aƻƴǘŀƴŀΩǎ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎ /ƻƴǎƻƭƛŘŀǘŜŘ tƭŀƴ όнлмр-2019) because more current data are not 
available.  
 
Table MA-10 demonstrates the total square footage of residential dwellings by construction year and 
includes basements, first, second, and additional floors, attics and unfinished areas. Most dwellings in 
Montana, as demonstrated by the data below, are between 1,001 and 2,000 square feet. The data 
shows that a majority of units with 1,000 square feet or less were built before 1980, with those 
dwellings accounting for 76.5% of dwellings under 1,000 square feet. Dwellings with 3,000 to 5,000 
square feet were most prominent in the 2000s, with dwellings built in the 2000s accounting for 31.3% of 
dwellings with that square footage. 
 
Table MA-10 ς Residential Dwellings ς Total Square Feet by Construction Era/Year 

Year Built 
1,000 or 

Less 
1,001-
2,000 

2,001-
3,000 

3,001-
4,000 

4,001-
5,000 

Over 
5,000 

Total 

1959 and Earlier 30,694 60,227 31,695 5,362 1,073 405 129,456 

1960-1969 9,144 9,509 12,138 2,457 419 117 33,784 

1970-1979 22,600 20,863 20,726 5,722 1,138 326 71,375 

1980-1989 7,449 16,856 10,820 4,048 1,074 449 40,696 

1990-1999 5,322 24,852 14,499 8,058 2,533 1,280 56,544 

2000-2009 5,624 25,933 17,168 10,775 4,414 2,590 66,504 

2010 411 1,347 782 520 202 131 3,393 

2011 348 1,095 662 498 183 104 2,890 

2012 12 61 4 5 2 0 84 

Total 81,604 160,743 108,494 37,445 11,038 5,402 404,726 

Includes basement, first, second, additional floors, half, attic and unfinished area footage. 
Data Source:  MT DOR 2012 

 
Table MA-11 shows the heated area of residential dwelling by construction date. Much of the data for 
these residential dwellings is not available. However, of the data that is presented, most dwellings have 
between 1,001 and 2,000 square feet of heated area. 
 
Table MA-11 ς Residential Dwellings ς Heated Area by Construction Era/Year 

Year Built 
1,000 or 

Less 
1,001-
2,000 

2,001-
3,000 

3,001-
4,000 

4,001-
5,000 

Over 
5,000 

Data Not 
Available 

Total 

1959 and Earlier  8,177   12,315  2,580  524   121   48   102,625   126,390  

1960-1969 1,924   3,959  1,349   259   52   16   24,704   32,263  

1970-1979 3,675   8,844   3,885   823   158   56   51,275   68,716  

1980-1989 1,235  5,236   2,742   797   199   75   30,022   40,306  

1990-1999  549   4,711   3,109   1,541   519   381   45,770   56,580  

2000-2009  509   3,534   2,759   1,846   935   839   56,631   67,053  

2010-2017  189   1,209   868   574   294   347   30,593   34,074  

2018  5   49   57   50   29   53   4,090   4,333  

2019 0  1  0 0 0 0  8   9  

Total  16,263   39,858   17,349   6,414   2,307   1,815   345,718   429,724  
Data Source:  MT DOR TY 2019 

 
CDU is defined by the Montana Appraisal Manual as a composite rating of the overall condition, 
desirability, and usefulness (CDU) of a structure. Table MA-12 ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘǎ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘƛŀƭ ŘǿŜƭƭƛƴƎǎΩ CDU by 
structure type. Most residential dwellings were rated as fair or above. Mobile homes were more 
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susceptible for low ratings of unsound, very poor or poor, with mobile homes accounting for 31.5% of 
dwellings with these three ratings, while comprising only 15.3% of all dwellings in this data. 
 
Table MA-12 - Residential Dwellings ς Condition (CDU) by Structure Type 

Condition (CDU) Condominium/Townhouse Mobile Home Single-Family Total Percent of Total 

Unsound  805   1,183   2,889   4,877  1.1% 

Very Poor  15   1,516   4,438   5,969  1.4% 

Poor  89   6,056   10,777   16,922  3.9% 

Fair  791   17,959   40,087   58,837  13.7% 

Average  7,506   26,056   140,083   173,645  40.4% 

Good  11,635   11,125   99,815   122,575  28.5% 

Very Good  4,746   1,385   29,747   35,878  8.3% 

Excellent  1,898   419   8,693   11,010  2.6% 

Total  27,485   65,710   336,529   429,724  100.0% 
Data Source:  MT DOR TY 2019 

 
Table MA-13 presents data on residential dwellings by building style and structure type. 40.0% of single-
family dwellings were classified as conventional, followed by 30.5% of single-family dwellings were 
classified as ranch. 
 
Table MA-13 ς Residential Dwellings ς Building Style by Structure Type  

Building Style Condominium/Townhouse Mobile Home Single-Family Total 

A-Frame 0 0  728   728 

Bi-Level 13  0  13,679   13,692 

Bungalow 0 0  9,152   9,152  

Condominium 19,632  0  57   19,689  

Conventional  94  0  134,844   134,938  

Early American 0 0  660   660  

Earth Shelter 0 0  393   393  

Foursquare 0 0  96   96  

Log  4  0  20,329   20,333  

Mobile Home 0 65,710    65,710  

Modern 0 0  3,781   3,781  

Old Style  1  0  32,124   32,125  

Other  1  0  4,077   4,078  

Ranch  38  0  102,561   102,599  

Shotgun 0 0  410   410  

Split Level 0 0  12,183   12,183  

Townhome 7,702  0  115   7,817  

Traditional 0 0  1,340   1,340  

Total 27,485  65,710   336,529   429,724  
Data Source:  MT DOR TY 2019 

 
Table MA-14 shows the foundation type by year built of residential dwellings. 82.2% of dwellings had a 
concrete foundation. The next most common foundation type was pier, with 7.7% of dwellings. There 
were 26,281 dwellings that were classified as having no foundation. 
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Table MA-14 ς Residential Dwellings ς Year Built by Foundation Type  
Year Built Block Concrete None Other Pier Slab Stone Wood Total 

1959 and Earlier  1,254   115,904   1,306   91   4,661   1,163  1,745   266  126,390  

1960-1969  353   25,693   2,537   10   3,212   398  29   31   32,263  

1970-1979  1,023   45,042   10,652   37  11,181   622   39   120   68,716  

1980-1989  600   29,392   4,069   27   5,040   787   26   365   40,306  

1990-1999  1,145   44,636   4,398   54   4,927   1,136   40   244   56,580  

2000-2009  419   59,748   2,152   61   2,351   2,176   23   123   67,053  

2010-2017  406   28,806   1,130   43   1,590   2,021   15   63  34,074  

2018  17   3,853   36   5   113   307    2   4,333  

2019  2   2   1 0  4  0 0 0  9  

Total  5,219   353,076   26,281   328  33,079   8,610   1,917   1,214  429,724  
Data Source:  MT DOR TY 2019 

 
Most dwellings without foundations were mobile homes, as seen in Table MA-15, and mobile homes 
were more likely to have no foundation than other foundation types. The most common foundation 
type for condominiums/townhouses and single-family dwellings was concrete. 
 
Table MA-15 ς Residential Dwellings ς Foundation by Structure Type  

Foundation Type Condominium /Townhouse Mobile Home Single-Family Total 

Block 35  2,209  2,975  5,219  

Concrete 26,028  15,123 311,925  353,076  

None 104  24,660  1,517  26,281  

Other  132  196 328  

Pier 21  23,017  10,041  33,079  

Slab 1,279  452  6,879  8,610  

Stone 5  7 1,905  1,917  

Wood 13  110  1,091  1,214  

Total 27,485  65,710  336,529  429,724  
Data Source:  MT DOR TY 2019 

 
Data was also collected regarding the presence of a basement. This data is presented in Table MA-16, by 
structure type. The data showed that 39.4% of dwellings have a full basement, with single-family homes 
accounting for 94.2% of dwellings with full basements. It was most common to have no basement, with 
44.9% of dwellings having none. Over half of condominiums/townhouses had no basement, and more 
than nine out of ten mobile homes had no basement. 
 
Table MA-16 ς Residential Dwellings ς Presence of Basement by Structure Type  

Basement Type Condominium/Townhouse Mobile Home Single-Family Total 

None 16,184 60,219 116,348 192,751 

Crawl Space 3,187 2,981 23,850 30,018 

Partial 554 300 36,703 37,557 

Full 7,560 2,210 159,628 169,398 

Total 27,485 65,710 336,529 429,724 
Data Source:  MT DOR TY 2019 

 
Table MA-17 presents data regarding exterior wall construction by structure type. The data indicates 
that 91.8% of single-family dwellings, and 95.5% of condominiums/townhouses had frame exterior wall 
construction. The next most common exterior wall construction for single-family dwellings was log, and 
for condominiums/townhouses is masonry. 
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Table MA-17 ς Residential Dwellings ς Exterior Wall Construction by Structure Type  
Exterior Wall Construction Condominium/Townhouse Mobile Home Single-Family Total 

Frame 26,250  0 308,772  335,022 

Frame and Masonry 605  0 3,673  4,278 

Log 135  0 21,132  21,267 

Masonry 495  0 2,952  3,447 

Mobile Home 0 65,710  0 65,710  

Total 27,485  65,710  336,529  429,724  
Data Source:  MT DOR TY 2019 

 
Table MA-18 depicts residential dwelling grade by structure type. Cheap and poor grades only represent 
1.5% of the total dwellings in this data, and single-family dwellings account for 93.9% of dwellings with 
these two grades. Low cost and fair grades comprise 28.3% of dwellings, and single-family dwellings 
comprise 77.2% of dwellings with those grades. Mobile homes comprise 21.7% of dwellings with low 
cost or fair grades, while comprising only 15.3% of the total dwelling units. Condominiums/townhouses 
were most likely to have an average grade, with 53.0% of condominiums/townhouses having an average 
grade. 
 
Table MA-18 ς Residential Dwellings ς Grade by Structure Type  

Grade Condominium/Townhouse Mobile Home Single-Family Total Percent of Total 

Cheap 1 387 1,607  1,995  0.5% 

Poor 2  4,445  4,447  1.0% 

Low Cost 46 26,382  22,233  48,661  11.3% 

Fair 1,326  2  71,610  72,938  17.0% 

Average 14,563  24,218  162,968  201,749  46.9% 

Good 7,568  14,136  56,013  77,717  18.1% 

Very Good 2,567   13,378  15,945  3.7% 

Excellent 977  585  2,942  4,504  1.0% 

Superior 336   1,091  1,427  0.3% 

Extraordinary 99   242  341  0.1% 

Total 27,485  65,710  336,529  429,724  100.0% 
Data Source:  MT DOR TY 2019 

 
Table MA-19 continues the discussion on grade, but by year built. According to this data, dwellings built 
before 1960 were most likely to have a fair or average grade, with 79.0% of dwellings built prior to 1960 
within these grades. Dwellings built since 1980 are most likely to have average or good ratings, with 
79.4% of dwelling built after 1980 having an average or good grade. 
 
Table MA-19 ς Residential Dwellings ς Year Built by Grade  

Year Built Cheap Poor 
Low 
Cost 

Fair Average Good 
Very 
Good 

Excellent Superior 
Extra-

ordinary 
Total 

1959 and 
Earlier 

1,037 2,818 16,559 48,633 51,238 5,231 744 115 12 3 126,390 

1960-1969 216 273 5,991 4,564 18,789 2,203 202 24 1  32,263 

1970-1979 253 325 19,265 6,888 34,219 7,033 655 75 3   68,716 

1980-1989 135 325 3,623 4,423 22,641 7,704 1,215 213 22 5  40,306 

1990-1999 109 277 1,386 3,536 27,824 18,883 3,377 1,007 158 23 56,580 

2000-2009 114 237 1,119 3,045 29,633 23,698 6,295 2,025 713 174 67,053 

2010-2017 114 178 672 1,693 15,550 11,345 3,012 907 476 127 34,074 
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Year Built Cheap Poor 
Low 
Cost 

Fair Average Good 
Very 
Good 

Excellent Superior 
Extra-

ordinary 
Total 

2018 17 14 46 155 1,854 1,614 445 137 42 9 4,333 

2019    1 1 6  1    9 

Total 1,995 4,447 48,661 72,938 201,749 77,717 15,945 4,504 1,427 341 429,724 
Data Source:  MT DOR TY 2019 

 
As seen in Table MA-20 wood siding/sheathing is the most common exterior wall construction for all 
dwellings, as well as being the most common for single-family dwellings and second most common 
condominiums/townhouses. The second most common exterior wall construction for single-family 
dwellings and most common for condominiums/townhouses was Masonite. The most common exterior 
wall construction for mobile homes was aluminum/vinyl, followed by wood siding/sheathing. 
 
Table MA-20 ς Residential Dwellings ς Exterior Wall Construction by Structure Type  

Exterior Wall Construction Condominium/Townhouse Mobile Home Single-Family Total 

Asbestos 30 54 10,174 10,258 

Aluminum/Vinyl 3,668 34,566 57,865 96,099 

Block 169 6 890 1,065 

Brick 780 8 6,177 6,965 

Masonite 11,785 14,056 83,946 109,787 

Other 500 661 24,839 26,000 

Shingle 78 56 10,317 10,451 

Stone 57 7 680 744 

Stucco 836 53 12,350 13,239 

Wood Siding/Sheathing 9,582 16,243 129,291 155,116 

Total 27,485 65,710 336,529 429,724 
Data Source:  MT DOR 2012 

 
Roof material is shown in Table MA-21 by structure type. Asphalt shingles were the most common roof 
material for all residential dwellings, accounting for 68.3%.  
 
Table MA-21 ς Residential Dwellings ς Roof Material by Structure Type  

Roof Material Condominium/ Townhouse Mobile Home Single-Family Total 

Asbestos 5 168 769 942 

Asphalt Shingles 22,749 31,390 239,514 293,653 

Composition Roll 262 4,413 8,837 13,512 

Copper  9 68 77 

Metal 908 29,127 60,252 90,287 

Other 598 109 961 1,668 

Slate 6 7 220 233 

Built up Tar and Gravel 838 267 3,126 4,231 

Tile 99 22 1,021 1,142 

Wood Shake 1,755 73 9,229 11,057 

Wood Shingle 265  125 12,532 12,922 

Total 27,485 65,710 336,529 429,724 
Data Source:  MT DOR TY 2019 

 
Table MA-22 presents effective year by grade for residential dwellings. According to the Montana 
Appraisal Manual, the effective year is assigned to a structure based upon its condition as of the 
effective evaluation and Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ƎǊŜŀǘŜǊ ƻǊ ƭŜǎǎ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜΩǎ ŀŎtual age. The highest number of 
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dwellings with a grade of cheap or poor had an effective year of 1939 and earlier. The highest number of 
dwellings with a grade of average and above had an effective year of 2000-2009. 
 
Table MA-22 ς Residential Dwellings ς Effective Year by Grade  
Effective 
Year 

Cheap Poor 
Low 
Cost 

Fair Average Good 
Very 
Good 

Excellent Superior 
Extra-

ordinary 
Total 

1939 and 
Earlier 

356 585 1,305 886 297 50 5 2   3,486 

1940-1949 168 452 1,497 1,490 311 17 1    3,936 

1950-1959 262 584 2,882 4,169 2,085 94 13   1 10,090 

1960-1969 318 794 8,049 13,669 7,534 420 28 2   30,814 

1970-1979 349 814 17,731 8,286 26,134 2,680 178 22 2  66,196 

1980-1989 187 463 11,729  9,072  58,714 9,415 962 138 6 3 100,689 

1990-1999 118 334 3,504 9,240  48,455 20,803 3,406 862 105 16 86,843 

2000-2009 111 232 1,229 4,110 39,121 29,277 7,488 2,229 674 143 84,614 

2010 or 
Later 

126 189 735 2,016 19,098 14,961 3,864 1,249 640 178 43,056 

Total 1,995 4,447 48,661 72,938 201,749 77,717 15,945 4,504 1,427 341 429,724 
Data Source:  MT DOR TY 2019 

 
Foundation type by effective year is shown in Table MA-23. Concrete foundations were the most likely 
foundation types for all effective years and accounted for 82.2% of foundation types. The second most 
common, pier foundations, were most common in dwellings with effective years between 1970 and 
1979. 
 
Table MA-23 ς Residential Dwellings ς Effective Year by Foundation Type  
Effective 
Year 

Block Concrete None Other Pier Slab Stone Wood Total 

1939 and 
Earlier 

28 2,733 143 5 429 36 95 17 3,486 

1940-1949 24 3,332 117 5 367 26 53 12 3,936 

1950-1959 86 8,464 368 12 897 106 130 27 10,090 

1960-1969 239 24,880 1,710 26 3,278 290 298 93 30,814 

1970-1979 990 47,905 5,735 51 10,255 727 404 129 66,196 

1980-1989 1,256 82,417 7,668 43 7,324 1,053 574 354 100,689 

1990-1999 1,414 72,052 5,441 62 5,841 1,437 255 341 86,843 

2000-2009 689 74,405 3,824 72 2,881 2,494 81 168 84,614 

2010 or 
Later 

493 36,888 1,275 52 1,807 2,441 27 73 43,056 

Total 5,219 353,076 26,281 328 33,079 8,610 1,917 1,214 429,724 
Data Source:  MT DOR TY 2019 

 
Table MA-24 presents data regarding residential dwelling structure type by effective year. The 
information provided shows dwellings with effective years prior to 1960 were overwhelmingly single-
family dwellings. Condominiums/townhouses with effective years in the 2000s were much more 
prevalent than preceding effective years. Mobile homes were most likely to have effective years in the 
1970s-1990s, accounting for 70.0% of all mobile homes. 
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Table MA-24 ς Residential Dwellings ς Effective Year by Structure Type  
Effective Year Condominium/Townhouse Mobile Home Single-Family Total 

1939 and Earlier 15  3,471 3,486 

1940-1949 1 8 3,927 3,936 

1950-1959 782 562 8,746 10,090 

1960-1969 358 3,901 26,555 30,814 

1970-1979 435 16,430 49,331 66,196 

1980-1989 3,274 14,975 82,440 100,689 

1990-1999 5,342 14,578 66,923 86,843 

2000-20019 11,593 10,933 62,088 84,614 

2010 or Later 5,685 4,323 33,048 43,056 

Total 27,485 65,710 336,529 429,724 
Data Source:  MT DOR TY 2019 

 
Table MA-25 presents CDU by grade. Looking at this data, dwellings that fall into the categories 
between cheap and low cost, and between unsound and poor, comprise 18,343 units and represent 
redevelopment opportunities rather than rehabilitation opportunities; these account for 4.3% of all 
dwellings. Dwellings that are rated between fair and good and between unsound and poor may be able 
to be renovated to meet current codes and standards. There are 9,392 dwellings in these categories, 
accounting for 2.2% of all the dwellings in this data set. 
 
Table MA-25 ς Residential Dwellings ς Grade by Condition (CDU) 

Grade Unsound 
Very 
Poor 

Poor Fair Average Good 
Very 
Good 

Excellent Total 

Cheap 551 426 349 318 279 52 16 4 1,995 

Poor 602 678 927 1,137 909 165 24 5 4,447 

Low Cost 2,108 3,301 9,401 20,465 12,305 953 106 13 48,661 

Fair 636 1,206 4,421 20,980 38,191 6,820 602 82 72,938 

Average 956 323 1,659 14,571 99,731 70,138 11,066 3,304 201,749 

Good 20 24 147 1,213 20,208 37,172 15,397 3,535 77,717 

Very Good 3 10 11 84 1,685 5,922 6,275 1,955 15,945 

Excellent   7 68 318 1,165 1,851 1,095 4,504 

Superior  1  1 16 162 454 793 1,427 

Extraordinary 1    3 26 87 224 341 

Total 4,877 5,969 16,922 58,837 173,645 122,575 35,878 11,010 429,724 
Data Source:  MT DOR TY 2019 

 

Discussion 
N/A 
 

MA-15 Cost of Housing ς 91.310(a) 

Introduction 
Below is information regarding the costs of housing throughout the state. 
 

Cost of Housing 
 
Table 32 ς Cost of Housing 

 Base Year: 2010 Most Recent Year: 2017 % Change 

Median Home Value $173,300 $209,100 20.7% 

Median Contract Rent $521 $647 24.2% 
Data Source: 2010 5-Year ACS (Base Year); 2017 5-Year ACS (Most Recent Year) 
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Table 33 ς Rent Paid 
Rent Paid Number % 

No cash rent 11,700 8.6% 

Less than $500  35,052  25.8% 

$500-999  68,019  50.1% 

$1,000-1,499  16,463  12.1% 

$1,500-1,999  2,759  2.0% 

$2,000 or more  1,814  1.3% 

Total  135,807  100.0% 
Data Source: 2017 5-Year ACS 

 

Housing Affordability 
 
Table 34 ς Housing Affordability 

% Units Affordable to Households Earning Renter Owner 

30% HAMFI 11,305 No Data 

50% HAMFI 40,040 18,770 

80% HAMFI 82,070 55,005 

100% HAMFI No Data 85,550 

Total 133,415 159,325 
Data Source: HAMFI 

 
Based on the number of households earning 0-30% of the AMI there are not enough rental units in 
Montana affordable to households earning 30% HAMFI with only 11,305 available (as noted above). 
What this means is that a small percentage of persons at 30% HAMFI can find units that are affordable. 
As incomes increase so does the availability of affordable units. 
 

Monthly Rent 
Because this Consolidated Plan is for a state grantee and analysis herein considers the entire state of 
Montana, in which monthly rents vary significantly, monthly rent data are not provided in Table 35.  

 
Table 35 ς Monthly Rent 

Monthly Rent ($) 
Efficiency  

(no bedroom) 
1 Bedroom 2 Bedroom 3 Bedroom 4 Bedroom 

Fair Market Rent N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

High HOME Rent N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

Low HOME Rent N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 
Data Source: HUD FMR and HOME Rents 

 

Is there sufficient housing for households at all income levels? 
No. Since 2006, the average cost to rent an eligible subsidized housing unit has been increasing while 
the amount of dollars from HUD has been decreasing. As a result, the number of people that can be 
assisted by HUD programs in Montana has declined. The poverty rate in Montana has been increasing, 
with an estimated 139,063 people living at or below the poverty level in Montana in 2018. At an average 
household size of 2.34 in 2018, this translates into 59,428 households, well beyond the number of 
households that can be assisted with the available resources. 
 
On the other end of the scale, the median home price in MissoulaτƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ƭŜŀǎǘ ŀŦŦƻǊŘŀōƭŜ 
cities, according to a City Lab analysisτis $355,900. While the basic rule of thumb is that an affordable 
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home is 2.6 times a household annual take-home pay, a Missoula home priced at the median would cost 
8.5 ȅŜŀǊǎΩ ǿƻǊǘƘ ƻŦ ǿŀƎŜǎΣ ƭŜŀǾƛƴƎ ƎǊŜŀǘ ŘŜƳŀƴŘ ŦƻǊ ŀŦŦƻǊŘŀōƭŜ ƘƻǳǎƛƴƎΦ 
 

How is affordability of housing likely to change considering changes to home values and/or rents? 
Ranked 48th in population density with a population just over 1 million residents living in a state covering 
more than 147,000 square miles, Montana has a wide range of home values and rents that fluctuate 
based on a range of local conditions. These conditions include, but are not limited to, declining oil, gas, 
and coal development in the east, a volatile forest products industry31 in the west, stagnant grain and 
livestock prices, and strong housing markets in some areas. These factors converge to decrease the 
affordability of housing as either home values and/or rents increase or incomes stagnate or even 
decline. In particular, affordability of housing for individuals with special needs and senior citizens is 
likely to decrease due to declining levels of assistance and fixed income as living costs increase. 
 

How do HOME rents / Fair Market Rent compare to Area Median Rent? How might this impact 
your strategy to produce or preserve affordable housing? 
According to Census (ACS 2017ύΣ aƻƴǘŀƴŀΩǎ ƳŜŘƛŀƴ ǊŜƴǘ ǿŀǎ Ϸ647, a comparable amount to Fair Market 
wŜƴǘΣ ŜȄŎŜǇǘ ƛƴ aƻƴǘŀƴŀΩǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ǳǊōŀƴ ŎƛǘƛŜǎ ƻŦ aƛǎǎƻǳƭŀ, Billings, and Bozeman. Montana remains 
committed to assisting local counties and municipalities in finding ways to address the needs of low- and 
moderate-income households across Montana, including assisting with affordable, accessible rent 
where that need has been identified. 
 
The Census Bureau also reports the value of construction appearing on a building permit, excluding the 
cost of land and related land development. As shown in Figure 2 the construction value of single-family 
dwellings generally increased from 1980 through 2012. After dropping in 2008, values started to rise 
again in the past few years. The distribution of housing values around the state of Montana as reported 
in the 2017 ACS is presented below. Map 1 shows that the areas with the highest home values were in 
and near urban areas surrounding Missoula, Bozeman, Kalispell, and Helena. In addition, home values 
were generally higher in the western portion of the state. 
 
The median home value in Montana has increased since 2000. In 2010, the median home value was 
$173,300, but in 2017 that same home value has grown to $209,100. This is an increase of 20.7%. Table 
MA-26 shows both the median home value and the median contract rent for the state of Montana. 
 
Table MA-27 shows the number of households and their respective rent paid. Approximately 68,019 
households paid rent between $500 and $999 a month. 1.3% of households pay more than $2,000 or 
more a month. 
 
  

 
31 https://missoulian.com/news/local/western-mt-mills-thriving-due-to-sky-high-forest-products-
prices/article_9e4d5f49-4231-53f2-9fe2-e7a59dfed1d8.html  

https://missoulian.com/news/local/western-mt-mills-thriving-due-to-sky-high-forest-products-prices/article_9e4d5f49-4231-53f2-9fe2-e7a59dfed1d8.html
https://missoulian.com/news/local/western-mt-mills-thriving-due-to-sky-high-forest-products-prices/article_9e4d5f49-4231-53f2-9fe2-e7a59dfed1d8.html
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Figure 2 ς Single-Family Permits and Valuation in Montana 

 
Table MA-26 ς Cost of Housing  

 Base Year: 2010 Most Recent Year: 2017 Percent Change 

Median Home Value $173,300 $209,100 20.7% 

Median Contract Rent $521 $647 24.2% 
Data Source:  2010 5-Year ACS (Base Year); 2017 5-Year ACS (Most Recent Year) 

 
Table MA-27 ς Amount of Rent Paid 

Rent Paid Number Percent 

No cash rent 11,700 8.6% 

Less Than $500 35,052 25.8% 

500-999 68,019 50.1% 

$1,000-1,499 16,463 12.1% 

$1,500-1,999 2,759 2.0% 

$2,000 or more 1,814 1.3% 

Total 135,807 100.0% 
Data Source:  2007-2011 ACS 

 
Maps 1 and 2, illustrate data on median gross rent prices by census tract derived from the 2017 ACS. In 
this situation, gross rent refers to monthly contracted rental fees plus average monthly utility costs, 
which includes electricity, water and sewer services, and garbage removal. Some similarities can be seen 
when comparing these maps. For example, the areas with the highest gross rent costs were in or near 
the major cities in the state and were concentrated in the western half of the state, the majority of the 
state, however, had average rents between $400 and $500 per month. 
  
As seen in Table MA-28, the median rent in 2017 was $647, compared to median rent in 2010 at $521. 
The median home value in 2017 was $209,100, compared to the median home value in 2010 at 
$173,300. 
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Table MA-28 ς Median Housing Costs 
Housing Cost Base Year: 2010 Most Recent Year: 2017 % Change 

Median Contract Rent $173,300 $209,100 20.7% 

Median Home Value $521 $647 24.2% 

Data Source:  2010 5-Year ACS (Base Year); 2017 5-Year ACS (Most Recent Year) 

 
Table MA-29 presents data on average market rental rates. Data in this table have not been updated 
ǎƛƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ ǎǳōƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ aƻƴǘŀƴŀΩǎ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎ /ƻƴǎƻƭƛŘŀǘŜŘ tƭŀƴ όнлмр-2019) because more current data 
are not available. 
 
Table MA-29 shows the average market rental rates for the state of Montana. The average rental rate 
for an efficiency is $510.00, while the average rent for a one-bedroom is $561.60. The total average rent 
for the state of Montana is $777.20. 
 
Table MA-29 ς Average Market Rental Rates 

Number of Bedrooms Single-Family Apartment Mobile Homes άhǘƘŜǊέ Average Market Rents 

Efficiency $431.30 $517.10 $ $ $510.00 

One $537.00 $574.60 $400.00 $475.00 $561.60 

Two $726.40 $693.00 $527.40 $636.60 $690.50 

Three $964.10 $901.70 $673.30 $810.50 $905.30 

Four $1,350.80 $1,255.60 $ $1,136.70 $1,327.40 

Total $888.20 $694.2 $614.70 $732.30 $777.20 
Data Source:  2014 Montana RVS Survey 

 
Map 1 ς Median Home Value by Census Tract 
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Map 2 ς Median Contract Rent by Census Tract 

 
Another indicator of housing cost was provided by the Federal Housing Finance Agency (FHFA). The 
FHFA, the regulatory agency for Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac, tracks average housing price changes for 
single-family homes and publishes a Housing Price Index (HPI) reflecting price movements on a quarterly 
basis. Figure 3 shows the housing price index for one quarter from each year from 1975 through 2019. 
As seen therein, the Montana index has been lower than the United States index since the late 1980s, 
with a near convergence in the mid-1990s. The housing price index in Montana increased for the next 10 
years to 12 years, surpassing the national index in 2008. Although the state index fell during that time, it 
has remained higher than the national level and has begun to rise. 
 
Figure 3 ς Housing Price Index, State of Montana vs. United States 

 


